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Ahora bien, dixo el Cura, traedme, senor hu^sped, aquesos 
libros, que los quiero ver. Que me place, respondid el, y en* 
trando, en su aposento, sac6 dSl una maUtiUa vi^a cerrada 
eon una cadentUa, y dbriendola, haU6 en eUa trejt Ubros graades 
y uno$ fjapeles de muff buena letra escritos de mano.'— Don 
Quixote, Parte I. Capitulo 32. 

It is mighty well, said the priest ; pray, landlord, bring me 
those books, fbr I have a .mind to see them. With all my 

9 

heart, answered the host; and, going 'to his chamber, he 
brought oat a litde old doke-bag, with a padlock and chain to 
it, and opening it, he took out three large volumes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.— Jartis's 
Translation. 
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CHAPTER L 

As, to the Autumn breeie's bugle-sound. 
Various and vague the dry leaves dance their round i 
Off from the gamer^door, on asther homey 
The chair fifes devious from the winnow d com ; 
So vague, so devious, at the breath of heaven. 
From their fix'd aim are mortal counsels driv'n. 

W^E left Caleb Balderstone in the extre« 
mity of triumph at the success of his va- 
rious atchievements for the honour of the 
house of Raveaswood. When he had mus- 
tered and marshalled his dishes of divers 
kinds, a more royal provision had sot been 
seen in Wolf's Crag, since the fimeral feast 
of its deceased lord. Great was the glory of 
the serviiig-inan» as he decared the old oak* 
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' €0 table, with a clean cloth, and arranged 
upon it carbonadoed venison and roasted 
wild- fowl, with a glance, every now and 
then, as if to upbraid the incredulity of his 
master and his guests ; and with many a 
story/ more or less true, was ix>ckhard. 
that evening regaled concerning the an- 
cient grandeur of WolPs Crag, and the 
sway of its Barons over the country in their 
neighbourhood. 

^* A vassal scarce held a calf or a lamb 
his atn, till he bad first asked if the Lord 
of liavenswQod was pleased to accept it ; 
and they were obliged to ask the lord's 
cdnsent before they married in these days, 
and mbny a merry tale they tell about that 
Tight as weel. as others. And although," 
said Caleb, '* these times are not like the 
gude auld times, when authority had its 
right, yet, true it is, Mr Lockhard, and you 
yoursell may partly have remarked, that 
we of the House of Ravenswood do our 
endeavour in keeping up, by all just and 
lawful exertion of our baronial autborityt 
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that due and fitting connection betwixt su- 
perior and vassal, whilk is in some danger 
of falling into desuetude, owing to the ge« 
neval license and^ misrule of these present 
unhappy times»'* 

" Umjph T' said Mr Lockhard ; "and if I 
may enquire, Mr Balderstone, pray do you 
find your people ^ at the village yonder 
amenable ? for I must needs say,, tliat; at Ra- 
venswood Castle, now pertaining to my 
master, the Lord Keeper, ye have not left 
behind ye th^ most compliant set of te- 
nMitry.'* 

<* A-h ! but Mr Lockhard," replied Caleb, 
^^ ye must consider there has been a change 
of hands, and the auld lord might expect 
twa turns frae them, when the new comer 
canna get ane. A dour and fractious set 
^ey were, thae tenants of Ravenswood, and 
iU'to live wi' when they din na ken their 
master — ai^d if your master put diem mad 
anee, the whole country will not put them 
down.!*^ : 
. ^* Troth,*' s^d Mr Lopkhard, " an such 
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« 

be the case, I think the vrisest thing for us 
a' wad be to hammer up a match between 
your young lord and our winsome young 
leddy up bye there j and Sir William might 
just stitch your auld barony to her gown- 
sleeve, and he wad sune cuitle another out 
b' somebody else, sic a lang head as he has." 

Caleb shook his head.— •* I wish,'' he 
said, " I wish that may answer, Mr Lock- 
hard* There are ^uld prophecies about 
this bouse I wad like ill to see fulfilled wi^ 
my auld e'en, that hae seen evil aneugh al» 
ready,'* 

« Pshaw ! never mind freits," said his 
brother butler; ••if the young folk liked 
ane anither, they wad make a winsome cou* 
pie* But, to say truth, there is a leddy sits 
in our hall-nook, maun have her hand in 
that as weel as in every other )ob* Bui 
there's no harm in drinking to their healths, 
and I will fill Mrs Mysie a cup of Mr Gir- 
der's canary*** 

While they thus enjoyed themselves m 
the kitchen^ the company iu the hall were 
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not less pleasantly engaged. So soon as 
Ravenswood had determined upon giving 
the Lord Keeper such hospitality as he had 
to c^^^ he deemed it incumbent on hiro to 
assume the open an4 courteous brow of a 
well-pleased host* It has been often re* 
marked, that when a man commences by 
acting a character, he frequently ends by 
adopting it in good earnest* In the course 
of an hour or two, Ravenswood, to his own 
surprise^ found himself in the situation of 
one who frankly does his best to entertain 
welcome and honoured guests. How much 
of this change in his disposition was to be 
ascribed to the beauty and simplicity of 
Miss Ashton, to the readiness with which 
she accommodated herself to the inconve* 
niences of her situation — how much to the 
Smooth and plausible conversation of the 
Lord Keeper, remarkably gifted with those 
words which win the ear, must be left to 
the reader's ingenuity to conjecture. But 
Ravenswood was insensible to neither. 
The Lord Keeper was a veteran statesman. 
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well acquainted with courts and cabinets; 
and intimate with all the various turns of 
public aifairs during the last eventful years 
of the seventeenth century. He could talk« 
from his o\vn knowledge^ of men and events, 
in a way which &iled not to win attention, 
and had the peculiar art, while he never 
said a word which committed himself, at 
the same time to persuade the hearer that 
he was speaking without the least sha« 
dow of scrupulous caution or reserve. Ra- 
venswood» in spite of his prejudices and 
real grounds of resentment, felt himself at 
^once amused and instructed ia listening to 
him, while the statesman, whose inward 
feelings had at first so much impeded his 
first efforts to make himself known, had 
now regained all the ease and fluency of a 
silver-tongued lawyer of the very highest 
order. 

His daughter did not speak much, hut 
she smiled ; and what she did say argued 
a submissive gentleness, and a desire to 
give pleasure, which, to a proud man like 



tir^: ■" j'jafcf!^ 



TIU BRIBE OF LAMMKKMOO&> 9 

Ravens wood, was more £»cinating^ than 
the most brilliant wit Above all, he 
could not but observe, that, whether from 
gratitude or from some other motive, be 
himself, in his deserted and unprovided 
haU, was as much the object of respectful 
attention to his guests, as he would have 
been when surrounded by all the appli* 
ances and means of hospitality proper to 
his high birth. All deficiencies passed un- 
observed, or, if they did not escape notice, , 
it was to praise the substitutes which Caleb 
bad contrived to supply the want of the 
usual accommodations. Where a smile was 
unavoidable, it was a very good«humoured 
one, and often coupled with some well* 
turned compliment, to shew how much the 
guests esteemed the merit of their noble 
host, how little they thought of the incon- 
veniencies with which they were surroand* 

* 

ed* I am not sure whether the pride of 
being found to outbalance, in virtue of his 
own personal merit, all the disadvantages 
of fortune, did not make as favourable an 

▲ 2 
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impression upon the haughty heart of the 
Master of Ravenswood, as the eonversa^ 
tion of the father and the beauty of Lucy 
Ashton. 

The hour of repose arriyed. The 
Keeper and his daughter retired to their 
sqpartinents, which were ^* decored** more 
properly than could have been anticipated* 
In making the necessary arrangements, 
Mysie had indeed enjoyed the assistance 
of a gossip who had arrived from the viU 
lage upon an exploratory expeditioot but 
bad been arrested by Calebi and impressed 
into the domestic drudgery of the evening. 
So that, instead of returning home to de- 
scribe the dress and person of the grand 
young lady, she found hersdf compelled 
to be active in the domestic economy of 
Wolfs Crag. 

According to the custom of the ttm^ 
the Mast^ of Rayenswoed attended the 
Lord Keeper to bis apartment, followed by 
Calebi who placed on the table, with all the 
ceremonials due to tordies of wn,. two 
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mdeiy fhuned tallow- candles, such as in 
tbose dsiys were only used by the peasant- 
ry, hooped in paltry clasps of wire, which 
served for candlesticks. He then disap- 
peared, &nd presently entered with two 
eartbett flagolis, (the china, he said, had 
been little used since my lad^^'s timci) one 
filled with canary wine, the other with 
brandy* The canary sack, unheeding all 
pfdMbilities of detection, he declared had 
beeto twenty years in the cellars of WolPs 
Cngf ^^l^Miugh it waist not for him to speak 
before tfaetr hMiours ; the bran^,-^it was 
weel kenfd liqaor, as mM as meadi and as 
attong as Sbmpson-^t had been ia the 
boose ever sinee the memorable i^evel, ia 
Whtefe autd Mieklelob had been slain at the 
head of the stafir by Jamie of Jeoklebrae^ 
on account of the honour of the worshipful 
Lady Muirend, wha was in some sort an 
aByofthefsmiiy; nathelesKs''— --« 

^ But to cut that matter short, Mr Ca- 
leb,** said the Keeper, «« perhaps you wiH 
favour me ^kh a ewer of waten" 



X 
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*^ God forbid your lordship should drink 
water in this family, to thie disgrace of sa 
honourable an house !" 

<<"Nevertheljacs» if his lordship have a 
fancy/' said the Master, smiling^ ^< I thiak 
you might indulge him ; fo? , if I mistake 
not, there has been water drai|k here atao 
distant date, and with good relish too." 

<< To be sure, if his lordship has a fancy^'* 
said Caleb; and re-entering with a jjog of 

■ 

pure element — *^ He will scarce find wch 
water ony indiere as is drawa fme the well 
at Wolfs Crag — neverthel^'*-— — 

<< Nevertheless, we must leave the Lord 
Keeper to his repose in this poor chamber 
of ours," said the Master of Ravefiswood, 
interrupting his talkative domestic, wbio ioi- 
mediately turning to the door-way, with a 
profound reverence, prepared to usher bis 
master from the secret chamber. 

But the Lord E^eeper prevented his host's 
departure. — *^ I have but one word to say 
to the Master of Ravenswood, Mr Calebs 
and I fancy he will excuse your waitiqg.'' 
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Witii a secoad reverence^ lower than the 
former, Caleb withdrew— and his master 
atood motionless, expecting, with consider- 
able embarrassment, what was to close the 
events of s^ day fraught with unexpected 
iiuxdents^ 

. *< Master of Ravenswood," said Sir Wil- 
liam Ashton, with some embarrassment^ 
^< I hope you understand the Christian law 
too well tasUffac the sun to set upon. your 

The Master blushed, and replied, << He 
bad no oceas&M that evening to exercise 
.the duty enjoined upon him by his Chris- 
tian fdd^."^ 

^ I should have thought otherwise," said 
h» guests ** contidering the various sub- 
jects of dispute and litigatidn^ which have 
unhappily occurred more frequently than 
was desirabie or necessary betwixt the late 
hoBOuraUe lord, your &ther, and myself.'' 

** I coidd wish, my lord^" said Ravens- 
wood, agitated by suppressed emotion, 
«< thjit reference to these circumstances 
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Aould be made any mlieFe rather than 
under my father's roof*** 

^* I should have fdt the delicacy of this 
affieal at another timei" said St^ William 
Ashton^ ^< but now I must proceed with 
what I meant to say.-^I have suffered to<> 
much in my own mrind from the false deli- 
cacy which prevented nrfr soliciting with 
earnestness, what indeed I frequentfy r6- 
quested» a personal commnnitig' with your 
father-— much distress of mind to him and 
to me mi^t have been prevented*-" 

*< It is true," said Rav#!iswood, after A 
moment's reflection ; << I have heard my fa^ 
ther say your lordship had proposed a per« 
Bonal interview.'* 

^< Pnqposed, my dear Mastef f I did in* 
deed propose it^ but I ought to have begi- 
gedi entreated, beseeched iu I ought to 
have torn away the veil which ititenested 
persons had stretched betwixt us, and shewn 
mysdf as I was^ willing to sacrilk^e a consi- 
derable part even of my legal rights in or- 
der to conciliate feelings^ so natural as his 
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must be allowed to haw been. Let me say 
for myself, my young friend, for so I will 
can yoa, that bed yoar father and I spent 
the same time together which my good foiw 
tune hm alhiwed mef to-day to pass in your 
ccHspany, it is possiUe the land might yet 
have enjoyed one of the most respectable 
of its aficient nobiUty, and I should har? e 
been spared the pain of parting in enmity 
from a person whose genend character I so 
much admired and honoured." 

He put bis handkerchief to his eyes« 
Ravenswood also was moved»^ but awaited 
in silence the progress of this extraordi- 
nary communication. 

<< It is necessary," continued the Lwd 
Keeper, << and proper that you should' un- 
derstand, that there have been nrany points 
betwixt us, in which, althoi^b I judged it 
proper that there should be an exact ascer- 
tainment of tny Iqgal rights by the decree 
of a court of justice, yet it was never my 
intention to press them beyond the verge 
of equity." 

s 
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« My lord/' tsaid the Master of Ravens^ 
woody <* it is uanecessary to pursue this 
topic farther. What the law will give you, 
or has given you, you enjoy-— or you shall 
enjoy ; neither my father, nor I myself, 
would have received any thing on the foot- 
ing of favour," 

^ * Favour ?— no — ^ypu misunderstand me/^ 
resumed the Keeper ; <^ or rather you are 
no lawyer. A right, may be good in law, 
and ascertained to be so, which yet a man 
of honour may not in ev^ry case care to 
avail himself of.** 

•< lam soxry for it, my lord," said the 
Master. 

*< Nay, nay," retorted his guest, «* you 
speak like a young counsellor ; your spirit^ 
goes before your wit. There are many 
things still open for decision betwixt us. 
Can you blame me, an old man desirous- 
of peace, and in the castle of a young no- 
bleman who has saved' my- daughter's life 
and my own, that I am desirous^ anxiously 
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desirous, that these should be settled on* 
the most liberal principle ?" 

The old man kept fast hold of the Mas- 
ter% passive hand as he spoke, and made it 
impossible for him, be his predetermination 
what it would, to return tiny other than an 
acquiescent i^ply ; and wishing his guest 
good night, he postponed farther confer* 
ence until the next morning. 

Ravenswood hurried into the hall where 
he was to spend the night, and for a time 
traversed its pavement with » disordered 
and iFapid pace. His mortal ioe was un* 
der his roof, yet his sentiments towards 
him were neither those of a feudal enemy 
nor of a true Christian. He felt as if he 
could neither forgive him in the one cha- 
racter, or follow forth his vengeance in the 
other, but that he was making a base and 
dishonourable, composition be^^wixt bi» re* 
sentm^nt against the father and his afibc- 
tion for •the daughter. He cursed hknself, 
as he hurried to and fro in the pale moon- 
light, and inore ruddy gleams of the ^xpi- 
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ring wood- fire. He threw open and shut 
the latticed windows with violenoer as if 
sdike impatient of the admission and exclu- 
sion of free air. At length, however, the 
torrent of passion foamed off its madness^ 
and he threw himself into the chair, which 
he {nroposed as his place of repose for the 
night. 

** If, in reality,**-^-such were the calmer 
thoughts that followed the first tempest of 
his passion-^^< If, in reality, this man de* 
sires no more than the law allows him--* 
if he is willing to adjust even his acknow- 
ledged rights upon an equitable footing, 
what could be my father's ckuse of com- 
plaint ?— what is mine ^— Those from whom 
we w(m our ancient possessions fell under 
the sword of my ancestors, and left lands 
and livings to the conquerors; we sink 
under the force of the law, now too power- 
ful for the Scottish chivalry. Let us parley 
with the victors of the day, as if we bad 
been besieged in our fortress and without 
hope of relief. This man may be other 
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than I have thought him i smd his daugh- 
ter — ^but I have resolved not to think upon 
her." 

He wrapt his cloak around him^ fell 
asleep, and dreamed of Lucy Ashton till 
daylight gleamed through the lattices. 
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CHAPTER nt 



We worldly meo, when we see friends and kinsmen- 

Past hope sunk in their fortunes, lend no hand 

To lift them up, but rather set our feet 

Upon their heads to press Utem^to the bottdm». 

As I must yield with you I practised it$ 

But now I see you in a way to rise, 

]^ can and wUl assist you.—— 

New Way ia Pay Old Debts* 



The Lord Keeper carried with him to a^ 
eouchy harder than he was accustomed to- 
stretch himself upon, the sa^e ambitious 
thoughts and political perplexities^ which 
drive sleep from the softest down that ever^ 
spread a bed of state* He had sailed long 
enough amid the contending tides and cur- 
rents of the time to be sensible of their 
peril, and of the necessity of trimming his 
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vessel to the prevailing wind, if he would 
iiave her escape shipwreck in the storm. 
The nature of his talents, and the timo- 
rousness of disposition connected with 
them, had nade him assume the pliability 
i)f the versatile old £«rl of Northampton, 
who explained the art by which he kept 
his^ound during all the changes of state, 
irom the reign of Henry VIIL to that of 
Elizabeth, by the frank avowal, that he was 
born of the willow, not of the oak. It had 
accordingly been Sir William. Ashton's po- 
licy on all occasions to watch the changes 
in the political horizon, and, ere yet the 
conflict was decided, to negociate some in- 
terestibr himself with the party most likely 
to prove victorious. His time-serving dis- 
positioQ was well known, and excited the 
contempt of the more daring leaders of 
both factions in the state. But his talents 
were of a useful and practical kind, and 
his legal knowledge held in high estima- 
tion $ and they so far counter-balanced other 
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deficiencies, that those in power were glad 
to use and to reward, though without trust- 
iQg or respecting hioi. 

The Marquis of A~— had used his ut- 
most influence to efiect a change in the 
Scottish cabUiet» and his schemes had been 
of lat« so well laid jind so ably supported^ 
that there appeared a very great chance of 
Ms proving ultimately successful. He did 
not, however, feel so strong or so confident as 
to neglect any means of drawing recruits to 
his standard. The acquisition of the Lord 
Keeper was deemed of some importance, 
and a friend, pierfeotly acquainted with his 
circumstances and character, became re- 
sponsible for his political conversion* 

When this gentleman arrived at Ravens- 
wood Castle upon a visil;, the real ^purpose 
of which was disguised under general cour- 
tesy, he found the prevailing fear, which at 
present beset the Lord Keeper, was that of 
danger to his own person from the Master 
of Ravenswood. TJ)€ language which the 
blind sybil, old Alice, had used ; the sud- 
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den appearatice of the Master armedt and 
within his prednets^ inunedtately after he 
had been warned agaii»st danger from him ; 
the cold and haughty rMurn reeeived in 
exchange for the acknowledgments • with 
which he loaded him for his timely protec- 
tJO»» had all made a strong impression on 
his imagination. 

So soon as the Marquis's political agent 
found bow the wind sate» he began to insi- 
nuate fears and doubts of another kind^ 
scarce less calculated to a&ct the Lord 
Keeper. He enquired with seeming inter- 
est, whether the proceedings in Sir Wil- 
liam's complicated litigation with the Ra- 
venswpod family was out of court, and set- 
tled without the possibility of appeal ? The 
Lord Keeper answered in the affirmative ; 
but his interrogator was too well informed 
to be imposed upon. He poioted out to 
him, by unanswerable arguments, that some 
of the most important points which had 
been decided in his favour against the 
House of Ravenswoody were liable to be 
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areviewed by the Estates of the Kirigdoni> 
i.je.hj the Scottish Farliamenty upon an 
appeal by the party injured, or, is it was 
technically termed, << a protestation for re- 
jneid in law.'* 

The Lord Keeper, after he bad for some 
time disputed the legality of such a pro- 
ceeding, was compelled, at length, to com- 
fort himself with the improbability of the 
young Master of K;avenswood finding fiiends 
in parliament, capable of stirring in so 
weighty an afeir. 

*« Do not comfort yourself with that false 
4iope," said bis wily friend ; ^* it is possible, 
^at in tll^alEKt session of parliament, young 
Havenswood "may find more friends and &• 
vour even than your lordship." 

*« That would be a sight worth seeing,*' 
said the Keeper scornfully. 

«* And yet," said his friend, " such things 
have been i^en ere now, an9 in our own 
4ime. There are many at the head of af- 
fairs even now, that a few years ago were 
under hiding for their lives \ and many a 

7 
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mm dmii^p on pbte of silver, thst wasiRiiii 
to eat hia cruwdy wilboat a bicker ; aad 
many a high bead bat been brougbt fiiU 
lew among us in as short a spaoew Sooit 
of Scotstarvet's ^ Staggering State of Scott 
Statesmeot' of whic^ ourions memoir yoa 
die wed me a niafuiscrijpt, has been out* 
ataggaedin our time/' 

The Lord Keeper answered with a deep 
sigh, *< that these mutationa wetie no nevr 
fights in Scotland, and had been witnessed 
long before the time of the satirical aiithiMr 
1^ had quoted. It was many a long year^* 
he said, ^< sin^ Fordun had quot^, as all 
ancient proverb, * n^que diw0$ nequej^ttit^ 
9ed nee ioptem S^aius^ ptmdomimmte mri* 
dia^ diu durabit in terra.'*' 

** And be assur^, my esteemed friend,'' 
was the answer, ^< that even your long ser- 
vices to the i^te, or deep l^al knowledge^ 
will not ssive<yoUf or render. yow estate 
stable, if the Marquis of A«-«-«- comes in 
with a parliament , according to his will, 
. Toi.. n. . B 
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^ou Iciiow thA& the deeMsed^Lord RaveiHh 
"Wood WM Iris'iignr aUy» hM4ad7 being fiflk 
in decent from the Kntghtt>f XillibardtBQ ^ 
nod I asi well «mi!!ed that' he will take 
young <Ravenswood by the hand, and hm 
his very good lovd laiid 'fcaieinao* Why 
idlouldhe not?-^heisatiaetive and stkring 
young fellow, able to help himself with 
tongue ftMl handi; and it is eodi as he 
Hmt find firten^ amoi^^heir.kittdiedy.and 
fiot i)bose unarmed and uMdMe Mephebo* 
ibeths, i;bat are sure to be ^ burthen to 
ev^ one that takes them up. And so. If 
these Ravens wood cases be called over the 
eoals in parliament, yoa will fkid that the 
Maiquis wiM haim a crow to j^uck with 

you.** 

"^ That would 136 an evfl requital,^ said 
the lUMrd Keeper^ <* for my long^services to 
the state, and 4he ancieiit respeot in whieb 
I4iave hddhifi lordship's ^topeurable fasiv 
ly and perso»%'* . , . 

* ^< Aye, but," refined tbCsagecit; of'Ae 
Jiiarquis, ** it is in vain to look . back on 



fpasC serviee koA aoid f€8peot, tof. ioid-^«Hlt 
"^iUbe present servicfe and iniineduite prooft 
0# regard, whldi, ih these liidderjr ^mm^ 
mil be expected by a omd' like iJie Mwu 

The Lord Iti^rti^w ^ title futtdfift 
bf hi§ frier's ^gamtsntf bat he was tM 
t»tttioud to letum atff positive aftstmri ^ 

<< £te knetr not,'' he Mid^ <^j|iie seiriee 
^ich the Lord Marquis could lexpeetfloai 
^meathia lifted abilttieS/that^faad tiob ak 
trays Mood at bis commsuid^ stSi aairing 
^^dfrestfTfiog higdutT^to^hifidiig aw) co«m» 
"try.** '•.«*» .• : . ;/' 

tiaVflig thdt^sMtd n^thivg^ vthite be JseMttu 
^' to &(ay e>e<^ ihi%^>foi' ikeeaccaptiMPivaB 
calculated" to cbver «9vhMever fae^ mights a& 
terwa^s-^bink ptdjse^r -to bring under it^ 
Mr Willls^u ;(^^ tttimgBd: tber o^wirmw^ 
tidny fiOl^)Mtoe:%fiih)jparislt it to be iotro)^ 
Bbeed. ilifligiiestiie^aited^ without faavm^ 
taro^j^bt theiNHliy old tstatesanaii tiie leagth 
of comiaittii% biiM(^,wOip ftfpted^i^ Mm^ 
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telf to any futoce ikiei of.cdiMlucty bat irilh 
4iie certBinty that he had akutmed hb ftaii 
ma mart sensible poinU and hud^ioitt^ 
4MIL f or fiifctire and fiurther treatj. 

When he rendered an account of his ine* 
gf»eiatio9i to tbe MarjquiN tiiey both •greed 
«hat<tbe Keeper oi^^potto be penoitti^ 
to rekfNM into aecurity, and that he should 
be pbed with iiew subjects of idarai,, espe- 
daUy dumfif the-abseoce of bis hidy. Hby^ 
m€Be mtil aware that her (Mwid» vindictiiiEei 
and {Nredolni^ati^g spirit» would be likely 
to fiupply him with the courage in which, he 
was deficient-^that she was immovi^ly 
Jittered to the fMUty jnow to powcr^ with 
whoM aha makitained a doae oonreapond- 
ence and aUianoe» and that she. hated, 
without feariqg, the Rayeaswood fiumlyt 
^irfaose mofe ancient dignity iJunasr dJacM- 
dit on die newly acquind gfaadrar «f Iict 
husband, to. such a degree that she wcNidd 
have periled the interestcf her own hona^ 
to have tilie proqp^ot ,of; idtogethec ccoshiag 
that of her enemy* 
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But Lady* Asditon was now absent/ The 
binioess which had long detained her ia 
£diQbiii^» had afterwards induced her to 
travel to London, not without the hope 
that ^e mighifc contribute her share to dis- 
concert the intrigues of the Marquis at 
Qourt, for she stood high in favour with 
the celebrated Sarab» Duchess of Marlbo* 
rQugh^ to whooiy in point of character^ the 
ttorcf considerable reseipblance. It was ne* 
cesaury to press her husband hard before 
her return ; and^ as a preparatory step^ 
the Marquis wrote to the Master (^ Ra<* 
vei^wood! the letter which we rehearaed 
in, a. &imdr ^diapter. 'It was »utioudy 
worded> so i» to^ leave it in Uie power oi* 
the writer hereafter to take as deep» or as 
dight an interest in tiie fcrtunes of his 
kinsnaanvasidiieprogress.of liisown sdiemes) 
miglfit reqtdre* ' But howiiver unwiUifagi as* 
a statesnmn, the Manquis might be to cbm-> 
niit himself or ai^me the character of a* 
pa£rbn, whiierHe' bad nothing to give away,' 
it must be4Nd<i to hia honour, thM he Mt 



30 TALES or UY XAKDLOft0* 

■i 

s strong indiimtioB ^bctu&Uy to befiiend 
ttie Mast^f of Ravensxvood, as well as to use 
his ftame as a means of alarming the |eiTora 
of the Lord Ktepcr. 

As the messenger who carried this letter 
was to pass near the house of 4he Lord 
Keeper, he had it in direction, that io the 
t^illage adjoining to the ^p£»*k gate of the- 
castle, his horse should lose a shoe, and^ 
ihat, while it was replaced hf the smith of 
the place, he should express the uttnost 
regret for the necessary loss of time, and 
in the vehemence of his impatience,- gii^ 
it to be tindi^rstood, that he was bearing a 
message from the Marquis of A to> 

the Master of Ravenswood, upon a matter 
of life and death* 

' This news, with exaggetations, was spee« 
dOy catrried from various quarters to the 
ears of the Lord Keeper, and eadi reporter 
dwdt upon the extreme impatience of die 
courier, and the surpri^ng short tiae ia 
which he had executed his journey- The 
anziooii statesman keacd in aikoce } but ia 
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private Lockhard rBceii^d ondecs to watch 
the courier on hia returo, to way.lay him 
IB tiie^ village, to ply him with liquor^ i£^ 
possible^ and to use all meaosi fair or foul» ; 
to ieam the eootenls of the letter of which 
be was the beaoer» But aa this plot bad/ 
been foreseen^ the messenger returned by^ 
a different add distant road, and thus ea* 
eaped the snare that was laid for him. 

After he had been in vain expected for^ 
soase time,. Mr Dingwall had orders Iq. 
make especial enquiry among his clients oft 
WoiPa-hope^ whether such a domestic be* 

famgii^ to the Marquis of A r- had ac« > 

tually arrived at the ne^hbouring castle- 
T&ia was easily; ascertained 4 for Caleb had' 
been in the village - one morning by^ fiv^ • 
o!clock» to borrow '*twa chi^ppins of ale> 
and a kipper" foo: the messenger's refresbii. 
ment^ and the poor feUow had been ill for . 
twenty-four hours at Luckie Sma'trash'-s*. 
in consequence of dining upon ** saut sau» 
mon and sour drink." So that the exis^ 
euce of ;a oortespoodeuce betwixt the Mask: 
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qciis and his distressed kinsman, which Sir 
William Ashtod bad somednves treated as 
a bug^bear, was proved bejrond the possi* 
biUty of further do^bt. 

l%e darm of the Lwd Keeper beeaiEie 
^kty serious. Since the Cfadm of Rights the 
power of appealing from the deciffldns of 
the civil court to the estates of parlianlent^ 
which bad formerly bien held incompe* 
tent, had in many instances beea claimed^ 
ati^ in some allowed, and he had no smair 
rteson to apprefaM^d the issue, if the Scot- 
ti$h parliament should be disposed to act 
upon^ the protestation of the Master , of 
Ravenswodd " for renteid in kw." It* 
would' resolve into an equitable claim, and 
be decided, perhaps, upon the broad prin- 
ciples of justice, which were not quite so 
favourable to the Lord Keeper as those 
of striat law. Meanwhile, every report 
which reached him served to render the 
sueicess of the Murquis's intrigues the more 
piiobed)le, afid the Lord Keeper began to 
think it indispensible, that he abonld look 
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round Spr some k/Jnd of prai«pttoii^ against 
the coming storm. The tinudity of h)$ 
temper induced hiiiD, to adopt measures of 
compr<Hxuse aod eoaciliatiop* Tb^ affluc 
of the wild bjul]^ prppi^ly maimgedt nif^t^ 
be thoughti be made to faciUtate a per? 
soDal communicatioa and reconcitiatio^ 
betwixt (he Mast^ and himself. H0 would 
then learn, if possible, what his own ideas 
were of the e^^tent of hi§ right^i and the 
means of enfcMroingthQiut and perhaps mat- 
ters might be brought to ^ compromise 
where one party was wealthy, aQd the other 
so very poor. A reconciliatian with Ravens] 
wood was likely to give him ^n opportunity 
to play his own game with the Marquis of 

A ■■> •^ And besides," said he to him- 

self^r^^ it will be an act of generosity to 
raise op the b^il! of: thi# distressed family j 
and if he ia Xq be warmljf and e^ectually 
b^iei^ed by the new government, who 
know9 bi^t my virtue Bpuiy prove its own 
rfewardr . . . . • 

Thus thought Sir .WiUiaw : ^Mon, co* 

B 2 
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verhfg With lio uQu^ttal 8ielf-d«lteibti hH itt* 
terested views with a hue of virtue j and 
having attained thisr point, his faney strayed 
Uill'faartber. He began to bethink himset^ 
^ that if RtfVenswood.wU to h^i^af dis^tin* 
guished place of power and trtist-^atid if 
isuch a union would sopite the heavier part 
of hii unadjusted claims— there might b6 
^orse matches for his daughter Lucy— the 
fif aster might be reponed against the at- 
tainder— Lord Ravenswood was an ancient 
title, and the alKance would, in some mea- 
sure, legitimate his own possesslion of the 
greater part of the Master's spoils, and 
make the surrender of the rest a subject 
of less bitter regret." 

With these mingled and multifkriocis 
plans occupying his head, the Lorid Keep^ 
availed himself of my Lord BitUebrains' re- 
peated invitation to his residence^ and ihbs 
'eame within a very few miles of Wolfls Crag. 
iHere he found the lord of the. mansioti Ab- 
sent, but was courteously received by the 
lady, who expected her husbandls immedi- 



ale leturo. She exptesaed her pafticular de« 
light at seeing Miss Ashtoo, and appointed 
the hounds to he taken out for the Lord 
Keeper's special amuseoieot* He readily* 
emtered into the proposal^ as giving hiita an 
opportnnity to reconnoitre Wolfs Crag^ 
and perhaps to make some acquaintance 
with the owner, if he should be tempted 
from his desolate mansion by the chase* 
Ijookhard had his orders to endeavour ctt 
hb part to make some acquaintance with 
the' inmates of the cattle, and we have seen 
how he played ins {>art*> 

The accideutal storm did more to fur-^ 
ther tlie Lord Keeper's plan of forming a 
personal acquaintance with young Rayens^ 
woody than his most sanguine expectationa . 
could have anticipated. His fear of the 
young nobleman's persbnal resentment had ^ 
gi^eatly dec£sased» since he considered him ^ 
as formidable from ^ bis legal ckimd, and t 
the -means he m%l^t have of enforctng ^ 
them. But although he thought, not un«» 
xeasonably^ tb»t only.daigasjite' circus««. 

5 



stanees drove meo on 4es]^nt|e mea^, 
surea^ it was not without « sedret terrdr^- 
vrbich 6hoQk his he«£t within biiil» tluU; he 
fir&^ felt himself encloged within the deao*^ 
lute tawer of Wolf $ Crag ; a place $a wdL 
fittedt from solitude and 8treiigth» ta hea^ 
scene of violence and vengeance. The^. 
afeern receptioti at first given to them by 
the Master of Ravenswood, and the diffi^ 
wity he felt in explainiiig to that injured 
noUeman what guests were under the idieU 
ter of his roof, did Dot sooth these alarms f 
so tliat when Sir William Ashton heard the 
door of the court-yard shut behind him with 
violence, the words of Alice rung in hia 
ears^ '* thftt he had drawn on matters toa 
hardly with so fierce a race as those of Ra. 
venswood, and tliat they would bide their 
time to be avenged.'' 

The subsequent franknesa of the Maa^ 
tefs hospitality, as their acquaintance in^ 
creased, abated the af^rebensiona these re- 
collections were calculated to exdte ; and 
it did not J^ape Sir William Ashtoo^ that 



it Was to Lucy'«'graee akid b^iity^ he 6w€i 
the chMge ia their host's behaviour* 

iUl thclse thoughts thrOi^ed uiK>n him 
whbD he took possession of the secret 
chaiaben The iron hbipf the unfarnished 
apartalMiitt mOre resemUttig a prison than 
a place of ordinary repo$e» the hoarse and' 
ceaseltes sound of the waves rushing against i 
the base of the rock on which the castle 
was founded^ saddened and perplexed his- 
nnnd* To his own successful machina* 
tionsy the ruin of the family had been in a 
grei^ measure owing» but his dispositioa 
was crafty and not cruel ( so that actually 
tawttness the desolation and distress he had 
htiMelf occasioned, was as painful to him 
as it would be to the humane mistress of a 
family tosuperintend in person the execution 
of the lambs and poultry which are kili^ 
by her own directions. At the same time» 
when he tliought of the alternative^ of re- 
storing to Ravenswood a large proportion 
of his spoils, or of adopting^ as an ally 
and member of hit own tamiiyt the h&x of 
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tBis impoverished house, he felt as the 
spider may be supposed to da, when his 
whole web, the intrieacies of which had 
been planned with so much sirty is de^ 
stroyed by the chance sweep of a broom« 
And then» if he should commit himself too^ 
far in this matter^ it gave rise to a perilous 
question, which- many a good husband, 
when under • temptation to act as a free 
agent, has asked himself' without -being 
able to return a satisfactory answer ; <* What 
will my wife—what will Lady Ashton say ?* 
On the whole, he oime at length t0th4: re-» 
solution in whioh minds of a weaker cast ai^ 
dften take refuge. He resolved to watdi 
events, to take advantage of dccumstaneea 
as they occurred, and regulate his ooiiduct 
accordingly. . In this spirit of temporizing 
policy, he at length con^osad hit mind to 
sest. ^ • ' 
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CH4JPTER II. 

f ^ df^ note I have ab<Mt me for yout lor the ddlvaiy of 
wtilch you muftt excuse me* It i$ ao ofier that frieiMbhip 
calls upon me to do, and no way o^nsive to you, siace I d^ 
sire notbing but right upon both tides." 

Xmg and M Khigk 

• 

Whsn Rarenswood and his guest met 
is the morning, the gloom of the Master^f 
$pint had in part returned. He, also, had 
passed a night rather of reflection than of 
Aamher j and the feelings which be could 
not but entertain towards Lucy Ashton^ 
l)ad to suppwt a* severe conflict against 
those which he had so long nourished 
against her father* To clasp in friendship 
the hand of the enemy of his house, to en« 
tertain him under his roof^ to exchange 
wi^ him the courtesies and the kindness 



of domestic familiarity, was a degradation 
which his proud spirit could not be bent 
to without a struggle. 

But the ice being once broken, the Lord 
Keeper was resolved it should not have time 
again to freeze. It had be^n part of his 
plan to stun and confuse Ravenswood's 
ideas, by a complici^ted and techntcial 
statement of the matters which had been 
in debate betwixt their families, justljr, 
thinking it would be difficult for a youth 
of his age to follow the expositions of 
a practical lawyer, concerning actions' of 
compt and reckoning, and of multiple^ 
poindings, and adjudicatioa and wadsets^ 
proper and improper, and poindings of the 
ground and declarations of expiry of the 
legal. Thus, thought Sir William, I shall 
have all tht gisace of appeariDg- perfectiy 
Ci&fnmpnieatiYe; while my party will d^^ 
rive ^ery little stdvantage from any thing 
I may tell hiiti. He therefore took Ra* 
venswood aside into the deep recess of a 
window in the halU ^nd Te»uming the 4i^ 
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eMa9t of the preceding^ evenings expressed^ 
a bope that his young friend would assume. 
soBae patience^ in order to hear him enter 
into a minute and explanatory detail of 
those unfortunate Qircuiqstanees, in which* 
hia late honourable father had stood at va^ 
riance with the Lord Keeper. The Mas^ 
ter of Ravenswood coloured highly^ but 
was silent ; and the Lord Keeper, though* 
not greatly approving the sudden height 
ening of his auditor's complexion, com*^ 
menced the history of a bond for twenty, 
tfaouisand marks, advanced by his father ta 
the father of. Allan Lord Ravenswood, and 
was proceeding to detail the executorial 
proceedings by which this large sum had 
be6ti rendered a debiium /undi, when he 
was interrupted by the Master, 

<< It is not in this place," he said, << that 
I c!an hear Sit William Ash ton's explana* 
tfou of the matters in question betweea 
us. It is not here, where my &ther died 
of a broken heart, that I can witii decency 



or temper investigate the caud^ oPhh dis^ 
tress. I might remember that I was a son^ 
and forget the duties of a hbst. A t»M» 
however, there must comei when these 
things shall be discussed' in a place and in^ 
a presence where both of us will have equaV 
iVeedom to speak and to hear." 
* " Any time/* the Lord Keeper said^ 
** any place was alike to those who sought 
nothing but justice; Yet it would seem he 
WaSy infatrnesB, entitled to aome preiooiii* 
tlom respecting the grounds upon which > 
the Mastet proposed td impugn the whol^r 
train of legal proceedings, which had beea: 
80 well and ripely advised in the only cpurtr 
oompetent" 

** Sir William Ashton,** answered <^ 
Master with warmth^ «« the lands which 
you now occupy were granted to mj re- 
mote ancestor for services done with faiif 
fiword against the English invaders. H©w 
they have glided from us by a train of pro*^ 
ceedings that seem to be neither saley nor 



aettgage, nor adjodicatioD fi>f debt, but a^ 
non^desciipt and eaiangled mixture of all* 
these ]Eight8<*i«-hov anauaUrent has been* 
accumulated upcHi principal, and' no- nook 
or coign of legal advantage left unoocupied^ 
until our intei^est in our hereditary proper*., 
ty seems to have melted awUy like an ieicto* 
in thaw«-i-all this yea understand better; 
tl^an I dot* I am willing, boweAi^r, tasup^ 
pose, fram the frankness <^. your oonductr 
towards me, ibat I may in a gveat measuro«> 
have mifitaken your character, and that, 
tilings may have appeared right and fitting- 
to you, a skilful and practiced lawyer,, which^ 
to my ignorant understanding seem very* 
Uttle short of injustice apd gross oppress 
^on»^ . 

** And youi my dear Master,^ answefed^ 
Sir William, ** you^ permit me to say, havc^ 
been equally misrepresented to me. I waa^ 
taught to: believe yqu a. fierce, impericHis, 
hot-headed youth, j:;eady, at the slightest* 
provocatioDy to throw yowtftword into the^ 
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seaiev of justice^ and to appeal to those 
rude and forcible measures fieom which cf« 
vil polity has long protected the people of 
Scotland^ * Then^ since we were nJutuaUy 
nibtakcsi tn* each other» why should not die 
young nobleman be willing to listen to the 
old lawyer, while, at least» be eiq)lain8 the 
pDit ts'of differebce betwixt tliem f 

'* No^ my/ lord," answered Kavenswood ; 
,^*it is in the Estata^ c^ the natiom in Uie 
supreme Court of ^Pariisment^ that we must 
pariey together. The belted Xwdsa and 
bot^bs of Scotland, her ancient peers and* 
baronage^ must decide, if it ia their wUl that 
a bouse, not tlK^ teast ikriale of their mem- • 
bem, shall be stripped erf* their possessions, 
the reward of the patriotism of generations, 
as the pawnof a wretched mechanic be- 
csMuds forfeit to the usurer the instiant the 
hour of redemption has pi^aed away. If 
they yield to the. grasping severity of the 
tareditor, and to the gnawing usury that 
ewls into our bndb us moths into raiment^ 
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it vrill beof iiKMre evil consequeaee to thett 
and their posteritythan to NorniaD.R9:ireii^ 
wood— -I shall still have my sword and mjr 
cloak, and can foOaw the proftasion of am^ 
wherever a trumpet shall sound." 

As he.piKmotuiiced these worcK io ^ ^nn 
yetmelanic^hoiy tope, he raised his eyes> and 
atiddealy encountered l^ose erf* Lucy Aslu 
too, who had stolen unawares on thQir:ui« 
terview,. and crfistrved her looks fiurteoed 
otk thetniwitii ran expreflsioQ of .enthusiastic 
itUereK) and admiration, which had rapt her 
for the xnament beyond the fear of dtacto^ 
very. The noble form and fine features of 
lUvenswood, fired with the .pride of birth 
and swM of jfitemal.digntty-*^he meUow 
and expressive tones of his voicOt the deso* 
late state jof his fortunes, and the indifler- 
enoe with wthich he seemed to endure and to 
dam the womt that might befidl, rend^ed 
him a dangemus object jof contemplafeion 
for a msdiden ah^y too much disposed to 
dwell upon recqlleiStionSi connected with 
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tim. When their eyes eneoantered eftdt 
^dier» both bluisbed deefdy, ccmscious of 
lome strong kitemaieindtiotHund shunned 
igain to meet «each iithei^s look. 

Sir William Ashtoii hud^ of ciDur8iefi%tose>. 
)y watched the expre^hm' of their €<H}hte- 
iiances. ^ 1 need fear/' tikmglit %e to 
himself, <'>neitber Parliament n(»r|ifOfieMi^ 
4i6n; I have an effectual itiodeof^onei* 
ling myself with this 'boMein{90fed '^^tm^ 
fellow^ in case he shall becMiieJfimnidalble; 
The present object is^ at^all eveiHQ^ to ax^id 
committing ourseltea. The hook is fixed; 
^e wiil not straintheihie ^9o^mi-4tts as 
^U to reserve the {itivi^e of slipping it 
lodse, if wedo hot^find'the&h worth 4and» 

mg.*' ' ' , ,: 

In tUs syifish and (irit^l calciillition upcm 
the supposed attachment of Ravens w<iod 
to Lucy, he Was'sbfar from ctm«ide)rittg' the 
pain he might give to tiie fommr, by iimk 
dallying with bis affections, that l^e did not 
even think upon the risk of involving his 
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^tm daugbter in 4he perils of ta unfor- 
tunate passion; as if her prediiectioa, 
^hich could cot escape his at^tention, were 
like the ^ame of a taper, which might be 
lighted or extioguished at pleasure. But 
Prol^defioe hod prepared a dreadfiil requi- 
tal for this keen observer of human pas* 
sioDs> who had spent bis life.iQ securing 
advantages to himself by artfu|ly workiing 
^iqpo\i tbe .passions of others* 

Caleb Balderstone now came to announce 
that break&st was prepared i fyr^ in, those 
days of substantial ^eedin^ the reliquqs of 
the supper amply furnish/^ forth the mcM:n« 
ing meaU Either did he. forget tQ.jp^e^ 
seiH; to the Lord Keeper, with great reve^ 
rence, a moraing-draught in a large pewtejr 
^^9 garnished with leases of parsley and 
scurvy.grass. He craved pardQn> of coiicsd» 
fer having omitted, to serve it in the; great 
%er standing cup as behoved,^ . being that 
it was at present in a silversmith^'s iii;£din* 
burgb^ for the purpose of b^ing overlaid^ 
with gilt 
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^ In Edinburgh sure enough,'' said Rfl- 

venswood ; ^* but in what place, or for 

ivhat purpose, I am afraid neither you nor 

I know.'* 

** Aweel !" said Caleb peevishly, " there's 

a man standing -at the gate already this 

morning — that's ae thing that I ken — Does 

your honour ken whether ye will speak wi* 

bim or no ?' . 

** Does he wish to speak with me, Qa^ 

leb f' 

*^ Less will no serve him," said Cald?; 

<* but ye had best take a visie of him 

through the wicket before, open^^g tbe 

gate-— its no every ane we suld let into ^m 

castle." 

^^ What! do yon suppose -him to. be a 

messenger come to arrest me for deb^?** 

said Ravenswood, 

** A messenger arrest your honour €m 

debt, and in your Castle of Wolfs Crag ! — 

iToor honour is jeasting wi' auld Caleb this 

moming.'^ However, he whispered an his 

ear as he followed him out, << I would be 

a 
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loth to do ony decent man a prejadice in 
your honour's gude opinion ; but I wad take 
twa looks of that chield before I let him 
within these walls." 

He was not an officer of the law» h o wever ; 
beiog no less a person than Captain Craigen« 
gelt, with his nose as red as a comfortable 
cup of brandy could make it, his laced 
cocked-hat set a little aside upon the top 
of his black riding periwig, a sword by his 
side, and pistcds at his holsters, and his per« 
son arr<nyed in a riding suit, laid over with 
tarnished lace,«-— the very moral of one who 
would say, Stand, to a true man. 

When the Master had recognized him, he 
ordered the gates to be opened. ^* I sup- 
pose," he said, " Captain Craigengelt, there 
are no Buch weighty matters betwixt you 
and me, but what may be discussed in this 
place. I have company in the castle at pre- 
sent, and the terms upon which we last 
parted must excuse my asking you to make 
part of them." 

VOL. u. c • 
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Crai^ngelw altfaou^ pdtis^ftitig ih^vdiy 

piAftetioxi of impwim<it, ma mmtiifhik 

" He had no intention,*' bte siHd^ ** io fbre^ 
himMf Upcfn the Master df R^yielii^Wdoa's 
htHtpitftlity-^he ifU iA the hbfiotirdble Hit^ 
viiB^ Of bti«Hflg a Menage ta biib fi^odi » 
Mm6f dther^iSe the Jifftiitdrdf R«VenS4(r66d 
9li«)uld n6t hAvti had tiefdito^ (Jd cbtitpiiali idf 
^ib ItithiliOil." 

« Let It b«e> ^d^ ^i/* siM tliie Maiitfei>,- 
« m thtd Will Be iti6 beftt aj^ldg^^ Wfid 
id thd gentleikii^H wHd i§ 9d fortttd&l^ id td 
liave your, ^fet^idfes is- a mesyerigef f 

k< My mUM Mr H^yStott bf ^vickU^;' 
lAmitt'd Crdiptigdt, ^nh ctoM^iotid M^ 
fmtinciy tlild that t^Mlfidehce Which the i^>. 
kftdw1<$dgM cbUnip df m ptiUcipiil ihs^- 
te&i " #&d cdhediVeJ hftri^elf to Hav^ bluett 
ti^Mid by ybta With sdaiieifthig itltteh tifttyft 
M itfe r^^et Which he hid readdd t« d^ 
eakMy kM ineiiime h mdlHQ. Vo 'e*»ct 
satisfaction. I bring with iric,^ ^atid Bi^ 
taking a piece of pBper out of b& p^ket, 
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^< the precise length of his sword ; and he 
requests you will meet him, accompanied 
by a iHend, and equally armed, at any place 
within a mile of the castle, when I shall 
gtve attendance as umpire or second on his 
liehodf.'' 

** Satisfactibn— and equal iarms !*' repeat- 
ed Ravenswood, who, the reader will re- 
cbliect, had no reason to suppose he had 
given the slightest ofFence to his late in* 
rifatc-=-** upon my wotd, Captain Cralgen- 
g'elt, either you have ihvc^hted the most im- 
probable falsehood that ever came into the 
mind of such a person, or your morning, 
^ktight hfis been sotaiewhat of the strong, 
est. What could persuade Bueklaw to send 
me ^uch a message ?" 

^ For that, sir," replied Craigengelt, ** I 
aih desii^d tb refer you to what, in duty 
to tny tiitody I am to t^rm yduf inhospi* 
tality in excluding him from yoiir house, 
wiChotit i^siMi6 assigned/' 

«< It is iitipo^ible,'* replied the Master f 
<< he cfiififtdt be such a fool as fco ititerpret 
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actual necessity as an insult. Nor do I 
believe, that,, knowing my opinion of you, 
captain, he would have eniployed the. ser- 
vices of so slight and inconsiderable a per- 
son as yourself upon such an errand, as I 
c€:rtainly could expect no man of honour . 
to act with you in the ofiBce of umpire." - 
<< I slight and inconsiderable !'^ said . 
Craigengelt, raising his voice, and laying 
liis hand on his cutlass } << if it were npt 
that the quarrel of my friend craves the 
precedence, and is in dependence before 
my own, I would give you to under- 
stand"-^ — 

** I can understand nothing upon your , 
explanation. Captain Craigengelt. Be satis- , 
fied of that, and oblige me with your de« 
parture." 

«< P n r muttered th^ bully j « and ; 

is this the answer which I am to carry back , 
to an honourable message ?" 

" Tell the Laird, of Bucklaw," answered 
Ravenswpod, ** if ypu are really sent by 
him, that when be sends me bis cau^ qf 
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grievance by a person fitting to carry such 
an errand betwixt him and me, I will ei- 
ther explain it or maintain it.** 

<* Then, Master, you will at least cause 
to be returned to Hayston, by my hands, 
his property which is remaining in your 
pos^ssion." 

" Whatever property Bucklaw may have 
left behind him^ sir/' replied the Master, 
^< shall be returned to him by my servant, 
as you do not shew me any credentials 
from him which entitle you to receive it." 

•« Well, Master," said Captain Craigen- 
^gelt, with malice which even his fear of the 
consequences could not suppress; << you 
have this morning done me an egregious 
wrong and dishonour, but far more to 
yourself. A castle indeed ?" he continued, 
looking around him ; *^ why this is worse 
than a coupe-gorge house, where they re- 
ceive travellers to plunder them of their 
^operty." 

f' You insolent rascal," said the Master, 
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raising his cane, and makiag a grasp at tijf 
captain'9 |)ridle, ** if you do not dqpait 
without uttering ataothcp isyllable, I wifl 
batoon you to death/- 

At the motion of tha Matter towaidi 
l^imi the bully turned io sharply rquni, 
that with some difficulty be escaped theewr 
ing down his horse, vbnfe boofi atrack 
iire frqm the rooky p%yan)ent in evwy dh^ 
rection. Recovering hioa, bowever» mtk 
the bridle» he pushed for the gate, and 
rode sharply back again in the direction of 
the villsj^e* 

As BaveQswQod turned romid ta leav^ 
the couft^yard after this dialogue^ he fwnd 
that the Lord Keeper had descended from 
the haUi and witnessed, though at t|ie dia« 
tance prescribed by politeness^ his intes- 
yiew with Craigenge^t 

« I have seen,** said the Lord Keepei^ 
<« that gentleman's face, and at no great 
distance of time — his name is Craig—-. 
Craig-T-sorpething, is it not V 

** Craigengelt is the feOow's name/' said 
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^he H^st^T^ *' ^t I/sast th^t by w^uph hf 
pfi^es at pr^sQUt/' 

*^ Cr^g-in-guih," pi^d Caleb, punning 
upoq the wore} cra^^, w'^^P^ in Sco);cl) sji^ 
ni.fies throat } ** if bjs is CFaig-in-guiit jl|^ 
;npif, he i^ as iiljcly to b^ Craig-iftrpeql a^ 
ony chield I ever saw— the loon has woQ4i^ 
wm^ «n l|is very yispptpy, %nd I wad 
V^^ |;wj» ak4 ^ pl^pk ^hat heiqp plaits 

hjw ijr^vat yp V' 
•^ Ypq jjn^^rstiand phy^icngnpnjy, good 

Mr Paleb," ^^id thp Keeper, sr^mng ^ <* I 
assure you the gentleman has been near 
such' a consummation before now— for I 
most distinctly recollect, that, upon occa- 
sion of a journey which I made about a 
fortnight ago to Edinburgh, I saw Mr 
Craigengelt, or whatever is his name, un- 
dergo a severe examination before the 
Privy Council." 

** Upon what account ?" said the Master 
of Ravens wood, with some interest. 

The question led immediately to a talt 
which the Lord Keeper had been very 
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anxious to introduce, when he could find 
a graceful and fitting opportunity. He 
took hold of the Master's arm, and led him 
back towards the hall. " The answer to 
your question," he said, ** though it is a 
ridiculous business, is only fit for your own 
ear." 

As they entered the hall, he again took 
the Master apart into one of the recesses 
of the window, where it will be easily be- 
lieved that Miss Ashton did not venture 
again to intrude upon their conference. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Here is a fiither now. 



Will truck his daughter for a foreign venture. 
Make her the stop-gap to some cankered feudi 
Or fling her o'er, like Jonah, to the fishesi 
To appease the sea at highest 

Anonjfmous* 

The Lord Keeper opened his communi- 
cation with an appearance of unconcern, 
marking, however, very carefully, the effect 
of his communication upon young Ravens* 
wood. 

** You are aware,'* he said, •* my young 
friend, that suspicion is the natural vice of 
our unsettled times, and exposes the best 
and wisest of us to the imposition of art- 
ful rascals. If I had been disposed to lis-r 
ten to such the other day, or even if I had 

c2 



been the wily politician which you have 
been taught to believe me, you, Master of 
Ravenswood, instead of being at freedom, 
and with full ^liberty to solicit and act 
against me a^ yqu please, in defence of 
what J du suppose to te your ris:hts, would 
have been in the Castle pf Edinburgh, or 
some othpr $tate prison ; or, if ycux^ad es- 
caped, that destiny, it must have been by- 
flight to a foreign country, and at the risk 
of a sentence of fugitation." 

'' My Lord Keeper," said the Master, 
.^( I dunk you would not jest on such a sub- 
ject^ — ^yet it seems impossible yau can be ia 
earnest." 

« Innocence,' ' said the Lord Keeper* ** it 
also confident, and sometimes, though v^eiy 
excusably^ presumptuovi$ly sp " 

^< I do not understand,'' laid ^i^Y«Qfr 
wood, M how a consciousness of iimQWWf9 
can be, in any case, accounted presiMnpIl^ 



pus.'' 



«< Imprudent, at kaat, it may be caUod^^^ 
said Sir William Ashton, << since it is apt 



THS BEQ^P 09 hAHMMaMOOR. 0ft 



t9 U%d Hs iato the ffustake of 
t)^i(t suffiqeatly ^yi^ent to Qtbers, of which, 
in ^c{;, w^ 9Xf flnly OQQftpipus auradves. I 
l^ve kapwR ^ i?ogi)e, for this very reason, 
make a better defence th^n an inaoceat man 
cqu)4 f^av^ ^gqe ip t|^e same circumstances 
of suspipion. |iayiiig 9Q cqnsciousness of 
innocence to support him, quch a feUpw 
i^.liei^ hiiqo^lf tot all thp advantages ^ich 
the l^w will ^ffi>rd hipif and sometimes (if 
l^is cp^n$e) be rn^q of tolMl;,) succeeds in 
cogipiel))ng his judgfi9 tq receive him as ta« 
vpQ^PlLj I tem9tBfit\)er the cselebr»ted case 
of Sir Coolie Condidd^ Qf Candid^lc* who 
w#9 tcjed for theft under trmt» of which all 
tj»e lyorld l^opw him gujlty, and yet iyas 
Ho^ pnly apguittf d, hHt lii^ to sit in judfih 
i^eat ^ iimm\9f folks." 

<f Allo>|ir n^f tp jipg yftu ^iU relufn to 
the Bpjttfe," 8%i4 th# Jjf^tter j « jwu seemaa. 
to ^y th^it I hj^ ^uSered under Biome aofe 

c^ f4».ew yfl^ Ih^ ES^pfe «f it J if I happwk 

11 
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only to have them with me.— Here, Lock* 
hard'* — ^His attendant came— '^ Fetch me 
the little private mail with the padlocks, 
that I recommended to your particular 
charge— -d'ye hear ?'* 

•* Yes, my lord.'' Lockhard vanished ; 
and the Keeper continued as if half speak* 
ing to himself. 

*• I think the papers are with me— I 
think so, for as I was to be in this country, 
it was natural for me 'to bring them with 
me. I have themi however, at Ravens- 
wood Castle, that I am sure of— so perhaps 
you might condescend" 

Here Lockhard entered, and put the 
leathern scrutoire, or maiLbox, into his 
hands. The Keeper produced one or two 
papers, respecting the information laid be- 
fore the Privy Council, concerning the 
riot, as it was termed, at the funeral of 
Allan Lord Ravenswpodi and the active 
share he had himself taken in quashing 
the proceedings against the Master. These 
documents had been selected with care, so 
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as to irritate the natural curiosity of Ra- 
venswood upon sueh a subject, without gra* 
%i»g it, yet to shew that Sir William 
Ashton had acted upon that trying ^occa- 
sion the part of an advocate and peace- 
maker betwixt him and the jealous autho- 
rities of the day. Having furnished his host 
with such subjects for examinatioUi the 
Lord Keeper went to the breakfast- table, 
and entered into light conversation, ad- 
dressed partly to old Caleb, whose resent* 
ment against the usurper of the Castle of 
Ravenswood began to be softened by his 
familiarityi and partly to his daughter. 

After perusing these papers, the Master 
of Ravenswood remained for a minute or 
two with his hand pressed against his brow^ 
ia deep and profound meditation. He* 
then again ran his eye hastily over the pa- 
peri^ as if destirous of discovering in them: 
some deep purpose, or some mark of fabric* 
cation, which had escaped him at first pe- 
rusal* Apparently the second reading con- 
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}»tx^ 9t tfee fir^t, far ^e started %«*i t^hp 

gping to thp Lflfd If eepjpr, tpolf hi^ h^iifl, 
and, strongly pr^s^ing i$, f^^k^ ^Is paif^pn 
r«p^te41y fqr the iiy^^tice he h^c) dcms 
him, wben it »pp^arc4 hp wjts pi:perippqii)g, 
gt h^ hand^f thp bepeitt of prot^liqn tp 
his por^op, Md yipdicatioa to hts cha- 
ractex* 

Tha 9t9te9iqan received the^p apI^nQWr 
lodgments at first with wpU-ieignpd wxr 
pirise» and thm with 9n ^ffectatipp of fnuidc 
cordiality. The t«ar$ h^g«n fdip^dy 1to 
start ftow Lucy'fii blue eyes a^t vieving this 
unexpected and moving scene. Ta see 
the Master, late 9p. haughty md rpnerveaijj 
and whom she had always spppoged the iih 
jured person, supplicating hei father §n 
forgiveness, was a change 4t once mw^ii^ 
wig, flattering, and affecting^ 

*« Dry your eyes, Lucy," said her &th.ef } 
i^ why should you weep, becaus^e your ^ 
ther, though a lawyer, is discovered to 1^ 
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« fair an^ l^onourable man i — W^at hfiv^ 
y(Hi to thaai: me fo^; ofiy dear ^^m&^i" h^ 
continued, addressing R^vfif^v^qq^ .<• tlfiit 
you would not have 49M i^ my case? 
< Suum cuiqm trib^Uoy ^as t}^^ Rom^n jui^ 
tice, and I learned it wben I ^tu^ied Just^ 
nian. S^e^e^ bave yoi| npt overpaid xOi^ 
a thousapd tiines \xk saving th« life ^ tbii 
dear child ?- 

** Yes/^ answered tiie Mastw, in all t^p 
remorse of self-accusation ; ^^ but the little 
service / did was an act of m^re brutal in^ 
3tiiict ; ^Ki^nr defence of my caQie, ^h^n you 
knew haw ill I thought of ypu» and hQW 
much I was. diapose^ to b§ your eq^emy^ 
was an act of geijierous, manly, aod (xonsir 
derate wisdom." 

<< Bshaw ?' said the Lord Keeper^ <! e^oh 
of us acted in his qv&x wsay ; ypu as a gallgnt 
soldi^ I as an upright judge and privy?- 
councillor. We could not, perhaps, hate 
changed parts-<^at least I shiiuld have 
made a very, sorry Tauaridoti and yo^, mj 
good Mastejv though youc ca$ta^ is so €»? 
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cdlent, might havie pleaded it perhaps 
worse yourself, than I who acted for you 
before the council;" 

^ My generous friend !" said Bivenswood ; 
and with that brief word, which the Keeper 
had often lavished on him, but which he 
himself now pronounced for the first time, 
he gave to his feudal enemy the fuIl<:onfi- 
dence of an haughty but honourable heart. 
He had been remarked among his contem- 
poraries for sense and acuteness, as well as 
for his. reserved, pertinacious, and irascible 
character. His prepossessions accordingly, 
however obstinate^ were of a nature to give 
way before love and gratitude ; and the real 
charms of the daughter, joined to the sup- 
posed services of the father, cancelled in his 
memory the vows of vengeance which he had 
taken so deeply on the eve of his father's 
funeral. But they had been heard and re* 
gistered in the book of fate. 

Caleb was present at this extraordinary 
scene, and he could conceive no other rea^ 
son for a proceeding so extraordinary than 
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an alltanee betwixt the houses, and Ravens- 
wood Castle assigned for the young lady's 
dowry* As for Lucy, when Ravenswood 
uttered the most passionate excuses for his 
ungrateful negligence, she could but smile 
through her tears, and, as she abandoned 
her hand to him, assure him, in broken ac- 
cents, of the delight with which she beheld 
tbe complete reconciliation between her fa- 
ther and her deliverer. Even the stated- 
man was moved and affected by the fiery, 
unreserved, and generous self-abandonment 
with which the Master of Ravenswood re- 
nounced his feudal enmity, and threw him- 
self without h^tation upon his forgiveness. 
His eyes glistened as he looked upon a cou- 
ple who wese obviously becoming attached, 
ftud who seemed made for each other. He 
thought bow high the proud and chivalrous 
character of Ravenswood might rise under 
inany circumstances,in. which he found him- 
self << over^crowed," to lise a phrase of Spen- 
cer, and kept under, by his brief pedigree, 
Aiid timidity of dispositioii. Then his 
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^^augblierTTrl^is fAMQurite oUUfr^hia cob- 
8({UR( ^y-m^«-nr&^Mttefl forttied to live 
l^APF^ in 1^ ^niPii wiih awh a cominaiid- 
ing 9pint A3 Riiiy^easwopd; and even t&e 
inpi ^^icat^, frggil^ forgi pf Luc^ Asjiton 
H^l^ei to requife tki lupj^rt of tl|p Mas- 
taff mmoi^r itrengtli ai^d maicttUae afaa- 
WfHth And U «M not merely duriag a 
jp^w iPinute^ that Sir Wiliiana AslitoD lode- 
ed upon thffi^ marriage aa a. probable and 
even desir^bl? evmt» for a full hour ioter- 
^eoed ^P his iiniiginatioii wasi croaaed by 
|€)cpUe«tipn of thp Maater'a pover^t end 
4})P Qpr^in displeasure of Lady Ashtoo. 
It i$ certain* that the very unuauai dow of 
Ji^indly fpelipg with whif:h the I^ird ^ioeeper 
ll%4 l^n thus surprised* was one of the 
.^ifciffiipit^npes which gave oauGh tadt en- 
f^PHf^gprn^Qt ^ to thp attaphment between 
thp Mastpr 9;i)d his daughter* and led both 
^he }pvprs distiuctly to believe that ^t sras 
% appn^Ptjftfi y»hich woi^ld he most i^ee- 
§ble tq hiin* He hiipsplf was. supposed to 
hfvf; fKlpiitted tbis.effect* when, long after 



the ca^tftstjpp^p ©f ^h^* |p»fe he iisfd tp 
warn Iu9 hearera aiaiiisfc pfiroai^tiQg (b^ 
feeljqgs to obtfii^ an ascf^p^anpy over tb«ir 
judgfo^nty apd ^%m ihpt the gFWtest mil- 
fortune «f h|i li^ MTcis awiQg to ^ very teflA- 
powry pr^^Qqiiiismqp flf iepfti(}|Utjr ftvcr 
«elf.mt?rf »*• It mi*^» liP PWBSd, if mei^ WA» 
tbe ci^, he wm IpDg and severely pmijil^ 
ed for an oflfence of very brief dpr^liop^ . 

A^ fffffie P*u«|ef ^he Lord i(wper re- 
•unaed t^e cpaverfa^ion.— " |a ypuf lar- 
f 1^8^ at Anting infi «n hpnP|t9r mm than 
you expected, you have Ippt your ciiriodity 
^^t ^is Craigeiigett, my gpod ¥»8ter ; 
an^ yet yo^f aame w%s hronght ip iq the 
^urve 9f that mattf r IPP*" 

<^The fcoundfell'- 9fii4 RavepawPPd; 
^ ^y PQnPPCtia^ .i^ith hha w%8 pf t^p niw^ 
temporary nature possible ; ai|{| y^t I waa 
^cry foo^ah tP lK>hi any cognquni^ation 
^th him at alL— Whs^t d j4 he ^fiy pf m« P* 

M £p4a(4ghi'' said th^ Keeper, ff to ^xeite 
tile vpry loy4 (^dr^pr^ pf aQ«e qf pv^r aagea. 
^hjE) ufi ^r |^o0e$din^ »g9»A»t meit Pl| 
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the mere grounds of suspicion or mercena- 
ry information — Some nonsense about' your 
proposing to enter into the service of 
-France, or of the Pretender, I don't recol- 
lect which, but which the Marquis of A , 

one of yout best friends, and another per- 
son^ one of your worst and most interested 
^enemies, could not, some how, be broujght 
to listen to." 

•* I iam obliged to my honourable friend — 
aiid yet" — shaking the Lord Keeper's hand 
-^'' and yet I am still more obliged to my 
honourable enemyi" - , 

^* Inimicus amidgsimuSy^ said the Lord 
Keeper, returning the pressure j •* but this 
gentleman — ^this Mr Haystoun of Biicklaw 
— 'I am afraid the poor young man — I heard 
the fellow mention hisname — ^is 'under very 
bad guidance."' 

" He is old enough to govern himself,^ 
answered the Master. 

*< Old enough, periiaps, but scarce wise 

enough, if he has chosen this fellow for his 

jfidt^ Achates. Why, he lodged an informa- 
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tion against him — ^that is, such a conse- 
quence might have ensued from his exa- 
mifiation, had we not looked rather at the 
character of the witness than the tenor of 
his evidence." 

" Mr Haystoun of Bucklaw,'' said the 
Master, <^ is, I believe, a most honourable 
man, and capable of nothing that is mean 
or disgraceful.** 

*^ Capable of much that is unreasonable 
though, that you must needs allow, Mas- 
ten Death will soon put him in possession 
of a fair estate, if he hath it not already ; 
old Lady Girnington— an excellent per- 
son, excepting that her inveterate ill-na- 
ture rendered her intolerable to the whole 
world— is probably dead by this time. Six 
heirs portioners have successively died to 
make her wealthy. I know the estates well ; 
they march with my own — ^a noble pro- 
perty." 

" I anoL glad of it," said Ravenswood, 
** and should be more so, were I confident 
^hat Bucklaw would change his company 
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tod hibits with his fortunes, lliis app^r^ 
&hce of Craigtngelt, acting in tlie capacity 
6f his friend, is ^ ttiost vile augury for his 
future respettability.^ 

" He is a bird of evil omen, to be sure,** 
i^aid the Keeper, " and croaks of jail and 
gallow6-tree.— But I see Mf Caleb grows 
itnpsltient for our retuhi to breakfastf' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^, sUlj at home and take an old man's eoandl ; 
Si^ iiot to ba«k you l^y a itranger^ hdurOi ; 
Onr own blue smoke is wanner HbMi ftilS^ B^. 
Bomeatic food is whblesdme^ iiawffi 'tis itomelfj 
•^>d foreign dainties poiscmoas, though tasteftiL 

i%€ French &<mrte:utiu 

Tai Master df Rivfehsifeood took aft op. 
IJwftiWtJf to Ifeave hits guests to prepare fbr 
their departure, while hfe himself made thij 
^ri# arrafigi^irients tfectefesary previdus to 
fi» ABsSttcfe fr6to WblP^ Crag for a day dr 
two. ft if^^ tifecessary to coihtiiuhifcatti 
^Mi €klfeb oil ttiis oddksibni add he found 
ffiiJt Ikithfiil s^rvit* m his TOdty atid ruin- 
ous aeh, gt^eaay delightted ^ith the dcipitri 
tnrfe tef tVeir vhitdrS, and tfomjitltiiig how 
tetf^, ^th godd mana^dfnent, thfe prot^i- 
Stefafe Mifck had bfeeh iihfeipehdfeii Wight 
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furnish forth the Master's table. ^< He*s 
sae belly-gody that's ae blessing ; and 
Bucklaw's gane» that could have eaten a 

horse behind the saddle. Cresses or water- 

• 

purpie» and a bit oatcake, can serve the 

Master for breakfast as weel as Caleb. Than 

* 

for dinner — there's no muckle left on^ the 
spule-bane ; it will brand er though--->it will 
brander very weel." 

His triumphant calculations were inter-, 
rupted by the Master, who communicated 
to him, not without some hesitation, his 
purpose to ride with the Lord Keq[>er as 
&r as Ravenswood Castle^ and to remain 
there for a day or two." 

" The mercy of Heaven . forbid !" said 
the old serving-man, turning as pale as the 
table-cloth which he was folding, up. 

<< And why> Caleb?" said his master, 
« why should the mercy of Heaven forbid 
my returning the Lord Keeper's visit ?" 

** Oh, sir !" repUed Caleb—** O. Mr Ed- 
gar I X am your servant, and it ill becomes 
ms to speak — ^but I am an auld servant— 
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have served baith your father and good*, 
sirey aad mind to have seen Lord Randal, 
your great-grandfather-^but that was when 
I was a bairix.^ 

•• And what of all this, Balderstone f"' 
answered the Master ; << what can it pos» 
sibly have to do with my paying some or* 
dioary civility to a neighbour ?'* 

« O Mr Edgar,-^that is, my lord !'*— 
answered the Butler, ** your ain consci- 
ence tells you it isna for your father's son 
to be neighbouring wi' the like o' him-— it 
isna for the credit of the family. An he 
were ance eonoe to teraas, and to gi'e ye 
back your ain^ e'en though you suld ho- 
aour his house wi' your alliance, I suldna 
aay nft-~fer the young leddy is a winsome 
sweet Qreature«-*>But keep your ain state, 
wi' them««»I ken the race^o' them weel-^ 
they will think the mair p' ye." 

•* Why, now, you go farther than I do^ 
€ald),^' said the Mastet, drowning a certain 
itgtet of consciousness in a forced laugh ; 
^* you are for mariying me into a family 
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that yon will not allow me to Ttait— *hMv^s 
this?— *and you look as pale as tteath^beit 

sides/* 

" O, sir/* repeated Caleb again, «• you 
would but laugh if I tauld it ; but ThoiHas 
the Rhymer, whose tongue couldna be 
fause, spoke the word of your bouse that 
will e*en prove ower true if you go to Ra- 
venswood this day — O that it should e*er 
have been fulfilled in my time 1*^ 

*< And what is it, Caleb r said Ravens 
wood, wisbing^o ^ooth the fears of .hiti«okl 
servant* 

Caleb repliedy'^^ he had never rep^ate4 
the lines to living mortal — ^they were told 
to hhn by an auld priest that had been 
confessor to Lord Allan's father whentbt 
family were catholic. But monya time»^ 
he said, ^« I hae soughed thae dark words 
ower to mysell, and, welUa-day ! little did 
I think of their coming round thisday*** 

** Truce with your nonsense,, aad let nie 
hear the doggrel which has put it into your 
head,** said the Master impatiently. ^ / 

10 



TOB wauom or lUkxuBuiooR. ys 

Witib a qniteni^ Ttice, and a cheek pal9 
with apprebenaioD, Caleb faultered out the 
fbJlowiDg lines :*^ 

• • • 

'' Wheii tlie kft Laird of Baveagwood to Ba?enfw 

ahall ride. 

-^ • 

And wooe a dead maiden to be hia bride. 
He shall stable his steed in the Kelpie's flowi 
And his name diall be lost for evermoe !" 

^* I know the Kelpie's flow well endugh } 
I suppose, at least, you mean the quick- 
sand i)etwixt this tower and Wolf s-bope $ 
but ^y any man in Us senses should stabA 
a steed thercf?— — 

•* O, never speer ony thing about that^ 
sir — Ood- forbid we should ken what the 
prophecy nieans*-4>ut just bide you at 
hame, and let the strangers^ ride to Ra- 
veMmooA by themselvesi - We have done 
aneugh for them ; and to do mair^ would 
be mass agiunst the credit of the fiioiily 
than tn its favour." 

^« Well, Caleb/' said the Master, ^M give 
you the best possible credit for yoar good 
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ftdvice on this oceaiidv); bat at I do fiot 
go to Ravenswood to seek a bride» dead: or 
alive, I hope I shall chiM^.abeltbi^ atiddie, 
for my borse than the Kelpie's quick- sand, 
and especially as I have always had a par- 
ticular dread of it since the patrole of dra- 
goons were lost there ten years since* My 
father and I saw them from the tower 
struggling against the advancing tide» and 
they were lost long before aAy fae^ coold 
reach t^m." 

<< Anc) they.deservedrit weel^.theBcmtiN 
era loons/' said Caleb ; ^ f what had .thef 
ado capering on our sands, and bindenng 
a wh6?n honest falk £rat brkigiog on shore 
adrap brandy ? I hae seen thtm that bu^^ 
that I w^ baeiiredthe<aiild cuhreiin, or 
the demt^ket thatj9. on the south, bartisao 
at them# only I was feared tbey m%ht, burst 
in ;the ganging off." 

Caleb's brain was enow lUly engaged 
with abuse of the English JoUiery and eK^ 
cisiemen, so tluKt his niaster found no great 
diffieuhy in cecapiiig firom bim aod Dcgeiot 
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kig Im gu€ats» All was now ready for their 
di^rtiune ; md one of the Lord Keeper's 
gfOQmfl havtti^ saddled the Master's steed, 
they laounted. ia the court-yard. 

Caleb bad» with much toil, opened the 
double doors of the outward gate, and 
thereat stationed himself, endeavouring, 
by the reverential, and, at the same time, 
consequential air which he assumed, to 
supply, by his own gaunt, wasted, and 
thin person, the absence of a whole baro* 
nial estabUshmettt pf porters, warders, and 
liveried menials* 

The Keeper relumed his deep reverence 
with a cosfUal farewell, stooping at the 
same time ffom his horse, and sliding into 
tiie Butler's hand the remuneration, which 
in those days was always given by a de- 
parting guest to the domestics of the fa* 
mily where he had been entertained. Lucy 
smiled on the old man- with her usual sweet- 
Bess, bade him adieii, and deposited he? 
guerdon With a grace of action, an4 a 
gemleiieto of accent, which could not have 
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failed to have vfon th^ faitbAd Ktainei^s 
heart, but for Thomas the ]lh|mer; and 
the successful lanvsoit afaiostfaia ntasten: 
As it wasi he mqght hvre adapted tlie 
guage of the Duke, in Ak ymu like k 



'' Thou wouldst have better pleased me with this deedj^ 
If thou hadst told me of another father*''.:-— 

Ravens wood was at the lack's bridfei^ 
rein, encouraging her tknidity, and g^Udng 
her horse carefully down tire rockjr pakb 
which led to the moor, when; oqa of the 
servants announced from the Dear tbatCa.-^ 
leb was calling loudly after thein, .dUsi^ 
mg to s^ak with hk ma^r» Ravensi^ 
wood felt it would look siiigular ta negUct 
this summons, although inwardly corsin^ 
Caleb for his impertinei^ offibiouaness (: 
therefore be was compelled to relin^uisli 
to Mr Lockhard the agreeable dvAy in 
which he was engaged, and to ride baok to^ 
the gate of ike courtryacd. Hern he. was 
beginning, somewhat peevishly,. to ask Qf^ 
leb the cause of his clainoiir> when the good^ 
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nM naa^exclaimeds ^< Whisht, sir ! whisht» 
and let sie apeak jitst ae word that I could* 
aa* sa|i: albre foDc-^there" — (putting into 
ias locd's hand the money be had jui^ 
Fec^¥ed)<*-»*^ there's three gowd pieces-*-* 
and ye'U want siller up- bye yonder — but 
stay, whisht now !** — for the Master was 
beginning to exclaim against this transfer. 
«Bce~^ never say a word, but just see to 
get them changed in the first to wiv ye ride 
tfcrough^ for they ace bran new frae the 
niot, attd kenspeekle a^wee bit*-" 

*^ You forget* Caleb,^ said his master, 
striving ta force back the money, on hift 
servant, and e&tricate the bridle from his 
hold<*-»'* You forget that I have some gold 
pieces left of my own. Keep these to your^ 
sel^ my old friend ; and, once more, good 
day. to you. X assure you I have plenty* 
You know you have managed that our living 
should cost us little or nothing." 

*< Aweel," said Caleb, '^ these will serve 
for you another time ; but see ye hae 
aneughy for, doubtless, for the credit of 
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the family, there maun be some civiHty tm^ 
the servants, and ye maun hae sodn^hii^ 
to mak a show with when they say. Mas- 
ter, will you bet a broad piece ? Then ye 
maun tak out your purse, and say, I carena 
if I do ; and tak care no to agree on the 
articles of the wager, and just put up your 
purse again, and*' 

" This is intolerable, Caleb— I really 
must be gone/' 

«« And you will go, then?" said Calebs 
loosening his hold Upon the Matter's cloak^ 
and changing his didactics into a pathetic 
and mournful tone — «* And you unU go, 
for a' I have told you about the prophecy^ 
and the dead bride, and the Kelpie's-q^uick- 
sand ?-r-Aweel ! a wilful man maun hae hkt 
way-T-he that will to Cupar maun to Cupar. 
But pity of your life, sir, if ye be fowling 
or shooting in the Park-^beware of drink- 
ing at the Mermaiden's well ■ He's ganel 
he's down the path, arro wflight after her ! — 
The head is as clean ta'en aff the Ravern^ 



( 
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wood family this day, as I wad chap the 
head affa sybo!" 

The old Butler looked long after his^ 
master, often clearing away the dew as it 
rose to his eyes, that he might, as long as 
pos^Ue, distinguish his stately form from 
those of the other horsemen. <* Close to 
her bridle-rein-«ay, close to her bridle* 
rein ! — Wisely saith the holy man, < By 
this also you may know that woman hath 
dominion over all men ;*^>— and without this 
lass would not our min have been altoge* 
ther fulfilled.'' 

With an heart fraught with $uch sad au* 
guries did Caleb return' to his necessary 
duties at Wolf's Crag, so soon as he could 
no longer distinguish the object qf ' his 
anxiety among the groope ot riders, which ^ 
diminished in the distance. 

In the mean time the party jpursued their 
TO^te joy fully. Having once taken his re« 
solution, the Master, of Ravenswood was 
not of a character to hesitate or pause upon 

D 2 
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k He abandoned himself to the pleasure 
lie felt in Miss Ashton's company, and dis* 
plkyed an assiduous gallantry, which ap- 
proached as nesffly to gaiety as ^e tempeir 
of his mind and state of his family permit^ 
ted. The Lord Ejeeper was much struck 
with his depth of observation, and die un-^ 
usual improvement which he had' derived 
from his studies. Of these accom|>l]sh« 
ments Sir William Ashtdn's profession and 
habits of society rend^ed him an excellent 
judge i and he well knew ho W' to appreciate 
a quality to which he himself was a total 
stranger, the brief and decided dauiittess- 
neas of the Master of Ravenswood^s disposi* 
lion, who seemed equally a stranger to doubt 
and to fear» In his heart the Lord Keeper 
rejoieed at having conciliated^an^ adversary 
80 formidnbH while, with a^ mijtture of 
pleasure and anxiety, he anticipated the 
great things his young companion might 
achieve^ were the breatii ()f'court-fayoiif to> 
ffil hiasailsr' 
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*« What could she desire," he thought, 

his mind always conjuring up opposition 

iu (he person of Lady Ashton to his now 

prevaUing wish-—** What could a woman 

desire in a Jtnatch^ more than the sopiting 

of .a very dangerous claim^ and the alliance 

of a son-in-law, noble, brave, well-gifled, 

and highly-connected— sure to float when* 

ev^r the tide sets his way — strong, exactly 

.where we are weak, in pedigree and in tlie 

temper of a swordsman ? — Sure no reasoi^- 

able woman woulcl he&itate-^But, alas 1"-?^ 

Here his argument was stopped by the con- 

49cious^ess tliat Lady Ashton was not al- 

Wfays reasonal^le, in his sense of the word, 

** Xa ivnefer some clownish Merse laird to 

thet^gallaj^t young nobleman, and to the 

sequfe .possession of Eavenswood upon 

terms Qf easy compromise-— it would hp 

the act of a jn^adwoman 1" 

Thu3 poiidered the veteran politician, 
until they reached Bittlebrains House, 
where it bad been previously settled thc^ 
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were to dine and repose themsdv^, and 
prosecute their journey in the afternoon. 

They were received with an excess of 
hospitality ; and the most marked attention 
was offered to the Master of Ravenswood^ 
in particular, by their noble entertainerSi 
The truth was, that Lord Bittlebrains had 
obtained his peerage by a good deal of 
plausibility, an art of building up a charae^ 
ter for wisdom upon a very trite style of 
common-place eloquence, a steady obsei^ 
vation of the changes of the times, and 
the power of rendering certain political 
services to those who could best reward 
them. His lady and he not feeling quite^ 
easy under their new honours, to which- 
Use had not adapted their feelings, were 
very desirous to procure the fraternal- 
countenance of those who were born de« 
nizens of the regions into which they had; 
been exalted from a lower sphere^ The 
extreme attentions which they paid to the 
Master of Ravenswood, had its usual efibct. 



^^ 
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in exAUmg his importance in the eyen of 
the Lord Keeper, who, although he had 
a reasonaUe degree of contempt for Lord 
Bitttebrains^ general parts, entertained a 
hi;h opinion of the acuteness of his judg* 
fflent in matters of self-interest. 

" I wish Lady .Ash ton had seen this,"* 
was his internal reflection j " no man 
knows so well as Bittlebrains on which 
side his bread is buttered ; and he fiiwns 
ra the Master like a beggar's messan on a 
cook. And my lady, too, bringing forward 
her beetle-browed misses to skirl and play 
upon' the virginals, as if she said, pick and 
chuse. TPhey are no* more comparable to 
J^ncy than an <>wl is to a cygnet, and so 
they may carry their black brows ta a 
ferthcr market.** 

Thei^ entertainnient being ended, our tra* 
vellers, who had still to measure the long* 
est part of their journey, resumed their 
horses; and after the Lord Keeper, the 
Master, and the domestics, bad drunk dock* 
W(2o7roeA, or the stirrup-cup, in the tk 

2. 
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quors adapted to their various raoks^ the 
cavalcade resumed its prpgress* 

It was dark by the time thej* entered* 
the avenue of Raveoswood Castle^ a long 
straight line leading directly, to the front 
of the house» flanked with huge elm-trees,^ 
which sighed to the night- wind,, as if they 
compassionated the heir of their ancient 
proprietors^, who now returned to their^ 
shades in the society, and almost in the te* 
tinue, of their new master. Some feelings 
of the same kind oppressed the mind of 
^e Master himself. He gradually became 
silent, and dropped a little behind the 
lady, at whose bridle-rein he had hitherto 
waited with such devotioa. He weU re* 
collected the period, when, at the same 
hour in the evening, he had accompanied 
bis father, as that nobleman left, never a^un 
to return to it, the mansion from wluch 
he derived his name and title. The ez« 
tensive front of the old ca^e, oti which 
he remembered: having often looked backik 
was. then ^^ as black as xnourning weedJ.. 
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The saoae front now g^ced with many 
HghtSy some throwing far forward into the 
Bigbt a fixed and stationary blaze» wi 
others hurrying from one window to anb- 
ther^ intimating the bustle uid busy pre^ 
paration preceding their arrival, which had 
been intimated by an avant-courier. The 
contrast pressed so strongly upoa the Maa* 
ter's heart, as to awaken some of the sterner 
feelings with which' he had been accua- 
tomed to regard the new lord of his pater- 
nal domain, and to impress his counte- 
nance with an air of severe gravity, wheo^ 
flighted from his horse, he stood in the 
ball no longer his own, surrounded by the 
Qumerous meniak of its present owner. 

T^t Lord Keeper^ when about to wel- 
cooKe him with the cordiality which their 
l^te intercourse seemed to render proper, 
^came aware of the cbangOr refrained 
-^m his purpose, and only inthnated the 
cettBtony of reception by a deep reverence 
^ bis- guest, seeming thus delicately to 
^bare the feelings which predominated oa 
Wsbrow. 
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Two upper domesittcs, bearing each a 
huge pair of silver candlesticks, now mar- 
shalled the company into a large saloon 
or with-drawing room, where new altera- 
tions impressed upon Ravenswood the su- 
perior wealth of the present inhabitant 
of the castle. The mouldering tapestry, 
which, in his father's time, had half co- 
vered the walls of this stately apartment, 
and half streamed from them in tatters, 
had given place to a complete fiitii^hing 
of wainscot, the cornice of which, ae well 
as the frames of the various compart- 
ments, were ornamented with festoons of 
flowers and with birds, which, though car-' 
ved in oak, seen^ed, such was the art of 
the chisel, actually to swell their throats, 
and flutter their wings« Several old fkmi^ 
]y portraita of armed heroes of the hoase 
of Ravenswood, together with a suit or 
two of old armour, and some military wea- 
pons, had given place to those c^ King 
Witliam and Queen Mary, of S^ Thomas 
Hope Mid Lord Stair, two distinguished 
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Scottish lawyerSb The pictures of the 
Lord Keeper^s father and mother were ^o 
to be seen ; the latter, sour, shrewish, and 
aoiemn, in her black hood and close pin» 
ners, with a txK>k of devotion in her hand f 
the fcMToaer, exhibiting beneath a black silk 
Geneva cowl, or scullcap, which sate as 
close to the head as if it had been shaven, 
ft pinched, peevish, puritanical set of fea« 
tores, terminating in a hungry, reddish^ 
f^ed beard, formipg on the whole a 
countenance, in the expression of which 
tbe hypocrite seemed to contend with the^ 
tniser and the knave^ And it is to make 
room for such as these, thought Ravens- 
^ood, that my ancestors have been torn 
from the walls which they erected He look* 
^ at them^again, and, as he looked, the re« 
collection of Lucy Ashton (for she had not 
entered the apartment with them) seemed 
less lively in his imagination. There were 
^Iso two or three Dutch drolleries, as the 
pictures of Ostade and Teniers were then 
termed, with one good painting &£ theltalian 
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•chooL There was^ besides, a. noble fbll- 
length of the Lord Keeper in hk rabfss of 
^fScCf pko^ beside his lady in siik and er- 
ffiine^ a haughty beauty^ bearing inher looks 
all the pride of the House of Dbuglas^ fwom 
vhich she was descended. The painter,\ 
aotwitfastanding his skill, overeonae by the 
reality, or,^ perhaps^ from a suppressed 
sense of humour, had not b^en able to 
give the husband on the canvass that air 
of awful rule and right supremacy,: which 
indicates the full possession of domestic 
anthority. It was obvious, at the first 
glance, that, despite maceiandgold irc^s^ 
the Lord Keeper was some whafe hen-peck* 
ed. The floor of this fine saloon was laid 
With rich carpets, huge fires blazed in the 
double chimniesi, and ten silver sconces re* 
fleeting, with their bright plates, the lights 
which they supported, made the whole 
seem as brilliant as day. 

«< Would yoU' chuse any refreshment. 
Master ?*' siud Sir William Ashton, not 
unwilling to break the awkward silence* 
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He Mceived no answa, the Master be^ 
iogtabunly eaaga^ed mmarkiog the taK»> 
ous changes whidi had taken place in tbe 
Aparboenl^ that he hardly heard the Ix>rd 
Keqper addxess hicrn A repetition of the 
aSkr.^ re^esbment,, with the additiooi 
that the iaaiiljr meal would be presently 
te^Af^ emopelied his attention, and re- 
minded hifn». that he acted a weak, pejp^ 
^pt.eviw a ridiculous part, in sutiferiog 
Uamlf ta be overcome by the circunu 
^aces in which he found hanself« He 
compeHed himself, tbere&re, to enter inte 
fioaveisation. with Sir William Ashton, with 
^ much appearance of indifference as. he 
could wtell commmid.. 

^' You will not be surprised, Sir WiiHami 
that I Bm interested in the changes you 
have made for tiie better, in this apartment. 
In my fatber^s lime, after our misfortunes 
compelled him to live in xetirement, it was 
Uttle. used, except by me^as. a |^ay*room, 
when Uie weather would hot permit me td 



go abroad. In tiiat recess was my little 
#(iik«6bop) where I trnsured the few car- 
penter's tools which old Caleb prooused 
Sor me, and taught me how to usef--«»ther)^ 
in yonder comer,, under that handsome 
silver sconce, I kept my fishing*rods, and 
hunting p<ries, bows, and arrows;" 

«< I have a young blrkte,^ said the XiOrd 
Keeper, willing to change the tone of the 
cronyersation, *< of much the same turs-^ 
He is never happ^y, save when -he is in 
the field-^I wonder he is not here.*«-Here, 
i:x>ckhard -^ send WiMiam Shaw for Mr 
fienry-*I suppose he is, as usual, tied to 
Lucy's apron* string — that foolish girl, Mas* 
ter, draws the whole &mily after her at 
her pleasure." 

Even this allttmdn to his daughter, 
* though artfully thrown out, 4ld not recal 
Ravens wood from his own topic. 

^^ We were obliged bo leave," he said, 
^^ some armour and pcTtraits in this apart- 
ment-— may • 1 ask where they havo been 
removed to?* 



•^ Why," answered the Keeper, with 
some heaitatioOf ^^ the room W48 fitted, up 
in our abfi^oce^^aDd €edq,nt urma iogm^,^ x% 
the maxiib of lawyers you know-~I am 
afraid it has been here somewhat too li- 
terally complied with. I hope*--I believe 
tbey are sa&--»I am sore I gave orders- 
may I hope that when they are recovered 
and put in proper order, you wiU do m# 
the honour to accept them at my hand, as 
an atonement for their accidental derange- 
ment?" 

The Master of Eavenswood bowed stifly, 
and, with folded arms, again . resumed his 
«*nrey of the loorn^ 

firary^ a spoilt boy of fifteen, burst 
into ti^ room^ and ran up to his fatheiv 
** Think of Lu0y> papa } she has come 
^HHQe so cross and so fractious, that she wiU 
not go down to the stable to see s my new 
poney, tliat Bob Wilson thought from the 
Mall^GaUowiay.?' 

*^ I think you w^re very unreasonable Xm 
*sk her/* said the Keeper. 
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•* Then you are as cross as she is,'* im- 
svered the boy ; ** and when maAima'comes 
bome she'll da^ up both your mitteUfs." 

•* Hush your impertinence, you little 
forward imp,* said his father ; " where is 
your tutor f 

^ Gone to a wedding at Dnnbar— -I hope 
he'll get a haggis to his dinner j" abd he 
began to sing the old Scottish song, 

'' There was a haggis in Dunbar^ 

Fal de ral^ &c. 
Mony better and few waur^ 

Fal de ral/ &;& 

*< I am much obliged to Mr CcH'dery- 
for his attentions," said the Lord Keeper ; 
¥ and pray • who has had charge of you 
while I was away, Mr Heniy ?" 

*< Norman and Bob Wikcm-^forbye my 
own self." 

** A groom and a game-keeper^ and 
your own silly self — proper guardians for 
a young advocate !— Why, you wUl never 
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know any statutes but those agaioAt tshooU 
ing red deer» killing salmoiii and** ■ ■■ 

*^ And' speaking of red-game,*' said the 
young scape-grace, interrupting his father 
without scruple or hesitation, ^^ Norman 
W shot a biick, and I shewed the branches 
to Lucy, and she says they have but eight 
tynes, and she says that you killed a deer 
with Lord Bittlebrains* hounds, when you 
were west away, and do you know she says 
it had ten ty nes-*-is it true ?* 

" It may have had twenty, Henry, for 
what 1 know ; but if you go to that gen- 
tleman he can tell you all about it-^— Grb 
^>eak to him, Henry— it is the Mastejirof 
Ravenswood;^ 

While they conversed thus, the fathv 
and sen were standing by the fire ;> and the 
Master ^ving walked towards the upper 
end ^f the apartment, stood with bis back 
towards them, apparently engaged in exa- 
^ning one of the paintings. The boy ran 
^p to him, and pulled him by the skirt 
of die coat with the freedom <)f a spoilt 
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child, sajiog, ^^ I say, sii^~if you [dease 

to tell meT but when the Master turn- 

ed roiUid, and Henry saw bis face, be be- 
came suddenly and totally disconcerted— * 
walked two or three steps backward, and 
Still gazed on the Master with an air of 
fear and wonder, which had totally ' ba« 
nished from his features their usual ex- 
pression of pert vivacity. 

<< Come to me, young gentleman/' said 
the Master, ** and I will tell you all I 
know about the hunt/' 

^* Qo to the gentleman, Henry/' said his 
&tl)er, ** you are not used to be so shy." 

But neidier invitation nor iexhortatkm 
bad any effect on the boy. On the con- 
trary, he turned round as soon as he bad 
completed his survey of the Master, and 
walking as cautiously as if he had been 
treading iipon eggs, he gUded back to his 
ftther, and pressed as close to him as pos^* 
aiblel Ravenswood, to avoid bearing die 
dispute betwixt the father and the over<> 
indulged boy, thought it most poMte to 
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tarn his fac^ oQce mafte towards tiie pic- 
turesy a&d pay no attention to what they 

ssdd, 

*' Why do you not speak to the Master, 
you little fpd ?• said the Lord Keeper. 

*^ I am afraid," said Henry, in a very low 
tone. 

** Afraid, you goose T- said his father, 
giving him a slight shake by the collar. 
** What makes you afraid ?' 

*^ What makes him so like the picture 
of Sir MaUse Ravenswood, then?^ said the 
boyj whispering. 

" What picture, you natural ?' said his 
fether. «« I used to think you only a scape- 
grace^ but I believe you will turn out a 
bornidiot^' 

** I tell you it is the picture of old Ma- 
Hse of Ravenswood, and he is as like it as 
u he had loupen out of the canvas^ and it 
is up in the old Baron's hall that the maids 
launder the clothes in, and it has armour 
&nd not a coat like the gentleman, and he. 
^s not a beard and whiskers like the pic- 

VOL. IJU K 
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tare, and it has another kisd of thing 
about the throat and no band-strings as he 
has, and" 

«* And why should not the gentleman be 
like his ancestor, yon silly boy ?' said the 
Xord Keeper. 

** Ay ; but if he is come to chase us all 
out of the castle,*' said the boy, " and has 
twenty men at his back in disguise — and is 
come to say^ with a hollow voice, I bide my 
Ikne^ — and is to kill you on the hearth as 
Afolise did the other man, and whose blood 
is still to be seen !" 

*^ tlush ! nonsense !*' said the Lord Keep- 
er, not himself much pleased to hear these 
disagreeable coincidences forced on his no- 
tice. <* Master, here comes Lockhard to 
say dinner is served.*' 

And, at the same instant, Lucy entered 
at another door, having changed her dress 
since her return. The exquisite feminine 
beauty of her countenance, now shaded 
only by a profusion of sunny tresses ; the 
sylph- like form disencumbered of her heavy 
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riding*skirt» and mantled in azure silk ; the 
grace of her manner and of her smile, 
cleared, with a celerity which surprised the 
Master himself, all the gloomy and unfa- 
vourable thoughts which had for some time 
over-clouded his fancy. In those features^ 
so simply sweety he could trace no alliance 
with* the pinched visage of the peak-beard- 
ed black-capped puritan, or^ his starched 
withered spouse, with the craft expressed 
in the Lord Keeper's countenance, or the 
haughtiness which predominated in that of 
his lady ; sind, while he gazed on Lucy 
Ashton, she seemed to be an angel de- 
scended on earth, unallied to the coarser 
mortals aniong whom she deigned to dwell 
for a season. Such is the power of beauty 
over a youthful and enthusiastic fancy* 
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CHAPTER VI. 



I do too ill in this. 



And must not think but that a parent's plaint 
Will move the heavens to pour forth misery 
Upon the head of disobediency. 
Yet reason tells us, parents are overseen, 
When with too strict a rein they do hold in 
Their child's affection, and controul chat lovCy 
Which the high powers divine inspire them with. 

Th€ Hog hath lost his PtarL 

The feaat of Ravenswood Castle was as 
remarkabFe for its profusion, as that of 
Wolf's Crag had been for its ill- veiled pe- 
nury. The Lord Keeper might feel inter- 
nal pride at the contrast^ but he had too 
much tact to suffer it to appear. On the 
contrary, he appeared to remember with 
pleasure what he called Mr Balderstone's 
bachelor's meal, and to be rather disgusted 
than pleased with the display upon his own 
groaning board. 
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. " We do these things," he said, ** be* 
cause others do them-^but I was bred a 
plain man at my father's frugal table, and 
I should like well would my wife and fa- 
mily permit me to return to my sowens 
and my poor-maii-of-mutton." 

This was *a ..little over-stretched. The 
Master only answered, ** That different 
ranks — I mean/' said he, correcting him- 
self, «« different degrees of wealth, require 
a different style of house-keeping.'^ 

This dry remark; put a stop tQ farther 
conversation on the subject, nor is it ne- 
cessary to record that which was substitu« 
ted in its place. The evening was spept 
with freedom, and even cordiality ; and 
Henry had so far overcome his first appre- 
hensions, that he had settled a party for 
coursing a stag with the representative ahd 
living resemblance of grim Sir Malise of 
Ravens wood, called the Revenger. Th« 
next morning was the appointed time. It 
rose upon active sportsmen and successful 
sport. The banquet came in course ; and 
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a pressing invitation to tarry yet another 
0ay was given and accepted. This Ra^^ 
venswood had resolved should be the last 
of his stay ; but he recollected he had not 
yet visited the ancient and devoted servant 
of his house, old Alice, and it was but kind 
to dedicate one morning to the gratification 
of so ancient an adherent. 

To visit Alice, therefore^ a day was de- 
voted, and Lucy was the Master's guide 
upon the way. Hienry, it is true, accom« 
panied them, and took from their walk the. 
air of a tite-a^tete^ while, in reality, it was 
little else, considering the variety of cir- 
cumstances which occurred to prevent the 
boy from giving the least attention to what 
passed between his companions. Now a 
rook settled on a branch within shot— anon 
a hare crossed their path, and Henry and 
his greyhound went astray in pursqit>of it 
«— then he had to hold a long conversation 
with the forester, which detained him a 
whQe behind his €oaipamons*<-an4 again 



TW BBIPE OF XJlM MBBMOOR* lOS 

be went to examiae the earth of a badger^ 
vhioh carried him on a good way before 
them. 

The convemtion betwixt the Master 
and his lister, meanwhile^ took an interest- 
ing^ and aknojst a confidential turn. She 
could not help mentioning her sense of the 
pain he must feel in visiting scenes so well 
known to him, bearing now an aspect so 
different ; and so gently was her, sympathy 
expressed> that Ravenswood felt it for a 
moment as a. full requital of all his misfor- 
tunes. Some such sentiment escaped. him, 
which Lucy heard with more of confusion 
than displeasure } and she may be forgiven 
the imprudence of listening to such lan- 
guage, considering that the situation in 
which she was placed by her father seemed 
to authorise Ravenswood to use it. Yet 
i»he made an e£K>rt to turn the conversa- 
tioQ, and she succeeded ; for the Master 
also had advanced farther than he intend- 
ed^ and his conscience had instantly check- 
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,ed him when be found himself on the strgt 
of spewing ctf love to the daughter of Sir 
William Ashton. 

They now approadied the hut of old 
Alice, which had of late been rendered 
more comfortable, and presented an ap- 
pearance less picturesque, perhapSi but £Eur 
neater than before. The ^Id woman wap 
on her accustomed seat bentath the^weep- 
jng birch, basking, with the listless enjoy^ 
ment of age and iniimiity, in the beauts of 
the autumn sum At the arrival of her vi- 
jntors she turned her bead towards them, 
«* I bear your step, Miss Ashton,** she said, 
*^ but the gentleman who;attends you is not 
my lord, your father.^ 

** And why should you think so, Alice ?^ 
said Lucy j •* or how is it possible for you 
to judge so accurately by the sound of a 
step, on this firm earth, and in the open 
air?" 

<< My hearing, my child, has been sharp- 
ened by ipy blindness, and I can now judge 
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<^ the slightest sounds, which formerly 
testched my ears as unheeded as they now 
approach yours. Necessity is a stem, but 
an excellent schooUmislress, ami she that 
has lost her sight must cc^ect her informa- 
tion from other sources." 

<^ WelU you hear a man's step, I grant 
it,* said Lucy j *• but why, Alice, may it 
not be my fathei's T* 

^' The pace of age, my love, is timid and 
cautious — the foot takes leave of the earth 
slowly, and is planted down upon it with 
hesitation ; it is the hasty and determined 
step of youth that 1 now hear, and — could 
I give credit to so strange a thought — I 
should say it was the step of a Ravens* 
iRrood.** 

" This is indeed," said Ravenswood, " ah 
acuteness of organ which I could not have 
credited had 1 not witnessed it.— I am in« 
deed the Master of Ravenswood, Alice~- 
the son of your old master.** 

** You ?" said the old woman with almost 

E 3 
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a scream of surprise — •• you the Master of 
Ravenswood — here — ^in this place, and thus 
accompanied ? — I cannot believe it — ^Let 
me pass my old hand over your face, that 
my touch may bear witness to my ears.** 

The Master sate down beside her on the 
earthen bank, and permitted her to touch 
his features with her trembling Iiand. 

•* It is indeed !" she said, ** it is the fea- 
tures as well as the voice of Ravenswood— 
the high Knes of pride, as well as the bold 
and haughty tone — But what do you here, 
Master of Ravenswood ? — what do you in 
your enemy's domain, and in company 
with his child ?'* . 

As old Alice spoke, her face kindled, as 
probably that of an ancient feudal vassal 
might have done, in whose presence his 
youthful liege-lord had shewed some symp- 
tom of degenerating from the spirit of his 
ancestors. 

« The Master of Ravenswood,*' said 
• Lucy, who liked not the tone of this ex- 
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postulatien, aqd was desirous to abridge 
k| ^* is upon a visit to. my. father." 

^ Indeed !" said the old blind woman^ in 
an accent of surprise* 

•* I knew,"* continued Lucj, «* I should 
do him a pleasure by conducting him to 
your cottage;" 

•• Where, to say the truth, Alice," aaid 
Kavenswood, << I expected a more cordial 
reccptiop," 

^* It is most wonderful^" said the old 
woman, muttering to herself; <' but the 
ways of Heaven are not like our ways, and 
its judgments are brought about by means 
&r beyond our fathoming«-r*Hearken, young 
man," she said ; '^ your fathers were impla- 
cable, but they were honourable foes ; they 
sought not to ruin their enemies under the 
mask of hospitality. What have you to do 
witbLucy Ashton ?*— why should your steps 
move in the same footpath with her's ?^~ 
why should your voice sound in the same 
ehoid and time with those of Sir William 
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Ashton^s daughter ?— Young mfkjUi. he who 
aims at revenge by dishonoqrable.mieaQS''-^ 

" Be silent, woman !? said RaveD^ood 
sternly ; *• is it the devil that prompts your, 
voice ?r-^Know that thi? young lady has not 
on earth a friend, who would venture f^- 
ther to save her from injury or from itt- 
suit;* , . 

** And is it even soP'Vsaid the old wo» 
man, in an altered but melancholy tone-^ 
«• then God help you botji T , 

*« Amen ! Alice,'* said Lucy, who had 
Dot comprehended the import of what the 
blind wom^n had hinted, V and send yoi) 
your senses, Alice, and your good-humour. 
If you hold this mysterious language in- 
stead -of welcoming y6ur friends, they will 
:think of you as other people do/v 

" And how -dp otlier people think?? 
^-taid Ravenswood, for he also b^an to think 
•the old woman spoke with ipcoherenc.e. •. 

** They think," said Henry Ashton, who 
•ame up at that moment, and whispered 
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into ' RavenswcKid's ear, *« that she is a 
witch that should have been burned with 
them that suiiered at Haddington." 

" What is that you say l^ said Alice, 
turning towards the boy, her sightless vi- 
sage inflamed with passion, ^^ that I am a 
witch, and ought to have suflTered with the 
helpless old. wretches who were murdered 
at Haddington ?" 

" Hear to that now/* again whispered 
Henry ,^ " and me whispering lower than a 
wren cheeps/* 

^* If the usurer, and the oppressor, and 
the grinder of the poor man's face, and the 
remover of ancient land-marks, and the 
subverter of ancient houses, were at the 
same stake with me, I could say, light the 
fire, in God's name I" 

"This is dreadful," said Lucy ; " I have 
never seen the poor deserted woman in this 
state of mind' ; but age and poverty can ill 
bear reproach. — Come, Henry, w^ will 
leave her for the present— she wishes to 
speak with the Master alone. ^ We will 
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walk homeward, and rest us," she added^ 
looking at Ravens woodj " by the Mer-. 
maiden^s WeliJ" 

" And Alice,** said the boy, " if you 
know of any hare that comes through 
among the deer, and makes them drop 
their calves out of season, you may tell 
her, with my compliments, to command,, 
that if Norman has not got a silver bullet 
ready for her, I'll lend- him one of my 
doublet-buttons on purpose/* 

Alice made no answer till she was aware 
that they were out of hearing. She then- 
said to Ravenswood, <^ And you^ too, are 
angry with me for my love ?-^it is just that 
strangers should be offended, but you, too,, 
are angry •'* 

^ I am not angry, Alice,'* said the Mas^ 
ter, ^^ only surprised that you^ whose good 
sense I have heard so often praised, should 
give way to offensive and unfounded suspi* 



cions.'* 



** Offensive ?* said Alice— *• Ay, truth is 
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ever offensive— but, surely, not unfound- 
ed." 

*^ I tell you, dame, most groundless^" 
replied Ravenswood. 

*^ Then the world has changed its wont» 
and the Ravenswoods their hereditary tem- 
per, and the eyes of old Alice's under^ 
standing are yet more blind than those of 
her countenance. When did a Ravens-^ 
wood seek the house of his enemy, but with 
the purpose of revenge ? — and hither you 
are come, Edgar Ravenswood, either in 
fatal anger, or in still more fatal love." 

" In neither," said Ravenswood,. ** I give 
you mine honour— I mean, I assure you." 

Alice could not see his blusjiing cheek, 
but she noticed his hesitation, and that he 
retracted the pledge which he seemed at 
first disposed to attach to his denial. 

** It is so, then," she said, ^ and there- 
fore she is to tarry by the Mermaiden's 
Well ! Often has it been called a place fa- 
tal to the race of Ravenswood— often has 
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it proved so — but never was it likely to v^ 
rify old sayings so much as on this day."* 

** You drive me to madness, Alice/' said 
Ravenswood ; " you are more silly and 
more superstitious than old BaIdersrtone« 
Are you such a wretched Christian as to 
suppose I should maintain war with the 
Ashton family, as was the sanguinary cus- 
tom in elder times? or do you suppose me 
so foolish, that I cannot walk by a young 
lady's side without plunging headlong is 
love with her T 

•* My thoughts," replied Alice, *• are my 
own ; and if my mortal sight is closed to 
objects present with me, it may be I can 
look with more steadiness into future events. 
Are you prepared to sit lowest at the board 
which was once your father's own, unwil- 
l^i^gly^ AS a connection and ally of his proud 
successor ?-*.Are you ready to Hve on his 
bounty — to follow him in the bye-paths of 
intrigue and chicane, which none can bet- 

■ 

ter point out to you-«-to gnaw the boaei 
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of bis prey when he Has dev&ured the sub- 
stance ? — Can you say as Sir William Ash. 
tonisays-r-think as he thinks — vote. as he 
votes,; and call your fatfaer's^ murderer your 
wornhipful father-in-law and revered pa^ 
troa? — Ravensvrood, I am the eldest ser^ 
vant of your housey mnd I would rather see 
you shrouded and coffined." 

The tumult in Ravenswood's mi Ad wa9 
uncommonLy great ; she struck upon and 
awakened a chord which he had for some 
time sacqiessfully silenced. He strode back* 
wards and fw wards through the little gar- 
den with a hasty pace; and at length 
checking himself, and stopping right op* 
posite to Alice, he exclaimed, " Woman! 
on the verge of the grave, dare you urge 
the son of your master to blood and to re- 
venge ?** . 

" God forbid!" said Alice solemnly; 
"and therefore I would have you depart 
these fatal bounds, where your love, as 
well as your hatred, threatens sure mis- 
chief, or at least disgrace, both to yoursetf 
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and others. - 1 would i^ield, were it in the 
power of this withered hand, the Ashtons 
from you and you from them, and both 
from their own passions. You can have 
nothing— ought to have nothing, in com- 
mon with them — Begone from among them ; 
and if God has destined vengeance on the 
oppressor's hou^e, do'not you be the instru- 
ment.'' 

<< I will think on what you have saidy 
Alice," said Ravenswood more composed- 
ly. ^* I believe you mean truly and faith- 
fully by me, but you urge the freedom of 
an ancient domestic somewhat too fan 
But &rewell ; and if Heaven afford oie 
better means^ I will not fail to contribute 
to your comfort.'^ 

He attempted to put a piece pf gold into 
her hand, which she refused to receive ^ 
and, in the slight struggle attending his 
wish to force it updn her, it dropped to 
the earth. 

^^ Let it remain an instant on the ground/' 
said Alice, as the Master stooped to raise 
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it; << tad believe me, that piece of gold is 
aa emblem of her whom you love j she is 
2& precious, I grants but you roust stoop 
even to abasement before you c^n win her. 
For me, I have as little to do with gold as 
with earthly passions ; and the best news 
that the world has in store for me is, that 
£dgar Ravenswood is an hundred miles dis- 
tant from the seat of his ancestors, with the 
determination never again to review it.** 

^ Alice," said the Master, who began to 
think thi9 earnestness had some more secret 
cause than arose from any thing that the 
Wind woman could have gathered from this 
casual visit, " I have heard you praised by 
®y mother for your sense, acuteness, and 
fidelity j you are' no fool to start at sha- 
dows, or to dread old superstitious saws^ 
like CalebJBalderstone j tell me distinctly 
^here my danger lies, if you are aware of 
*ny which is tending towards me. If I 
l^ow myself, I am free frotti all such views^ 
respecting Miss Ashton as you impute to 
me. I have necessary bu^ness to settle 
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nvith Sir William— that Arranged, I shaB 
depart ; and with as little wish, as you may 
easily believe, to return to a place full of 
melancholy subjects of reflection, as you 
have to «ee me here." 

Alice bent her sightless eyes on the 
ground, and was for a moment plunged in 
deep meditation. " I will speak the truth,' 
she said, at length raising up her head-- 
** I will tell you the source of my appr^ 
hensions, whether my candour be for good 
or evil — Lucy Asbton loves you,. Lord of 
Ravenswood !'• 

« It is impossible," said the Master. 

" A thouisand circumstances have proved 
it to me. Her thoughts have turned on no 
one else since you saved her from death, 
and that my experienced judgment has won 
from her own conversation. Having told 
you this*-^if you are indeed a gentleman and 
your father's son— you will make it a motive 
for flying from her presence. Her passion 
will die like a lamp, for want of that the 
flame should feed upon j but^ if you re- 
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miin here, her destruction, or yours, or 
that of both, will be the inevitable conse- 
quence of her misplaced attachment. I 
tell you this secret unwillingly, but it could 
not have been hid long from your own ob- 
servation ; and it is better you learn it from 
mine. Depart, Master of Ravenswood-— 
you have my secret.. If you remain an 
hour under Sir William Ashton*s roof with- 
out the resolution to marry his daughter, 
you are a villain— if with the purpose of 
allying yoiirself with him, you are an infa- 
tuated and predestined fool." 

So saying, the old blind woman arose, 
Ksumed her staff, and, tottering to her hut, 
entered it and closed the door, leaving Ra- 
venswood to his own reflections. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

'^ Lovelier in her own retired 8)x>de 

■ than Naiad by the side 
Of Grecian brook^or Lady of the Mere 
Lone sitting by the shores of old romance. 

Wo&2>8WOKTB. 

The meditations of Ravensvirood were 
of a very mixed complexion. He saw him- 
self at once in the very dilemoOa which he 
had for some time felt apprehensive he 
might be placed in. The pleasure he felt 
in Lucy's company had indeed approached 
to fascination, yet it had never altogether 
surmounted, his internal reluctance to wed 
with the daughter of his father's foe ; and 
even in forgiving Sir William Ashton the 
injuries ^hich his house had received, and 
giving him credit for the kind intentions 
be professed to entertain, he could not 
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bring himself to contemplate as possible 
an alliance betwixt their houses. Still he 
felt that Alice spoke truth, and that his 
honour now required he should take an 
instant leave of Ravenswood Castle^ or be- 
come a suitor of Lucy Ashton. The pos- 
sibility of being rejected, too, should he 
make advances to her wealthy and power- 
ful father — to sue for the hand of an Ash« 
ton and be refused — this were a consum- 
mation too disgraceful. " I wish her well,'* 
he said to himself, ** and for her sake I 
forgive the injuries her father has done to 
wy house ; but I will never— no, never 
we her more !" 

With one bitter pang he adopted this 
resolution, just as he came to where two 
paths parted ; the one to the Mermaiden'a 
fountain, where he knew Lucy waited him^ 
the other leading to the castle by another 
^Bd mote circuitous road. He paused an 
instant when about to take the latter patb» 
thinking what apology he should make for 
conduct which must needs seem extraor« 
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dinary, and had just muttered to Itimsel^ 
<< Sudden news from £dinburghi-— any pre- 
text will serve — only let me dally.no longer 
here," when young Henry came f flying up 
to him, half out of breath— *< Master, Mas- 
ter — ^you must give Lucy your arm baek to 
the castle, for I cannot give her mine ; for 
Norman is waiting for me, and I am to go 
with him to make his ring- walk, and I would 
pot stay away for a gold Jacobus, ai^ Lqcy 
is afraid to walk home alone, though all 
the wild no wt have beep shot,. and so you 
must come aw^y directly.** 

Betwixt two scales equally loaded, A fea- 
ther's weight will turn the scale. *« It ii 
impossible for me to leave the young 1 dy 
;n the wood alone," said Ravenswood 
** to see her once more can be, of little 

* 

consequence, after the frequent meetings 
we have had— I ought tpo, in courtesy, to 
apprize her of my intention to, qui^ the 
castle." 

And having thus satisfied himself that 
be was taking not only a wise, but an ab< 
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solittdy necessary step, he took the path 
ta the fatal fountain. Henry no sooner 
saw him on the way to join his sister, than 
be was off like lightning in another direc- 
tion, to enjoy the society of the forester 
in their congenial pursuits. Ravenswood, 
not allowing himself to give a second 
thoDght to the propriety of his own con- 
duct, walked with a quick step towards 
the stream, where he found Lucy seated 
alone by the ruin. 

She sate upon one of the disjointed 
stones of the ancient fountain, and seem- 
ed to watch the progress of its current, as 
it bubbled forth to day-light, in gay and 
sparkiing profusion, from under the shadow 
of the ribbed and darksome vault with 
which veneration, or perhaps remorse^ had 
canopied its souirce. To a superstitious 
eye, Lucy Ashton,. folded in her plaiden 
mantle, with her long hair, escaping part- 
ly from the snood and falling upon' her 
silver neck, might have suggested the idea 
of the murdered Nymph of the Founti^Q* 

VOL. II. w 
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But Ravenswood only saw a female exqui- 
sitely beautiful, and rendered yet more so 
in his eyes — ^how could it be otherwise— 
by the consciousness that she had placed 
her affections on him. As he gazed on 
her, he felt his fixed resolution melting 
like wax in the sun, and hastened, there- 
fore^ from his concealment in the neigh- 
bouring thicket. She saluted him, but did 
not arise from the stone on which she was 
seated. 

: ** My mad- cap brother," she said, " has 
left me, but I expect him back in a few 
minutes — for > fortunately, as every thing, 
at least any thing, pleases him for a mi- 
nute, nothing has charms for him much 
longer." 

Ravenswood did not feel the power of 
informing Lucy that her brother medita- 
ted a distaitt excursion, and would not re- 
turn in haste. He sate himself down on 
the^grass, at somfe little distance from Miss 
Ashton, and both were silent for a short 

^ace» 

11 
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-** I like this spot,^* said Lucy at length, 
as if she had found the silence embarrass- 
ing ; ^ the bubbling murmur of the clear 
fountain, the waving of the trees^ the pro- 
fusion of grass and wild-flowefs, that rise 
among the ruins, make k like a scene in 
Romance. I think, too, I have heard it is 
a spot connected with the legendary lore 
which I love so well."* 

^< It has been thought,^' answered Ra« 
venswood; ** a fatal spot to our family, and 
1 have seme reason to term it so, for it 
was befe I first saw Miss Ashton-^--and it 
is here I must take my leave of her for 
ever.*' 

The blood, which the first part of this 
Speech: called into Lucy's cheeks, was 
speedily expelled by its conclusion. 

•* To take leave of us, Master !" she ex- 
claimed; ^ what can have happened to 
hurry you aWay ? — I know Alice hates— I 
mean" dislikes my father— and I hardly un- 
derstood her humour to-day, it was so 
mysterious. But I am certain my father is 
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sincerely grateful for the high service you 
rendered us. Let me hope that having 
i)^on your friendship hardly, we shall not 
lose it Hghdy." 

** Lose it. Miss Ashton ? — ^No-^where^r 
my fortune calls iiie-«»whatever she ioAiets 
upon me — ^it is your friend*— your stnopre 
friendy who acts or soflers. But there i^ a 
fate on me, and I must go, or I shall add 
the ruin of others to my own/' 

*vYetdo Qot go from us. Master,'' «id 
Lucy ; and she laid her hand, 4n all simpit* 
city and kindness, up<m the ^skiit of lits 
cloak, as if to detain him-^*' You shall not 
part ftom us— My father is^ powerful I he 
has friends that are more so tbiu^ himself'-* 
do not go till you see what; his gratitude 
will do for you. Believe me, he is 4lrrady 
labouring in your behalf with the C^^funcil." 

*< It may be so/* said the Master, ptotid* 
ly • << yet it is not to your fatilier. Miss 
Asbton, but to my own ej<erti0Qs, that I 
ought to owe success in the career 4m 
which I am about to enter. My prepara* 
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tions are already made— a sword and a 
cloak^and a bold; heart and a determined 
hand." 

Lucy covered her face with her hands^ 
and the tears, iti spite of her, forced their 
way between her fingers; «• Forgive me,** 
skid Ravens wood, taking her right hand, 
which, after' Blight resistance, she yielded 
to him, still continuing to i^ade her face 
wkh the* left^— ** I am too rude— too rough 
--^too intractable to deal with any being 
80 sofl and gentle as^ you are. Fdrget that 
so stten a vision hAf crossed youir path of 
life^^^d letme pursue mine, sure* that I 
can- meet with no worse misfortuni^ ^(^t 
the moment it divides me from yoiir side/* 

Lucy wept on, but her tears were less 
bitter; Eaoh\ attempt whieh theJ Mslstet 
made to explain his purpose of • departure, 
only proved a new evidence of his desire 
to stay; uAtil, at length, instead of bid- 
^ng her fatewellj be gave his faitjh to her 
for ever, and received her troth in retutni 
The whole passed so suddenly, and arose 
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«o much out of the immediate impulse of 
the moment, that ere the Master of Ra*^ 
venswood could reflect upon the conse- 
quences of the step which be had taken, 
their lips, as well as their bands, had 
pledged the sincexity of their affection. 

^< And now/' he said, after a moment's 
consideration, << it is fit I should speak to 
Sir William Ashton— he must know of our 
engagement. Ravenswood must not seem 
to dwell under his roof, to solicit clandesk 
tinely the affections of his daughter/' 

<' You would not speak to my father on 
the subject," said Lucy, doubtingly; and 
then added more warmly, ** O do not-r- 
do not ! Let your lot in life be determined 
--—your station and purpose ascertained, be- 
fore you address my father ; I am sure be. 
]loves you — I think he will consent — bat 
then my mother"—— 

She paused, ashamed to express the 
doubt she felt how far her father dared to 
form any positive resolution on this taosfc 
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important subject, without the oonsent of 
his lady. 

*« Your mother, my Lucy l^ replied Ra- 
venswood ; ** she is of the house of DoUp 
glas, a house that has intermarried with 
mine, even when its glory and power were 
at the highest — what could your mother 
object to my alliance ?'* 

" I did not say object,** said Lucy; 
** but she is jealous of her rights, and may 
claim a mother's title to be consulted in 
the first instance.'* 

** Be it so/' replied Ravenswood j " Lon 
don is distant, but a letter will reach U 
and receive an answer within a fortnight — 
I will not press on the Lord Keeper for an 
instant reply to my proposal." 

•* But," hesitated Lucy, " were it not 
better to wait— to wait a few weeks — were 
my mother to see you — to know you— I 
am sure she would approve ; but you ard 
unacquainted personally, and the ancient 
feud between the families" — - 
Ravenswood fixed upon her his keen 



daric eyesi as if he wftsdeslrous of paoielnu 
ting into her very souU 
/" Lucy," he said, ** I have sacrificed tp 
you projects of vaogeaiice loBg . nursed, 
and sworn to with ceremonies little better 
than heathen--*-! sacrificed them . to your 
iniage, ere I knew the worth which it re^ 
presented. In the evening which succeeded 
my poor father's funeral, J cut a lock from 
my hair, and, as it consumed. in the fine, I 
swore that my rage and revenge should 
pursue his enemies, until they shrivelled 
before me like that acorched-up symbol of 
annihilation/' i. 

^< It was a deadly sin," said Lucy/ tum-^ 
ing pale, *' to makd a vow so fatal/' 

*< I acknowledge it," said Kavenswood# 
'< and it had been a«^worse crime to keep it. 
It was for your sake that. I afcj^ured these 
purposes^ of vengeance, though I scarce 
knew that such was the argument by which 
I was conquered, until I saw you once 
more, and became conscious, of the infio^ 
ence you possessed over me/' 



TUB JSKlDfi OP LAMMEa&IOOR. 12$ 

*^ And wfiy da you now,'^ said Lucy, 
" recall sentiments so terriWe-^sehtiments 
sd inconsistent With those you profess fpr 
me — with those your importunity has pre^ 
vailed on fne to acknowledge P' 

** Because I would impress on you the 
pric6 it which I have bought your love-^ 
tlife light I have to expect your constancy. 
I say not that I have bartered for it the 
honour of my house, its last remaining pos^ 
session — but though I say it not, and think 
it hot, I cannot conceal from myself that 
the world may do both/' 

** If such are your sentiments,*' said 
Lucy, ^* you have played a cruel game with 
me. But it is not too late to give it over-— 

r 

talde badk the faith and troth which you 
could not plight to me without suffering 
abiitehieht of honour — ^let what is passed 
be as'if it had not been— forget me— -! will 
endeavour to forget my^elfc** 

**'Yon do me injustice,'* said the Master 
of iKavehsWood ; " by all I hold true and 
faonourablci you dp me the extremity of 
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injustice *-> if I mentiotted the price > at 
which I have bought your love» it is only 
to shew how much I prize it^ to bind our 
engagement by a still firmer tie^ and to 
shew, by what I have done to attain thi9 
station in your regard, how much I must 
suffer should you ever break your faith*** 

" And why, Ravenswood,^' answered 
Lucy, ** should you think that possible i^^ 
Why should you urge me with even the 
mention of infidelity ?-*-Is it because I ask 
you to delay applying to my father for a 
little space of time ? Bind me by what 
vows you please ; if vows are unnecessary 
to secure constancy, they may yet prevent 
suspicion," 

Ravenswood pleaded, apologized, and 
even kneeled, to appease her displeasure ; 
and Lucy, as placable as she was single* 
hearted, readily forgave the offence which 
his doubts had implied* The dispute tiiu^ 
agitated, however, ended by the lovers 
going, through an emblematic ceremony of 
their troth-plight of which the vulgar stiU 



THE BRIDE OF LAMMERMOOR. iSi 

preserve some traces. They broke be- 
twixt them the thin broad-piece of gold 
which Alice had refused to receive from 
Ravenswood. 

** And never shall this leave my bosom * 
said Lucy, as she hung the piece of gold 
round her neok, and concealed it with hei^ 
handkerchief, << until you» Edgar Ravens- 
wood, ask me to resign it to you-^andi 
while I wear it» never shall that heart aCi» 
knowledge another love than your*s.'* 

With like protestations, RaVenswood 
placed his portion of the coin opposite td 
his heart. And now, at length, it strucli! 
them, that time had hurried fast on du- 
ring this interview; and their absence ai 
the castle would be subject of^ remark, if 
not of alarm. As they arose to leave th^ 
fountain which had been witness of thei£ 
mutual engagement, an* arrow whistled- 
^rough the air, and struck a raven perch- 
ed on the sere branch of an old* oak, tieai^ 
to where the^ had been seated. The bird* 
flirttered a fdw yards, and dropped at the^: 
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fe0t of Lucy, whose drcsstwasstato^ wiA 
some fl|>ots of its blood* 

Miss Ashtoa waa much . alaroied, aiid 
Ravenswood, surprised and angry, l^oioli^ 
everywhere forihe marksmaOt who bad 
given them a proof of hia skill as little ex* 
pected gs dedred* He, was not loBg of 
dijSGOvering , himseliy being, no ot^r thaa 
Henry. A^hton, who came.ranning i^p witfak 
a cross4x)w in his hand. 

*^ I knew I should startle ^you," he aaid § 
<* and. da you knpw you iooked so bu^ 
tlutt I thought it would have fallen ,901191^ 
911 your beads before you wer« aware 9f it 
-r- What was the Master saying to , yoiv 

^y I waS; telling your sis|^ what aa.idl& 
^ you werei keeping us.waiting .}iere A>p 
you so long/' said Eave^swoody to sptve 
J^iicy's confusion. 

. " Wcuting for me? Why, I told y^^tlK. 
see Lucy home, and that I was to go to 
ibake the ring-wall^ with old Normw> ip ' 
ii^e* JJay berry thicket, and you m^y. bC: 



sute tbaC 'Woukl^^take a^ood houri and -we. 
have a]l the deer's marks and furniftbe# 
got, while yod were sitting {here with Lucy 
like a lassy Ickni." 

«• Wellr well,* Mr Henry,'' said Aavend- 
wood^ « but let us see how you will an* 
8W6C to me for kiUingr the^ raven* Do you 
know the ravens are all under the protec- 
tion of the Lords of Ravehswood^ and, to 
kill one in their presence, is such bad luck 
that it deserves the stab ?" 

''And that's what Norman said," replied 
the boy^ /< he ^ came as far with me as 
witMn 8 flight-shot of you, and he said he 
never saw a ^ven sit still so near living 
&H andhewiibed^it might be for good- 
lackf fop the «raven is one of the wildest 
birdsthat flies, unless it be a tame one*—^ 
^ iK> I crept on and on, till I was within« 
three score yards of him, and then whisi: 
^mthe bolt, and there he )ies» faith ! Was 
It not^welL shot ?— and, I dare say^ I have 
pot shot in a xr^KSS-bow-^HDot ten time% 
Wayber'* ^ 

7 
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«* Admirably shot indeed,*' said Ravensp- 
wood } <^ and you will be a fine marksman 
if you practise hard.*' 

*^ That's what Norman says,** answered 
tiie boy ; ^ but I am sure it ^ not my fault 
if I do not practise enough ; for, of free 
will, I would do little else, only my fether 
and tutor are angry sometimes, and only 
Miss Lucy there gives herself iairs about 
my being busy, for all she can sit idle by a 
well-side the whole day when she has a 
handsome young gentleman to prate wi'— 
I have known her do so- twenty times, if 
ydu will believe me." 
. The boy looked at his stister as He spoke, 
and, iti the midst of his mis6liievous diat* 
ter, had the sense to see that he was reaHy 
inflicting pain tipon her, though- wtthotrt 
being able to comprehend the cause drthe 
amount. 

*< C^me now, hucy^^ he saidi ^ don't 
^eet y and if I have said any thing beside 
the mark, rU ddny it againM-stiid wftat does 
the Master of S^avenswood. care if you luk^ 
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a bundled 8weetheart9-*^so ne'er put fingert 
in your eye about it.** 

The Master of Ravenswood wa% for 
the moment, scarce satisfied with what ho 
heard; yet his good sense naturally re* 
garded it as the chatter of a spoiled boy» 
^ho strove to mortify his sister in. the 
point which seemed most accessible for 
the time. But^ although of a temper equaU 
ly slow in receiving impressions, and oba 
stinate in retaining them, the prattle of 
Henry served to nourish in his inind some 
vague suspicioci, that his present engage^ 
tnent might only end in bis being exposed 
Uke.a van^ished enemy in ^ Roman tr^ 
umpb^ a captive attendant on the car of a 
victor, who* meditated only the satiating 
his pride at the expense of the vanquished^ 
There ^s, we repeat it. «o r*al ground 
whatever for such an apprehension, nof 
could he be said seriausfy to entertaiu such 
&r a momentM Indeed it waft impossible! 
tolook at the clear blue eye ofXucy Ash^ 
tp9, and entertain the slightest permanent 
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doubt concerningthe sin^ciittf *)f her'^fe- 
position. Still, however, cOils&k>U^'pi1(hf 
and conBciGM poverty cOrAbihfed to 'ren- 
der a mind suspictoM, 'wtlitttiy in tddtb fori 
tunate circutnstaniees, Wttuld have be^ti a 
stranger to that asiwdlits to other 'mean- 
ness. 

They reacted the castle, where- Sir WI^ 
liam A^ton, ivbo' had beeii alarmed by 
the length of their stay, met Ihem in the 
balK 

" Had Lticy;** he said, ^ "beStt'ii* ai^ 
other company than that of one wh6- 1^ 
shewn he had so complete pdii^erWJ[>ito- 
tccfting' her, he confessed he* ^sh&uTdhiliHi 
been ^ veiy unesfeyj and wdtrtd Mve'dfe* 
pitehed persons in quest of tiiem. Bat^ 
in the poltfpAny of the Master of RaVens- 
wood, he knew hk daughtie^ had^othiog 
todreafd.^ , 

lAicy C0inmenced'«ome apdiogy foi^ tWt 
long delay, but, iconscience-sti*uck, became 
coi^ised is>8he proceeded ; And wheii Ra* 
veaawoody coming' to • her assistataee, eih 
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dea^oured tomndjer th« exfil^i^ioh'cornn 

plete aQd< satisfactory^ he only involved 

hifliself in t}ie same disorder/ like one 

whoy findeavouriogi to extricate his com*: 

p;ufioa froni' ii plough, e:a^pgles himself 

in thei same tenaeious^swamp^i It cannotl 

he supposed that the confusion of the two^ 

you^^ub lovers escaped the^ observationtof 

the A^iiy lawyer,^ Aoeu8toiaed« by. bahit afi4 

praJSess^on, to tra<)e ^lynan nature ^through 

all her windings. But it was not his pre^ 

seat ppli^y to take any notice <>t' whatt; he 

observed^ 2 jtle^lesifed to bold theMaiUli 

of liaveyswppd boun^f but widbed that'.bet 

himself abould be frej& f and it did.oot oo^ 

curvto^hios that his plan^m^ght be d^feat^ 

ed by Lucy's returning the passion • which 

he hopNpd she migh^ iftspirj?* If sb^ 9bovd<i 

adopt some romantic feelinga tpwards B^ 

venswoody in which circunostances^ or the 

positive .and absolute opposition of Xac^. 

AshtpQt tni^ /^^ffi^r . i( paadvjsable to^ 

indttlgii h^r the X^rd.. Keeper cooofavctd 

&ey migjbt he ;e;t0ily aufiSfiieded and.aii* 
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nulled by a journey to Edinburgh, or even 
to London, a new set of Brussels lace, and 
the soft whispers of half a do2?en of lovers, 
anxious to replace him whom it was con- 
venient she should renounce^ This was 
his provision for the worst view of the 
case. But» according to its more probable 
issue, any passing favour she might enter- 
t«n for the Master of Ravenswood, might 
require encouragement rather than repress 
sion. 

This s^eemed the more likely, as he had 
that very morning, since their departure 
from the castle, received a letter, the con* 
tents of which he itastened to commu- 
nicate to Ravens wood. A foot* post had 
arrived with a packet to the Lord Keeper 
from that friend whom we have already 
Hientioned, who w^ labouring hard un- 
der-hand to consolidate a band of patriotSi 
at the bead of whom stood Sir William's 
greatest terror, the active and ambitious 
Marquis of A # The success of this 
convenient friend bad: been such, that he 

/ 
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bad obtained from Sir William, not ind€ed 

a directly favourable answer, but certainly 

a most patient hearing. This he had report* 

ed to his principal, who had replii^d, by the 

ancient French ad^e, ** CMteau qtd parley 

etfemme qui eamtef Pun et P autre ea ise ren^ 

dreP A statesman who hears you propose 

a change of measures without reply, war, 

according to the Marquis's opinion, in the 

situation of the fortress which parleys, and 

the lady who listens, and he resolved t0 

press, the siege of the Lord Keeper. 

The packet, therefor^ contained a let- 
ter from his friend and ally, and ianother 
from himself to the Lord Keeper, frankly 
offering an uncereinonious visit* They ^ 
^ere crossing the; country to go to the 
southwardr-«.the roads were indifferent*-^ 
the accom.modation of the inns as execrai- 
We as possible--*-tfae Lord Keeper had 
been long acquainted intimately with one 
of his correspondents, and though more 
^^btly known to the Marquis, had ye^ 
enough of his Lordship's acquaintance ta 
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the Visit ^sufficiently natural, and to 
shut the mouths of those who might be 
disposed 'to impute it to a political in- 
trigue. He instantly accepted the offered 
visits drtenn^ed^ however, that &d vwulA 
not pledge hhd^£ an inch farther ibr tbe 
furtherance of 'thietr. views than retason (by 
wUch he ' meatit his own' self interest) 
Ah^uld plainly potnl3X>Bt to him? as proper* 
Two circiumtanees particularly de%bt> 
cd him } the presence of Bavefi9W0O#, and 
the absenee of hli^ ^wn lady. By bftviog 
the former under. hi&iuiof^ he conceived' he 
might bt ikhkr to^ qt^^ b& sueh hazardous 
nnd hdfstile prcN^eecUngs as iie might other- 
wise have been engstged in, under the pa- 
tronage of the Marquis ; and Lucy, be fbre- 
aaw,^ would mak^v for his immediate pur« 
poaeofidelay and pMcrastinatton, a much 
better mistress of ^liis family tlmn- her mo- 
iher^ who wonldv ^ ^^^ ^ure^ in some 
•bape or other^ contrive to disconcert bis 
political schemes by her proud and impla- 
cable' tempetv 
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His anxious solicitations that the Mas- 
ter would stay to receive his kinsman, were 
of course readily complied with, since the 
ecdaircissement which had taken place at 
the Mermaiden's Fountain had removed all 
wish for sudden departure. Lucy and 
Lockhard had, therefore, orders to provide 
s^U things necessary in their diflfer^t depart- 
ments, for receiving the expected guests, 
with a pomp and dis{>Iay of luxury very 
uncommon in Scotland at that remote pe- 
riod. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Marall. Sir, ihe man of honotir's come, 
. Kcwly alighted—- 

Overreach^ in ynihoxiX repLj, 
And do as I command.— 
Is the loud music I gave order for 

Beady to recave Eim ? 

New Waif to Pay Old Debts. 

Sia William Ashton, although a man 
of sense, legal information, and great prac- 
tical knowledge of the world, had yet some 
points of character which corresponded 
better with the timidity of his disposition 
and the supple arts by which he had risen 
in the world, than to the degree of erair 
nence which he had attained j as they tend- 
ed to shew an original mediocrity of under- 
standing! however highly it had been culti- 
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vatedx and a native meanness of disposition^ 
however carefully veiled. He loved the 
ostentatious display of his wealth, less as a 
man to whom habit has made it necessary, 
than as one to whom it is still delightful 
from its novelty. The most trivial details 
did not escape him i and Lucy soon learn- 
ed to watch the flush of scorn which cross- 
ed Ravenswood's cheek, when he heard her 
father gravely arguing with Lockhard, nay, 
even with the old housekeeper, upon cir- 
cumstances which, in families of rank, are 
lefl uncared for, because it is supposed im« 
possible they can be neglected* 

'' I could pardon Sir William,'' said Ra- 
vens wood one evening after he had left the 
room, .« some general anxiety upon this 
occasion, for the Marquis's visit is an ho- 
liour, and should be received as such j but 
1 am worn put by these miserable minutiae 
of the buttery, and the larder, and the very 
hen-coop — they drive me beyond my-pa« 
thence j I would rather endure the poverty 



144 TAi.fis or M% lanbl/qrjD^ 

of Wolf > Crag, than be pestered With-t]ie 
wealth of Ravenswood Cartle." 

*^ And yet/* said Lucy, "it waa by at- 
tention to these minutiae that my^ father 
acquired the property" 

•'Which my ancestors sold' for lack of 
it,** answered Ravenswood. ** Be it so ; a 
porter still bears hut a burthjen, though the 
burthen be of gold.'* 

Lucy sighed ; she perceived too plainly 
that her lover held in scorn the manners 
and habits of a father, to whom she had 
long looked up as her best atid most par- 
tial friend, whose fondness had often con- 
soled her for her mother's contemptuous 
harshness. 

The lovers soon discovered that they 
difiered upon other and no less important 
topics. Religion, the mother of peace*, 
was, in those days of discord, so much mis- 
construed and mistaken, that her rules and 
forms were the subject of the most oppo- 
site opinions and the most hostile anifflosi# 
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4ieii The Lard Keeper^ being a whig, wasy 
of course, a presbyterian, and had found it 
eoDtrenieot, at di&rent periodsi to express 
greater seal for the kirk, than perhaps he 
really felt» His family, equally of course^ 
were trained under the same institution. Ra- 
venswood» as we know, was a High-Church 
man^ w Episcopalian, and friequently ob- 
jected to Lncy the fanaticism of some of her 
Own cotemunioB, while she intimated, ra» 
ther than expressed, horror at the latitudi* 
Bartan prineiples which she had been taught 
tottiink connected with the prelatical form 
of church-government. 

Thtffl, although their mutual affectioa 
seemed to increase rather than to be dimi- 
m&ed, as their characters opened more 
fully on each other, the feelings of each 
"w^e mingled with some less agreeable in- 
gredients. Lucy felt a secret awe, amid 
all her affection for Ravenswpod. His soul 
Was of ati higher, prouder character, than 
those with whom she hjid hitherto mixed 

VOL^II. G 
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in itiiereotirse ; his MeM were- more' fiitce 
and free ; and he contemned many of the 
opinions which had been tnculcafced ftpon 
her, as chiefly demanding her veneration. 
On the other hand, Ravenswood saw in 
Lucy a soft and flexible chqracteis wfcirb, 
in his eyes at least, seemed too su«cepliible 
of being moulded to any form by those 
with whom she lived. He lek that his 
own temper required a partner of a tiore 
independent spirrt, who eonM set sail with 
him on his course of life, resolved as him- 
self to dare indifferently the storm ^d 
the favouring breeze. But Lucy was so 
l>eautirul, so devotedly attached to hiiOf 
of a temper so exquisitely s^ ilnd kind, 
that, tv^hile he coutd havi^ wished it were 
possible to inspire her with a greater d^ 
gree of firmness and resointion, and white 
he sometimes became impatient ot^ the ex- 
treme fear which she expressed df iheir 
attachment being fv^eenattfrely discovered, 
he tell tfiat the softness of a mind, amount- 
ing almost to feebleness^ rendered ber 
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tffen dearer to htm, as a being who had 
voluntarily clung to hkn fbr protection, 
and made him the arbiter of heir late 
for weal or woe. His feelings towards her 
at such monents, were those which have 
been since so beautifiiHy expressed by ear 
immortal Joanna Baillle : 



•'' Thou sweetest thing. 



That e'er did fix its lightly-fibred sprayi^ 
To the mde TO€k,A ! wcrakTst thou ding to 
Rough and storm*woni I am— yet love ne as 
Tkou^tralj do0t^ I will love thee again 
With true and honest heart, though all unmeet 
To be the mate of such sweet gentleness." 

ThuB the very poiats in wivich.they dif- 
ftved, aeemed, in some measure, to en6i;ire 
t^ eontihuance of their mutual aifection. 
Iff indeed, they had 90 fatly appreciated 
each other's character before the burst of 
passion in which they hastily fudged their 
ffltfSi to each other, Lucy might have fear- 
ed Rarenswood too mtich ever to have 
loved faim^ and he mi^ht have construed 



iier softness and docile temper as imbedAi- 
ty» refidering her uowcvthy of his xjefwtf* 
But they Mood pledged to each other ; aa4 
Lucy only feared that her . lover's , piide 
might one day teach him to lep'et bjs al- 
tachmenty Aavenswood that a misd .so duc- 
tile as Lucy^s mighti hi abseace, or diffi^Ml- 
ties, be iiiduced« 1^ the entreaties or ioflct- 
ence of those around her, to renounce tbe 
engagement she had formed* 

^ Do not fear it^'' said Lucy, whff^ 
upon one occasion, a hint of su<di «uapi» 
cion escaped her lover ; ^ the mirrcnrs wyich 
receive the reflection of all sdccessive eh^ 
jects are framed of hard, materials lilce glMB 
orsteel-^the softer substance, /wjben^the^r 
receive ah impression, fetfln^ it Hnde&eedA'' 

M This is poetry, Lucy," said Bavn^M- 
wood; << and in poetry there js ahii^s fii|. 
lacy» and sometimes fiction^*' . 

<* Believe me then, once mmtfinlmant 
prose,'^ said Lucy, <* that, though I w^ ne- 
ver wed man without tbe consent of flur 
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pi«reiite, yet neither force nor persuasion 
^^^ dispose of my band till you reoounce 
l^e right I have given you to it." 

The lovers Iiad ample time for such ex- 
planations. Henry was now more seldom 
their ^companion, being either a most unwiU 
Hiig attendant.upon the lessons of bis tutor, 
or a forward volunteer un^der the instruc- 
tions of the foresters or grooms. As fbf 
the^Keeper, his mornings were spent in his 
study, maintaining correspondences of all 
kinds, 2mA balancing in his anxious mind 
the vaarious intelligence^ which he collected 
from every quarter concerning the expect* 
ed change of Scottish politics, and'the jpro* 
babie strength of the parties who were 
i^Kmt to struggle fw power* At other 
tiaies he busied himself about arranging^ 
and conntermanding, and then again ar* 
ranging, the preparations which he judged 
oei^ssary f«r the reception of the Marquis 
of A—*—-, whose arrival had been twice 
delayed by some aecessarf cause id' deten* 
tiwu 



ISO^ TALES OF MT tAMM»0&]l* 

In the midst of all these various wov^- 
tions, political and domettic» he seieoied 
not to observe how much his daughter and^^ 
his guest were thrown into each othei^s so- 
ciety, and was censured by many of bis^ 
neighboursi according to the fashion dF 
neighbours in all countries, for suflfering 
such an intimate connection to take plaee 
betwixt two young persons. The only mu 
tural explanation was, that he designed 
them for each other ; while, in truth, hia 
only naotive was to temporise and procras^ 
tinate, until he should discover the real 
extent of the interest which the Marquis 
took in Ravens wood's afiairs, and the power 
which he was likely to possess of advanctog 
them. Until these points should be mad6 
l)oth clear and manifesty^ the Lord Keeper 
resolved that he would do nothing to com« 
tnit himself, either in one shape or other^ 
alDcJf like many cunning persons, he over* 
reached himself deplorably. 

Amongst those who had been disposed 
to censure, with the greatest severity, tte 
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» 

MiKkict of Sir Willnm Aaktoii» in permit- 
ttpg the proloDged resideoce of Ravens- 
wood under his roof^ and his constant at* 
tendance on Miss Ashton, was the new 
Laird of 6irni«ghame» and bis faithful 
squire and bottle-holder, personages form* 
erly well known to us by the names of 
Haj)rstoa and Bucklaw^ and his companion 
Cafitain Cratgengeit. The former had aU 
leady succeeded to the extensive property 
of im long4ived grand^^attott and to const* 
dirable wealth besidesi which he had em« 
fioyiui. in redeeming his^ paternal acreSf 
(by the title appertaining to which he still 
chose to be designated») notwithstanding 
Captain Craigengelt had proposed to him 
a most advantageous mode of vesting the 
moneys in Law's scheme^ which was just 
then set abroach^ and offered his ser\^ices 
to travel express to Paris for the pur^iose* 
But Bucklaw had so fiar derived wisdom 
* from adversity, that he would listen to uq 
proposal which Cra^engelt coald invent^ 
having a tendency to risk his newly-ac^ui« 



red indc^ndence. He that had otice ^t 
pease-bannodts, drank smr wim» atid ^pt 
ID the secret chamber at Waifs Crag, woold^ 
ke said, prize good cheer and a soft bed m 
long as he lived, and take special car^ ne* 
ver to need duch hospitality dgaio. 

Craigengeit, therefore, found himsdf ^»» 
appointed in the first hopes he had enteiw 
tftined of making a good hand of the Lsrad 
of BnoktaW. Still, howev^, he reaped mairf 
advantages from his friend's good fortune. 
Sticklaw, who had never been at all saru- 
pulous in chusing his compamons, was ac- 
customed to, and entertained by a feUoiir» 
whom he could either laugh with or laugb 
kt as he had a mind, who would take, ac< 
cording to Scottish phrase» ** the bit and 
the buffet/' understood all sports, whether 
without or within doori^ and, when the 
Laird had a mind for a bottle of wine, (no 
infrequent circumstance,) was always ready 
to save him from the scandal of getting 
drunk by himself* Upon these terms Craig* 
cngelt was the frequrat, almost the con« 
stant, inmate of the house of Girninghame. 



Cii^itsittaQi^es, could good have been de^ 

mi^d ffkom such an inumacy , Iwwaver its 

had CMifseiyienceft might be qnalified bf 

the thorough knowledge vbidh BucUav* 

po8be»ied* X3ff bia depeadantfa character, and 

ttie higln cM^cmpt : in . which he iieM iL 

Biitas.^ijrcji^iDaUnces stood, this tvA dona^ 

mwtcatioii was (NiTticularly liable to cor^ 

sui^t. what good prineiiiles natdfc bad im* 

planted in the patron. 

- Craigengdt had never forgiveii the scorn 

mUh which. Ravensvood had torn the 

notwl^ . rof courage and honesty from hi« 

fKMHiteofiqce ; and to exasperiate Bticklaw'^a 

resentment against him, was the safest 

mode of revenge which occtrrred to his 

cowardly, y^t canning and malignant; dis^ 

BWitfoja* 

He brpiight lipi on all ocoastonsi the 
story of the. challenge .which Ravenswood 
%d declined to accept, and: endeavoured^ 
by every possible insinuation, tti make bia' 
ps^trpo l)t:U^ye that hia honour was. cdn. 

oft 



cttoed ill h r iii gi og that imtter fb an imm 
hy a present discomoii wMi RaMmmiod;? 
Btit r«a|M»tiDg ^bm 8Dli|tct^ BueiElftw kitt^ 
posed cm hkn, at lei^th, a fem8iptofy» 
cenimand of silenecsr 

^« X think/ he said, <' the Matter hm 
tciated me ualiiDe a gentteaoMH 2mA I ma^ 
nir right he had to ae&d aebedt a eafafiar 
aasver whmi I dMueded the sakkfiietiett 
of ene*-<-B«k be gaive mm my Ufy oBce--^ 
and, in looking the matter over at pteaeftt^ 
irfxtt mgmctf bnl on equal terms with Urn 
-^diould he ctoas me sfpaOf I riiaU conai^ 
dec the old aecanpt m bafamced» and hm 
Mastership wfll dO' iroll t» kxdi te Inai* 

^ TbaA laiirimdidv" re^eboed C>a%eni>* 
giit;^ ^ foe wbm jtw me in praetiei^ 
BucklaWy I would bet a magnum yon ate: 
thwui^ hhn befoae the third paas^'^ 

^ Then ymi^ know aoihiag at the mat^ 
ter>* said Bncklawy ^ asul jfoi^ never saw 
him fisnce.'' 

^* AbA I loww nothing of the imtter f* 



goad JMI) I ptomiMe yOtt«««-aiid tho«^ 
1 ne^Mr avw Bttveniiiraoil feaoe^ h^ve I 
fiM be«a «t Mxitimur Sagooa's sdiool^ whD 
wa» tim €m| iMiJ<fv d'armei at Paris } and 
have I ndt been at Sigacnr Poco'd at EM^ 
utiee^ €«d Memiicnr DiirdMftdsaeaat Vten* 
nay^aiMl bam I ^110^ leen all their phiy ?' 

^* 1 don't know whether, you have.w 
iMiti'* ttUd BiHddair > << but what about 
H, thMigh f^u bad ?-' 
^ «« Only tebftt I Witt be d^-d if evef I 
saw French, Italiaii, or HighiDiUcfaiBatl 
Wet make footi bandr tod ^e» keep time 
haif sa welt ^ yott^ By«ki«w/' 

^ I beKeve you lie^ Cr^gief" ssid Bftek^ 
hw ; «« however, I can hold aiy own, botb^ 
wMi dtB^le rapien backus word, iword and 
dagger, broadi'Mlk>fA, or eaM o£ fatitchiona; 
-«-^«nd that's as much as my gentleman; 
Bcied know df the matter.'^ 

<< And the double of what ninety^mne* 
OfQt of a hundred know^'' said Craigen- 
gelt i ** they karn to change a few ihrustih. 
with the small sword, and then^ fofyooAiF> 



tfiey uoderstand the ii#bte i«rt oi d^idtuMl 
Now» when I was at Rouen, iii tlM ywir 
1695, there was a Chevalier de .Cl«lpQft 
and I went to the Opera^ whore, .w«^£aiiiiii 
three bits of English birkie s ■> ■ i" % 

^ Is it a long story you are ' going>t4p 
tell ?" said Bu(^w» interroptiiig hun wHi^. 
imt ceremony. i : ' 

^< Just as yon like^'' znm&td the paiac 
site, <' for we made short work of it.". 

<« Then I like it short;' said BiwUawi 
•♦ is it serious or merry r l -, y* 

^^ Devilish serious^ I assure. yoiH Md ta 
they found it ; for the chevalier and 1"*-^^-^ 

<< Then I don't like it at all;' said ^uok. 
law ; ^^ so fiU a bnmmer of my auld aantie'a 
claret^ rest her heart ! Aiid» as the Hii^and^ 
man isays, iSSfciodb ihchna ^j^aiff.'' * 
: << That was what toiiigh old Sir Kwn. 
Dhu used to say to me when. I was out 
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* ** Cat a driDk with a tide ;'^ equiyalent to the Etig^ 
lish adage of ^* boon conpaaioni^ doa^t preach orttr 
your liquor.'! 
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» 

with ti|« tn6toffd lids id 1^9* ' Craigeii- 
gfdt/ fae used to say, * yon are as pretty a 
ftttow OS ever heM steel in his grip, but 
7Wfr4ttve one fauU."^ 

^ If he bad known you as long as I have 
dofte,'^ Mtd BucklaFy *' he would hay^ 
fmmA out some twenty more ; but hang 
long stories, give us your toast» man.'* 

Craigengelt rose, went a tiptoe to the 
doQF, .peeped ont, ,shut it c^efully, came 
h$f^ i^iB-^f^lapped his tarnished gold* 
laee d hat on one side of hia head, took his 
glass in one hand, and touching the hilt of 
his-hangerwith the other, named, <5 The 
King oyer 4he wattr.'* 

^* I tell you what it is, Captain Craigen* 
gel^'' said Bucklaw; *^ I shall keep my 
mind to myself on these subjects, haying 
too much respect for the memory of my 
yc^Mrable aunt Girnington to put her lands 
ud tefoements in the way of committing 
treason again^ «;s^tablished authority. Bring 
me ,Kit^ James to Edinburgh, Captain, with 
^rty thousand men at his back« imd Pit 



tell yoi}* tehai I think abtitit liii title 9 but 
its ibr running my teck iiico a ndose, and 
my good broad lands into the statatory pe- 
nalties, * in that case, made and pftf^td^/ 
rety upon it you wHt fliid tne no tmcb fbcd. 
80 when you mean to va^ur with your 
hanger and your dranscup in support of 
treasonable toasts, yon must ftad yotur B* 
quoi* and company elsewhere.* 

^ Well, then,'' said Craigengdti «' mnt 
the toast yotlrseH; and be it what it 1&^ 
ru pledge you wert it a mile tb tbef hou 
torn/' 

^ And 111 give you H toast that des«rvei 
it, my boy,** said Bueklaw ; «• what wj 
ydd to Miss Lucy Aahtoh ?^ 

^' Vp with it,*' said the Captain^ as ht 
tossed off his brimmer, ^ the bonniest lass 
hi Ltfthian-~Wbat a pity the cAd sneek* 
drawing wbigamore, her i^her, is aboot 
to throw her aw(ay upon that rag of pridfe 
and beggary, the Master of Ravedsw^.*" 

«• Tha^s not quite so dear,^ said Bock- 
iaw, in a tone, wMch, though it settioai' 



iiWUflfefettl^ ooitod his- cMimiiioii'i cngor 
curiosit|r $ aftd Bot that oiily» but also bis 
hope of workbg Uittself iato some sort of 
coaideiiGie, wbich srigbe make htm neces- 
sary: to Im patfoa». bekig by bo means sa- 
tisfied to rest OB mere sufferance, if be 
could form, by art or industry, a more 
ptsTtaaBent title to his ftvoor* 

<« I thon^," said be» after a moment^! 
panse^ ^ that was a settled matter-«*they 
arv continually together, and nothing else 
is "spioken oi betwixt Lammerlaw and Trap- 
rain.** 

<^ They may say what they please,* re- 
plied his patron^ <^ but I know better, and 
141 give you Miss Lucy Ashton's health 
agaiBt my boy." 

<< And I would drink it on my knee,*^ 
said Craigengeit, ^' if I thought the girl 
had the spirit to jilt lliat d— d son of a 
Spaniard.** 

«< I am to wquest you wffll not use the 
word jib wd Miss Ashton's name toge- 
ther^" said pocklaw^ gravdy* 
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,^^ Jiltt .did I sigf ?^--<}i9(pftr4^ my. fed #£ 
apres — by , J[oye, I i«$ftat to . say diacacd,"^ 
re^pliod Craigengelt, ^^ i^pd I/hope sh^H. 
discard jjim lik? asqiall cacd at:piiiiiet» 
and take. in.tbe.Kiiig of H^rts* Qoiy bqy-f- 
Bpt yet"— r-f^ 

** But what i" said kif.patroPt 
<< But yet I know fox certain they -uf 
hpurs together alone, and in the wooda^aad 
the fields.*' 

*^ , Thatfs bor foolish faith^r's doti^e— *- 
th^t will be soon put out pf the lass's head«.. 
if it ever gets into it," answered Bucklaw* 
•« ^nd noiw iiU ypur glass again^ Captaini ; 
I ^poi ^cAng to make you haj^py«-^I am ,go^ t 
ii^ pQ Ipt you. into a secret a pU|^*-HI^.. 
noosing plot — ^only the noos^ is but. tyft.; 

" A fnarryipg matter ?*! said Cr^igpnifQlfc 
aijd his; Jaw fell as he ^sked tbe.queat^{ . 
for he suspected that matrimony would xen- 
der \ih sjtiiatira 9,t Girn^oghame muc^ qiore 
precarious J:l^an during the jolly cljiya of bis ; 
patron's bachelorhood* 

5 



^ Ay^ a marriage, man,* said Bueklaw $ 
^ but therefore droops thy mighty spirit, 
and wily grow: the rubies on thy cheek so 
pale? The, board will have a comer, and* 
the eorner will have a.trencfaer, and the 
trencher will have a glass beside it ; and 
the board -end shall be filled, and the 
trencher and the glass shall be replenished 
for thee, if all the petticoats in Lothiaa 
had sworn the contrary— r What, man ! I 
am not the boy to put myself into leading 
strings.** 

** So says many an honest fellow,**, saud^ 
Craigengelty *^ and some . of my special 
friends ; but, curse me if I know the rjea-. 
^^i the women could never bear me, and 
ahvays contrived to truoflle me out of fa* 
vour before the honey-moon waa over«»" 

** If you CQuld have kept your ground 
till that was over, you might have made a^ 
good year's pension," said Bueklaw. 

*^ But I never could," answered the de- 
jected parasite y ^ there was my Lord Cas« 
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fode his horses-^borrpwed moncy^ both for 
hisn and from him-^tnioed bis bawka, and 
taught htiD jhow to lay hia bets ; and wben 
be took a iSmcy o£ marryiiigv 1 oiarmd him 
to Katie Gleg^^ whom I tboiigbt myadf as 
Mf e of as mao could be of w4>i»ffia. • Egad^ 
she had me oirt of ihe bouse, as if I hkad jua 
on wheels^ within the ficst fortnight^' 

^< WeU !" repUed BuokUw, <' 1 think I 
baine noUiing of Castle; Cuddy abo^t mey 
or Lucy of Katie Glegg . But yoq, set 
the thing will go on whether, you. like it or 
lich-^he onl)' question is, will y<iu be uaa^ 

mr 

^^ Useful ?-^and ^ thee» my fakL of 
landSy my jdaritng boy,, whom I. would 
tramp barefooted ttviough the world tor i 
•^^^^naiae time^ place» mode, aod circum* 
stance^ . and see it I • wiii not he useful in 
all uses thai can be deviseu«" 
*; « Why, then, you must ride two hun- 
dred miles iut me»" satd th^ patron. 



^ A tfaooMiid, and call them a fieafk: 
leUp,'' answered the depeodcst } ^ I'U. 
ause saddle my horse directly^'* 

^' Better stay till you know where ymi i 
are to go, and what yoo are to do,** quothv 
Bucklaw. ** Ymi know I have a kioswo* 
man ill Northumberlmid^ Lady Blenkensop.' 
1^ name» whose old acquaintance I bad 
the misfortune to lose iu the period of my- 
poverty, but the light of whoae counte-i 
natice shome forth upon me when Uie son 
of my prosperity faiegan to arise.^ 

*^ D — n all such double-faced jades/*, 
exclaimed Craigengdit, heroicallyf ^^ thift 
I will say for John Crargengelt, that he is' 
Ms friend's friend through good report and . 
bad report, poverty and riches j and yoia. 
know something of that yourself. Buck**; 
law.'* 

" I have not forgot your merits,**^ siadt 
his patron ; ** I do remember, that^ in my 
extremities, you had a mind to crimp me 
for the service of the French king, oi. ofi 
the Pretender; and, moreover, that >ou 



alterwardsient ihe ft flcore of pi^eces, Wlfetif^ 
s» I firmly beiierei you had beaord the lieW^ 
that old Lady Girnington had a tbtidh:^ 
llie dead pal^. ^rt don't be dowD^casiy 
John ;^ I believe,, after all, you Hke loe 
very well in your way, and it iff my mfc 
fertuno to have no better edunselior^^t 
ffii^esent.— ^To return to this Lady Bic^kett- 
sop, you must knowi !^e is a: dose confe- 
derate of Duchess Sarah;" '^ 

^ <« What, of fiallJenniiigs P exclaimed 
Craigengett i M then tsbe. must be a gooA 
d»e." 

>- *f Hold : your toirgue, and keep yoax 
Tory rants to yourself, if it be possible;,'* 
aaid Bucklaw ; *^ I tell youv that throitgli 
the Duchess of Marlborough . has this Nm*- 
tbumbrtan cousin of mine become a cronj 
of Lady Ash ton, the Keeper's wife, or, -I 
may say, the Lord Keeper's* Lady Keeper, 
and she . has favoured Lad^ Blenkeasop. 
with a visit on her return trom London, 
^nd is just now at her old man^on-house 



m^tl^ \mksL of the W|iti$beok« Naw^ Mr« 

as it has been ibe use* aod wpnt of - then 

ladi£&to Qonsidei: tbeir husbands as of bo 

importftoce in the man^emeut of th^ own 

fiupilies, it has been their preaani: pleasure^ 

withoi^ conaoituig Sir WiUiam AdifeOB» to 

put jpp.the tapis a matrimonial alUance» to 

he concluded between Lii0y Ashton and 

my own right honburable self. Lady Asb- 

too acting as 8^f%^qon>titute4 fi^onipoteiv* 

^iary on the p^ of her daughter and hus- 

liandy and Mothec Bleokensop, equally un« 

accredited, doing me the honour to be my 

j^epj^esentative. You may suppose I was a 

little ^tonished when I found that a treatyt 

in iKrbich I was. so considerably intesestedt 

had advanced a good way bjsfore I was evea 

GOiuulted*" ' 

. ^^Capot me if I thif^ that was acciMrd- 
ingp to the rule& of the.game»^ said his coo? 
fidaut } ^. imd pray^ wj|iat answer did y<>u 
return ?•* 

ff Why^ my first thpii^i^t waa to Bim4 
the treaty to t^e deviU and the negocia- 



•tort along* with it, for a couple Of ffleri- 
'^Dg old women ; my next was to laugh 
' tery faearttlf ; wad my third and hut wasa 
^settled opinion that the thing wa» reason- 
'Me, and itould suit me well enoQgfe^ 
^ ^ Why, I thought yon had never seen 
'the wench bnt onee-^-ind then die had 
her rtding-nmric oto--^I am snre you tdd 
inesd.^ 

• •<'Ay-4)ttt I liked her very weH Acd. 

^And Ravenswood*s dirty tisage of me— 

'shutting me out of doors to dine with the 

lacqueys, because he bad the Lord Keeper, 

forsooth, and' his daughter, to be guests in 

•his beggarly .castle of starvation— D—n 

me, Craigengelt, if I ever forgive htm till 

I play lithi HB good a tridc.^ 

** No more you should, if you are a hi 
of mettle,* said Craigengelt, the matter 
now taking a turn in which ^|le could sym- 
paihize } ^ and if you carry this wench 
from him, it will break his heart/' 

• ♦* That it will not/* said Bticklaw ; " his 
heart is all steeled over with reason ao^ 
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fUloibfrfi^i4^lUflgi that y^u^ €ra%it» inuiw 
nothing about more than mjn^l^ GodWIp 
m^-«kficit it watt bteak bis pride though^ 
and that's what Pm fhrivtng at."* 

^^ Distaffiice net" said Craigengate^ ^ bat 
I know the reason now of his untnancrly 
behwkmr at iua old tmable-dopa tower 
yonder**** Ashamed ^ your eompany i^^ti^, 
no l^-^i-Gady he was afraid yon wootd eat ia 
and liarry off the girL^ 

'' EhJ Craigmgelt?" said BucUaw^ 
^* do you really think €o ?«-»hat nov oot^m- 
he ia a devilish deal prettier maa than I 

** Wlw^he ?** exclaim^ the paraaito-i* 
^* be is as blacis as the cr<»ok ; and for his 
9t£e-i*4ie^ a tail ieHoWy to lie smre-^but give 
nie a Ugbt9 ttout, middle-^ized"— -**-^ 

M Plaigue on tbee P said Bucldaw» inter- 
rupting him, ** and on me fer tistening to 
ffsm i^-^yoa would say as mnth if I were 
^uiicfa.baekdd. But as to jEUfrenmr^od*-^ 
be hets kept ^no tevma with aw-^ili kwp 



fkime witii him^f I ecm mn Hm gid ftoni 
iiun,' 1 1^ win her*" 

*« Win ber?:^'^bIood, ytei shall win her, 
pointt quint, and quatdrzey my kifig of 
truinps--«you 8h4U piqub, repiqae^ andca- 
pot him.'' 

<< Fkitbee9 tsftop thy gambfing cant 6x 
one instant,^ tatd Bu'ckkw. ^ Things have 
came thus fitr, that I have entertained; the 
proposal of my kinswoman, agreed to the 
•terms of joiMure; amount of fortune, and 
so forth, and that the afiak is to go forward 
when Lady Ashton comes down, for she 
takes her daughter and her son in her own 
hand. Now, they want me to send up a 
cofifidential pemon with some lirritings.'' 

^< By this ^ood wine. 111 ride to the end 
of the .world-— the very gates of JeiidiOb 
«id the judgment-seat of Prester Johni for 
thee^*' ejaculated the Captahi. 

*^ Why, I believe you would do some^ 
thing for me, and a great deal for yottrsel£ 
Now, any «ie couhi carry the writings; 
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imt you will have a little more to do ; you 
must contrive to drop out before my Lady 
AsbtoD, just as if it were a matter of little 
co|b&^quence» the residence of Ravenswood 
at her husband's house, and his close inter- 
course with Miss Ashton ; and you may tell 
liQK^ that all the country talks of a visit from 
the Marquis of A-——, aa it is supposed, to 
make up the match hetwbit Havenawood 
and her daughter* I should like tQ bear 
what she ^ays to all this ; for, rat me^ if I 
have any idea of starting for the plate at 
all if Ravenswood is to win the race, and 
he has odds against me already." 

" Never a bit — the wench has too moich 
sense — and in that belief I drink her health 

r 

a third time } and^ were time and place fit- 
ting, I would drink it on bended knees, 
and he that would not pledge me, I would 
make his guts garter his stockings.'* 

" Hark ye, Craigengelt j as you are go- 
ing into the society of wom^n of rank," 
said Bucklaw, •VTU thapkcyou to forget 

VOL. 11. H 
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your strange blackguard oaths and dammeCs 
— rU write to them, though, tibat you 2im 
a blunt untaught fellow.'* 

<• Ay, ay," replied Craigengelt j «* a plain, 
blunt, honest, down-right soldier," 

<« 'Not too honest, nor too much of the 
soldier neither ; but, such as thou ar^ it is 
my luck to need thee, for I must have spurs 
put to Lady Ashton's motions." 

** lil dash them up to the roweL heads,** 
said Craigengelt ; <^ she shall come here at 
the gallop, like a cow chased by a whole 
nest of hornets, and her tail twisted over 
her rump like a cork-screw.** 

" And hear ye, Craigie," said Bucklaw ; 
'* your boots ^nd doublet are good enough 
to drink in, ^s the man says in the play, 
but they are somewhitt too greasy for tea^ 
table service- — prithee, get thyself a little 
better ri^ged-ou(, and h^re is to pay all 
cwige«. 

<< Nay, Bucklaw — on my soul, man— • 
you use me ill — however," added Craigea« 
gelt, po«fcetting the money, << if you will 



TBS BBI0£ OF I.AMM&BMOOR. 171 



Iiave me so far iodebted to you, I must be 
conforming." 

^* WeU, horse and away l"* said the pa- 
4f(Hi9 " so soon as you have got your rip- 
ding livery in trim* You nmy ride the 
black crop-ear— and hark ye, Til make you 
a present of him to boot*" 

u I ^ric^ ^Q t^ g^od luck of n;y mis- 
sion," answered the ambassador, ^< in s^ 
lialf-pint bumper." 

•' I thank ye, Craigie, and pledge you-~ 
I see nothing against it but the father or 
the girl taking a tantrum, and i am told 
£be mother can wind them both round her 
little finger. Take care not to affront her 
with any of your jacobite jargon." 

^* O ay, true — she is a whig, and a friend 
of old Sail of Marlborough— thank my stars, 
I can hoirt any colours at a pinch. I have 
fought as hard under John Churchill as 
ever I did under Dundee or the Duke of 
Berwick." 

" I verily believe you, Craigie," said the 
lord of the mansion } << but, Craigie, do 

9 
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you» pray^ step down to tbe cekUar and 
fetch us up a bottle of the Burgundy, 
l078«-*it is in the fourth bin from the 
right-hand tiim — And I say, Craigie-^-ycm 
may fetch up half-a-dozen whilst you are 
sd^out at'^Egadt we'll make a nig^t on'U*^ 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

And foon thcgr spied the iiierry«men gvieB^ 
And ekp the conch and four. 

Duki upon Dukt, 

CjuiGHNGfXT set forth on his missiony 
so 600Q as his equipage was. complete* 
prosecuted his jouroey with all diUgeiice» 
and accomplished his commission with all 
the dexterity for which Bucklaw had ' gi- 
ven him credit. As he arrived with cre^ 
denials from Mr Hayston of Bucklaw, he 
was extremely welcome to both ladies ; 
and those who are prejudiced in favour 
of a new acquaintance can, for a time 
at least, discover excellencies in his very 
faults, and perfections in his deficiencies. 
Although both ladies were accustomed to 
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good society, yet, being predetermined tm 
find out an agreeable and well-behaved gen- 
tlennan in Mr Hayston's friend, they suc- 
ceeded wonderfully in imposing on them- 
selves* It is true that Craigengelt was now 
handsomely dressedt and that was a point 
of no small consequence. But independent 
of outward shew^ his blackguard impudence 
of address was construed into honourable 
bluntness, becoming his supposed militarjr 
profession ; his hectoring passed for cou- 
rage, and bis sauciness for wit. Lest, baw« 
«ver, any one should think this a violation 
of probability, we must add, in fairness ta 
the two ladies, that their discernment was 
greatly blinded, and their favour propitia- 

a 

ted, by the opportune arrival of Captain 
Craigengelt, in the moment when they 
were longing for a third hand to make a 
party at tredrille, in which, as in all games, 
whether of chance or skill, that worthy 
person was a great proficient. 

When he found himself established in 
favour, bis next point was how best t^ 
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use it for the furtheraDce of his pactron's 
views. He found Lady Ashton prepos^ 
sessed strongly in favour of the motion, 
which Lady Blenkensop, partly from re- 
gard to her kinswoman, partly from the 
. spirit of match-makings had not hesitated 
to propose to her ; so that his task was an 
easy one. Bucklaw, reformed from his 
prodigality, was just the sort of husband 
which she desired to have for her Shep- 
herdess of Lammermoor; and while the 
marriage gave her fortune, and a gentle- 
man for her husband, Lady Ash ton was of 
opinion that her destinies would be- fully 
and most favourably accomplished^ It so 
chanced, also, that Bucklaw, among his 
new acquisitions, had gained the manage- 
ment of a little political interest in a 
neighbouring county, where the Douglas 
family originally held large possessions* It 
was one of the bosom-hopes of Lady Ash* 
ton, that her eldest son, Sholto^ should re- 
present this county in the British Parlia- 
ment, and she saw this alliance with Buck- 
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Iftw as a circumstance whidh might be 
highly fevourable to her wishes. 

Craigengelti who in his >^a^ by no means 
wanted sagacity, no sooner discovered in 
what quarter the wind of Lady Ashton's 
wishes sate» than he trimmed his course 
accordingly. " There \^as little to pre- 
vent Bucklaw himself from sitting for the 
county — he must carry the heat — must 
walk the course. Two cousins-german — 
six more distant kinsmen, his factor and* 
his chamberlain, were all hollow votes — 
and the Gitninghame interest had always 
carried, betwixt love and fear, about as 
many more — But Bucklaw cared no more 
about riding the first horse, and that sort 
of thing, than he, Craigengelt, did ab6ut a 
game at birkie — ^it was a pity his interest 
was not in good guidance.'' 
^* All this Lady Ashton drank in with 
willing and attentive ears, resolving inter- 
nally to be herself the person who should 
take the management of the political in- 
fluence of her destined 8on-in*law, for the 
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benelBt of her eldest born^ Sholto, and all 
<^er parties concenked. 

When he found her ladyship thus fa>- 
vourably disposed, the Captain proceed- 
ed, to use his employer's phrase, to set 
ipurs to her resolution, by hinting at the 
situation of matters at Ravenswood Cas- 
tie, the long residence which the heir 
of that family had made with the Lord 
Keeper, and the reports which (though he 
would be d— d ere he gave credit to any 
of them) had been idly circulated in the 
neighbourhood. It was not the Captain's 
cue to appear himself to be uneasy on the 
subject of these rumours ; but be easily 
saw from Lady Ashtion's flashed cheeky 
hesitating voice, and flashing eye, that she 
had caught the alarm which he intended 
to communicate* She had not heslrd from 
her husband so often or so regularly as 
she thought him bound in duty to Iiave 
written, and of this very interesting intel^ 
.ligence, concerning Ms visit to the Towet 

of WolTs Crag, and the guest, whom, with 

H 2 
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such cordiality, he had received at Ra^ 
venswood Castle, he had suffered his lady 
to remain altogether ignorant, until she 
jaow learned it by the chance information 
of a stranger* Such concealment approach- 
ed, in her apprehension, to a misprision, at 
least, of treason, if not to actual rebellion 
against her matrimonial authority ; and in 
her inward soul did she swear to take yen- 
geance on the Lord Keeper, as on a sub- 
ject detected in meditating revolt. Her 
indignation burned the more fiercely, as 
she found herself obliged to suppress it in 
presence of Lady Blenkensop, the kins- 
woman, and of Craigengelt, the confident 
tial friend of Bucklaw, of whose aUiance 
she now became trebly desirous, since it 
occurred to her alarmed imagination, that 
her husband might, in bis policy or timi- 
dity, prefer that of Ravenswood. 

The Captain was engineer enough to 
discover that the train was fired ; and 
therefore beard, in the course of the same 
day, without the least surprise^ that Lady 
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Asfatan had resolved to abridge her visit 
to Lady Blenkensop* and set forth with 
the peep of morning on her return tQ 
Scotland, using all the dispatch which the 
state of the roads, and the mode of travel- 
ling, would possibly permit. 
. Unhappy Lord Keeper ! — little wa» he 
stware what a storm was travelling towards 
Urn in all the speed with which an old- 
fashioned coach and six could possibly 
achieve its journey. He, like Don Gay^ 
feros, << forgot his lady fair and true," and 
was only anxious about the expected visit 
of the Marquis of A——*. Soothfast ti^ 
dings had assured him that this nobleman 
was at length, and without fail, W honour 
liis castle at one in the afternoon, being 4 
late dinner- hour ; and much was the bustle 
in consequence of the anminciation*^ The 
Lord Keeper traversed the chambers, held 
consultation with the butler in the cellars^ 
and even ventured,, at the risk of a de^!^ 
TnMe with a cook, of a spirit lofty enough 
io scorn the admonitions of Lady Ashtoa 



180 TALES OF MT LAKBLOBB. 

herself, to peep into the kitchen* Satisfied,* 
at leogth, that every thii^ was in as active 
a train of preparation as was possible, he 
summoned Ravenswood and his daughter 
to walk upon tiie terrace, for the purpose 
of watching, from that commanding poio- 
tion, the earliest symptoms of his Lord- 
ship's approach. For this purpose, wil^ 
slow and idle step, he paraded the terrace^ 
v^ich, flanked with a heavy stone battle* 
Hient, stretched in front of the castle upon 
a level with the first storey ; while visitors 
found access to the court by a projecting 
gate-way, the bartizan or flat-leaded roof 
of which was accessible from the terrace 
by an ^easy flight of low and broad steps. 
The whole bore a resemblance partly to a 
castle, partly to a nd^leman's seat ; and 
though calculated, in some respects, for 
defence, evinced that it had been con- 
structed under a sense of the power and 
seounty of the ancient Lords of Ravens- 
wood* 
This pleasant walk commanded a beau- 
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tifiil and extensiYe view. But what was 
most to our present purpose, there were 
seen from the terrace two roads, one lead- 
ing from the east, and one from the wesU 
ward, which, crossing a ridge opposed to 
the eminence on which the castle stood,, at 
diiSferent angles, gradually approached each 
oUier, until they joined not far from the 
gate o£ the avenue. It was to the west^ 
ward approach that the Lord Keeper, from 
a sort of fidgetting anxiety, his daughter, 
from complaisance to him^ and Raveos- 
wood, though feeling -some symptoms of 
iatornal impatieoce, out of complaisance 
to his daughter, directed their eyes to see 
the precursors of the Marquis's approach. . 
These were not long of presenting them- 
selves. Two running footmen, <ire^ed in 
white, with Uack jockey-csqps, and long 
sta£ m ttieir hands, headed the train ; 
and such was their agility, that they found 
no difficulty in keeping the necessaiy adr , 
vance, which the etiquette of their station 
required, before the carriage and horsemen. 
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Onwards the j cam^ at a long swingiog trot^ 
tfrguing unwearied speed in their long^ 
breathed calling* Stich running footmea 
are often alluded to in old plays, (I would 
particularly instance ^^ Mfddleton's Had 
World my Masters^") and perhaps s»y be 
still remembered by some old persons ia 
Scotland, as part of tiie retinue of the an- 
cient nobility when travelling, in fuU ctxtr 
mony.* Behind these glancing meteorst 



* Her^ttpon I, Jediediab Cleishbotham^ cniye leave 
to remark^ primo, which' signifies^ in the first p]Acei 
that^ having in Tain enquired at the Circolatiiig Libn^ 
jy in Gandersdeo^, albeit it aboiindelli in similar ?*• 
nitiw, fat this samyil Middlet(»i and his Mad World,, 
it was at length shewn unto me amongst other ancient 
fooleries careftilly compiled by one DodsTey, who^ 
doubtless^ hath his reward for neglect of precioiir 
time; and having nusnsed so much ofi mine mb wai 
Bfcessary for the purpose^ I therein foimd.that a play* 
■nm is brought in as a footman^ whom a knight is 
made to greet facetiously with die epithet of " linen 
stocking, and three-score- miles a day." 

Secundo, (which is secondly in the ▼em8Ctt]ar^)'iiB* 
der Mr Pattieson's fiivour^ some men* not altogether s* 
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wko footed it as if the Avenger of Kood 
bad been behind them» came a cloud of 
dust, raised by riders who preceded^ at- 
tended, or fc^owedy. the state-caniage of 
the Marquis. 

The privilege of nobility, in these days, 
bad something in it impressive on the ima^ 
gination» The dresses and liveries and 
number of their attendants, their style of 
tsavdling, the impoung^ and almost war* 
like air of the armed men who surrounded 



old a» he would represent them^ do remember this 
species of menial^ or fore-mnner. In evidente of 
which^ ly Jedediah OeishboUiam^ though mine vym§ 
yet do me good service^. ren»Bmb^ me to hare seen 
«ne of this tribe clothed in white^. and bearing a atafl^ 
who ran daily before the state-coach of the umquhile 
John^ Earl of Hopeton^ father of this Earl, CharleSj 
that new ie; unto whom it may be justly said, that 
Renown piayetii the part of a running footman, or 
precursor ; and, as the poet aingeth—- 

^' Mars standing by iws^ts his quarrel. 
And Fame flie» after widi a kurel " 

J.C. 
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tbenit placed them far above the laird, 
who travelled vrith his brace of footmen; 
and as to rivalry from . the mercantile part 
of the commtmity, these would as soon 
have thought of imitating the state equip- 
age of the Sovereign, At present it is 
di&reitt } and I myself, Peter Pattieson, in 
a kte journey to Edinburgh, had the ho- 
nour, in the maiUooach phrase, to ^< change 
a, leg'* with a peer of tlie realm. It was 
not so in the days of which I write ; and 
the Marquis's approach,, so long expected 
in vain, now took place in the full pomp 
of ancient aristocracy. Sir William Ash- 
ton was so much interested in what he be- 
held, and in considering the ceremonial of 
reception in case any circumstance had 
been omitted, that he scarce beard his son 
Henry exclaim, ^* there is smother coach 
and six coining down the east road^ papa 
—will they both belong to the Marquis of 

At length, when the youngst^ had fair- 
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ly eompefied his attentioii by pulling his 

skeye, 

" He turned his eyes^ and> as he tum'd^ siurvej'd 
An awful vision, " 

Sure enough, another coach and six^^ 
with four servants or out-riders in attend- 
ance, was descending the hill from the 
eastWEffd^ at enich a pace as niade it doubt* 
ful which of the carriages thus approaching 
from distant quarters should first reach the 
gate set the extremity of the avenue* The 
one coach was green, the other blue ; and 
not the green aiid blue chariots in the 
Circus of Rome or Constantinople excited 
more turmoil among the citizens than the 
double apparition occasioned in the mind 
of the Lord Keeper, We all remember 
the terrible exclamation of the dying pro- 
fligate, when a friend, to destroy what he 
supposed the hypochondriac idea of a 
spectre appearing in a certain shape at a 
given hour, placed before him a pei;son 



/ 
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dressed up in the manner be described. 
'< Man Iheu r said ihe expiring sinner, 
vrhoi it seems, saw both the real and poly- 
graphic apparition — <* H y en est dettx r 

The surprise of the Lord Keeper was 
scarcely less unpleasing at the duplication 
of the expected arrival} his mind misgave 
him strangely. There was no ne^hbour 
who would have approached so unceremo^ 
niously,. at a time when ceremony was 
held in such respect. It must be L^dy 
Ashton, said his conscience, and followed 
up the hint with an anxious^ anticipa* 
tion of the purpose of lier sudd^ii and un- 
announced return. He felt that be w^s 
caught ^< in the manner.** That the com- 
pany in which she bad so unluckily sur- 
prised him was likely to be highly distaste- 
ful to her, there was no quesjtion ; and the 
only hope which remained for him was her 
high sense of dignified propriety, which, 
hye trusted^ might prevent a public explo- 
siQUt But so active were his doubts and 
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fears, as altogether to derange his purposed 
ceremonial for the reception <^ the Mar- 
quis. 

These feelings of apprehension were not 
confined to Sir William Ashton. << It is 
my mother — it is my mother/* said Lucy, 
turning as pak as ashes, and clasping her 
hands together as she looked at Ravens- 
wood. 

<< And if It be Lady Ashton,** said her 
lover to her in a low tbne, *< what can be 
the occalsion of such alarm ?-— Surely the 
return of a lady to the family from which 
she has been so long absent, should excite 
other sensations than those of fear and dis- 
may.** 

" You do not know my mother,* said 
Miss Ashton, in a tone almost breathles9 
with terror ; ** what will she say when she 
sees you in this place !** 

<< My stay is too long,**' said Ravenswood 
somewhat haughtily, •• if her displeasure 
at my presence is like to be so formidable. 
My dear Lucy,** be resumed, in a tone of 
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sootfaiog encofiragement^ '^ you ue tod 

• 

cfaildisbly afraid of Lady Ajshton ; she is 
a woman of family— a lady of fashion^— « 
person who must ktiow the worlds and wbat 
is due to her husband and hef huabimd's 

guests*'* 

Lucy shook her head; and, as if her 
mother, still at the distance of half a miles 
could have seen and scrutinized her de* 
portment, she withdrew herself from beside 
Ravenswood, and, taking her brother Hen* 
ry's arm, led him to a different paxt of the 
terrace* The Keepw also scuffled down 
towards the portal of the great gate, with- 
out inviting Bavenswood to accompany 
him, and thus he remained standing alone 
on the terrace, deserted and shunned, as 
k ii^ere, by the inhabttents of the mansion. 

This suited not the mood of one who 
was proud in proportion to his poverty, 
and who thought that, in sacrificing his 
deep-rooted resentments so far as to be* 
come Sir William Ashton's gue$t, he con- 
fetred a favour, and received none. ^' I 
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can &fgive Lucy,'' he said to himself; 
*^ she is ycmng, timid , and conscious of an 
impoirtant engagement assumed without 
her mother's sanction ; yet she should re^ 
0iember with whom it has been assumed, 
and leave me no reason to suspect that she 
18 ashamed of her choice. For the Keeper, 
senses spirit* and expression seem to have 
ieft h^ face and manner since he had the 
first glimpse of Lady Ashton's carriage. I 
must watch how this is to end ; and, if they 
give me reason to think myself an unweU 
come gueitt my visit is soon abridged." 

\^h these suspicions floating on his 
mitid he left the terrace, and, walking to- 
wards the stables of the castle, gave direc- 
tions that his hopse should be kept in 
readinesa, in case he should have occasion 
to ride abroad. 

id tbe^meanrwhSe the drivers of the two 
carnages, the approach of which had occa- 
skmed so much di^Miay at the castle, had 
become aware of each other's presence as 
tbrf ^proacbed upon intent lines to the 
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head of the avenue^ as a eommon centfe. 
Lady Ashton's driver and postillions in- 
stantly received orders to get foremost^ if 
possible, her ladyship being desirous of dk- 
patching her first interview with her hus« 
band before the arrival of these guests; who- 
ever they might happen to be/ On the 
other handy the coachman of the Marquis, 
conscious of his own dignity and that of bis 
master, and observing the rival charioteer 
was mending his pace, resolved, like a true 
brother of the whip, whether ancient or mo- 
idem, to vindicate his right of precedence. 
So that, to increase the confunon of €be 
Lord Keeper's understanding* he aaw the 
short time which remained for considera- 
tion abridged by the haste of the contend- 
ing coachmen, who, fixing their eyes sternlj 
on each other, and applying the lash smart- 
ly to their horses, b^an to thunder down 
the descent with emulous rarity, while 
the horsemen^ who attended them were 
forced to put on to a hand gallop. 
Sir William's only chance now remaio^ 
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ing was the po3sibility of an overturn, and 
that his lady or visitor might break their 
necks. I am not aware that he formed 
any distinct wish on the subject, but I 
have no reason to thipk that his grief in 
either case would have been altogether in« 
<:onsolable. This chance, however, also 
'disappeared ; for Lady Ashton, though in- 
^sensible to fear^ began to see the ridicule 
of running a race with a visitor of distinc- 
^tion, the goal being the portal of ber own 
easily and commanded her coachman, as 
they approached the avenue, to slacken his 
pace, and allow precedence to the stran- 
ger's equipage, a command which he glad- 
ly obeyed, as coming in time to save his 
honour, the hones of the Marquis's car- 
riage being better, or, at least, fresher than 
his own* He restrained his speed, there- 
fore, and suffered the green coach to enter 
the avenue, with all its retinue, which pass 
it occupied with the speed of a whirlwind* 
^e Marquis's laced charioteer no sooner 
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found the pas ^a^anee ym& gianted to him, 
than he resumed a more deliberate pace, 
at which he advanced under the embower- 
ing shade of the lofty elms, surrounded by 
ail the attendants i^ while the carriage of 
.Lady Ashton followed still more slowly at 
. some distance. 

In the front of the castle, and beneath 
the portal which admitted guests into the 
inner court, stood Six William Asliton, 
.nwch. perplexed in mind, his younger son 
and daughter beside him» aod in their rear 
a train of attendants of various ranks, in 
and out of livery. The nobility and gentry 
of Scotland, at this pieriod, were remark- 
. able even to extravagance for the Bmnber 
of their servants, whose services were easi- 
ly purchased in a country where men were 
numerous beycmd proportion to the means 
of employing them* 

The manners of a man, trained like Sir 
William Ashton, are too much at his eom- 
mand to remain long disconcerted with the 

8 



THS^BRIDB 07 LAMHEBUQOR. 193. 

ffiDst ndverBe concurreiice of circuaistances; 

He received^ the Marqais, as he alighted 

from his* equipage, with the usual complin 

menta of welcome ; and, as he ushered htm 

into the gceat ball, expressed his hope thM 

his jmirney had been pleasant; The Marquis 

was a tall, well-made man, with a thought* 

fill and intelligent countenance, and -an 

eye, m iivhicfa the fire of 'ambition had: for 

some yeais replaced the vivacity of youth ^ 

a bold, {iroud, expression of 6ounteiumce, 

yet chastened by habitual caution, anci[ the 

desife whid), ^s the head of a party^ he 

necesitarily entertained of acquiring popu« 

hrity. He answered with courtesy the 

courteous enquiries oi^ the JLbrd Keeper^ 

and was formally presented to Miss Ash* 

ton, in the course of Which ceremony ihe 

hotd, JSjttper gave the first symptom of 

what iffBH chiefly occupying his inind, by 

introducing his . daughter •as «< his wife, 

iMy Ashton.'* 

; Xaicy; blushed ; tiie ^Marquis looked suri 
VOL. n. I 



I 

prised at the eKtremelyjttvedllelifq^^ 
ti hk ho8tes8» ami theXortI Xeeper- wiifa 
ditteoHy railied hinraeif ao far as tb etf^ 
plain. ^ I shouid have said my daughteiV 
my lord $ faiit the truth is, that I saw Lady 
AdhtoBls carriage enter the avrtiue dmrdy 
after your lordihip% tod**- 

^ Make no apology » my lotd^** Teplied 
Utet soMe guest ; ^* let me entreat yoti wH 
wait CNR your lady, a»d leave me to culttvata. 
Miss Ashton's aeqaaintance. lamshodEei 
ioiy peq[>l6 should have tsikeil precedettcfer df 
our hostess at her own gate 9 btit your41^id^ 
ship is awarei that I supposed Lady AsbiM 
was still in the south. Permit me to'bcc 
seech you will \8aive cefemoiryy and hasten 
to weltjome heir.** 

This waapreeisely what the Lord Keeper 
longed to do ; and he mstaptly proited b^ 
his lordahip'a obliging permission. To^ see 
Lady Ashton, and encounter the first burst 
of her displeasure in privatet tnight prepare 
her» m mnlia dc^ee, td receive her uawel* 
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♦ * 

cami^ef tbereforep stopped, Um^ arm of th# 
attentive jiusbaod was ready to assist JLanif 
AMimin disoiQURltqg. hoiMmg aa if she 
saw him not>^ she pu); bis arm aside, and mr 
quedted that of Captasn Cmgmgelu who 
stood by the coac^ witit bia laeed bat utir 
itor bis ai^flit having acted as wtmMfr^ ser^ 
tmi^ ot.a^Mure w aitendanfler dttstiig tht 
prntmy^ . Xald^ hold ^f thia i»s|Kdtablf 
fm»n-A num m if to. sttppwt..h^» li»^ 
4j»btoii tn^eraed t^e aou(it».iittefiiig^a.word 
»f two by ^y :of dtfMJtiaQ. to tl^ atrvAots^ 
jHik mt one to^Sir WtUiaiQir who ift valn^en* 
invoured ta attiac^ hue atteoiUam as he 
f atheic followed thai aGcompaoied her i»(o 
the hall, in wbbch tbey fotm^ tbe.Miwq^is 
itt dose con vevsation. with the Mwter of 
JSwenswood ; lancy h«d. . taken the fiat 
opportunity of escaping. There wa3 em<^ 
hanmsasHieftt on wtry counteiiianee exoept 
iiiA% q£ the Mangfuis of A-—-, for ewi 
Cotgeng^t's inapttdeniee was haixlly able 
to veil hta feai of £aveiiswo0d». and the 

5 
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f est felt tte' a'wkwafdness of the poisitimt 
in which they were thus unexpectedly 

After waiiting a moment to be presented 
by S^ WiUittn Ashton» the Marquis resol- 
ved to introduce himself. ^ The Lord 
Keeper,'' he said^ bowing to Lady Asfaton, 
^«has jiist introduced to me his daughter 
to his wife-^he might very easily present 
Lady Ashton arhis daughter, so little does 
she differ from' what I remember her sonse 
years dnce^^Will she permit an old ac- 
quaintance the privilege of a guest ^ 
' He saluted the lady widi too good a 
grace to apprdiend a repulse, and then 
proceeded— :<< This^ Lady Ashton, is a 
pe^ce-making visit, aUd therefore I pre- 
sume to introduce my cousin, the young 
Master of Ravenswoody to your favouraUe 
notice/' . ^ 

: Lady Ashton could not chuse but cour- 
tesy; but there was in.her obeisance an 
air of haughtiness approaching to coiv- 
temptttous repulse* fiaveioswood couldnot 
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chuse but bow ; but his manner returned 
the scorn with which he had been greeted* 

" Allow me,'* she said, *• to present to 
your lordship my friend." Craigengelt, with 
the forward impudence which men of hia 
cast mistake, for ease, made a sliding bow 
to the Marquis, which Ije graced by a 
flouriA of his gold-laced hat. The lady; 
turned, to her husbilnd~-<^ You and I, fiKr 
William^'' she said, and these were the first 
words she bad addressed to him, ** have 
acquired new. acquaintances since we pautt 
ed-«-let< me introduce the acquisition I 
have made to mine —« Captain Craigen-; 
gelt." : 

Another bow, and another flourish of 
^e gold«laced hat, which was returned by 
tfae^ Lord Keeper without intimation of 
former recognition, and with that sort of 
anxious readiness, which intimated his wisb,i 
tha,t peace and amnesty should talce place 
betwixt the contending parties, including 
the auxiliaries on both sides. ^< Let me in^. 

4 

tfioduce you to the Master of BaVenstroodJ'i 
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laid he to Captain Crai^engeitr, fSsflowiiig 
up the same amicable system. But thid 
MaMer drew up his tali form to the full 
extent of his height, and without so much 
as looking towards the person thus intro- 
duced to him» he said, in a matked tone^ 
•• Captain Craigengelt and I are already 
perfectly well acquainted with eadi other.** 

•* Perfectly—peffectly,** replied thfe Cap- 
tain, in a mumbling tone, like that o^ a 
double echo, and with a flourish ^f hid hat^ 
the circumference of whidi was greotiy 
abridged, com [Mired with those which had 
so cordially graced his introduction to the 
Marquis and the Lord Keeper. 

Lockbard, followed by three menhils, 
now entered witli wine and refreshmentc^ 
which it was the ^hion t& ofSo* ds a "whet 
before dinrier $ and when they were piatttnl 
btifore the guests,' Lady Ashton txm^^ 
apology for Withdrawing her husband frt>m 
them for some minutes upon business of 
spedai import. The Marqbisi ^f eonrse, 
requested her ladyship would lay herMtf 



x^nder no restraint ^ and Craigengelt» bolt- 
ing with apeed ii necotid glass of racy ca^ 
nf^yy ha$teaed to leave the room^ feeliog. 
AO. great pleaiun in.tJie prospect of being 
left alone with the Marq^uis of A-*^<-^ and 
the Master of Ravetiswood ; the presenee 
of the former holditig him in awe» and that 
c^the latter in bodily. terror. 

Some arrangements about his horse and 
jbaggage formed the pretei^t for his suddeo 
;Eetr^t, in which he persevered^, althougiji. 
I^y Ashton gave Lockhard orders to be 
^^eareful most particularly to aceommodate 
Captain Craigengelt with all the attend^- 
tttlce which he could possibly require* The 
Marquis and the. Master of Ravens wood 
were thus left to communicate to each 
oljber. their remarks upon the reception 
*^lch^they had met with, while Iiady 
Ashton led the way» and her lord followed 
Somewhat like a condemned criminal^ tai 
her lady ^ip's dre^sing.roqm^ 

So soon as the spouses had both entered^ 
her ladyshiitg^ye way to tlmt fierce audaci* 



ty of temper, wbid^ she bad with difficulty 
Mppfieasedy out of iietq)ect to app^a'aocesu 
She shujt the door behind the alarmed iLQi4 
Keeper, took the key out c^ the spiiqg^ 
lock, and: with a countraanoe which yeac$ 
liad not bereft pf its haughty .charinf»; 9fxA 
tytB whiph 9poke at once resolution aii4 
resentment, she .addressed her astounded 
h^baud in these words i--*^* My locd, lam. 
not greatly surprised at the aonnectioiii 
^(ou have ,been - pleased to form dpring mj 
absence— they are eutireiy in xonfoimil^ 
with your bicth and breeding ; and if I did 
expect any thing else, I heartily qiwn my; 
error, and that I merit, by h^yi^g don^ 
so, the disappointment you had prepared 
for me.? . . ^ ^ 

** My dear Lady Ashtpn— ^my /deaf 
£leanor," said the Liord Keeper, ^^ listep 
to reason for a moment, and I will oon^ 
vince you I have acted with all the regar4 
due to the dignity, as well as the interesi 
pf my family." 
, ;/* To the. interest of jfour family 1 con*. 
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twelve you perfectly mpable of gtt^ndingvf ' 
iretonied 'tte indignant lady, a^ and evcm 
to the dignity of your family also-^'But^os 
^mine happens to be in6XtriGiU>ly iaitalved 
whfc -it, you witt excuse, me if 1 chuse to 
giveoiy awn attention so far as that is coa- 
iOemed.''^ 

r» " Whit movid you have. Lady iAsh- 

ton/! said. the has}Mttd^^ What is it that 

displeases you? Why is it, that on your i^. 

ftnrn afler>sa long an absence^^J^aQi aii'aign* 

ed^initiiis tnanner ?'* > • ^ - ^ ^ 

-^•*^^ Ask ^our oim coowietice, SBrvWil- 

&|n;r-what has prompted you to becoifiie 

a renegade to your political party iand opi- 

' nions, and:^ led you, for what I kndwi to be 

\€Hi the point of marrj^ingyouroi}!^ daug^fi- 

^ ter to a i^ggarly jacobita bajnkmpt^v tiie it- 

' veterate enemy of your fasaily io^^he bod^.'' 

c r «< Why, what, in: tiie name of connbdn 

isente jand comniop ^ivilify^' would you hat^e 

me do, madam ?* answered her husband^^ 

i^* Is it possible for me, with ordinary* de- 

^jcsency,7 tp itirn a young ^gm^taa^ but 4>f 
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my boase, who samd my daughter's life 
and iDjr owor httt the other mormog as it 
were ?' 

<« Saved your Hfe! I have heacd of that 
story,"* said the lady*-^< the Lord Keep« 
was scared i^ a dim cow, and he takes the 
young fellow who killed her for Grtigr of 
Warwick?— any buteher frooi Haddington 
ttay soon: have 4ui equdl daim on ymir 

<^ Lady AdrtOB,'' stammeced the .Keeper^ 
^* this is intderable — and wh^s I am desi- 
flous, too^ to make you easy by any aacii- 
fiee^Hif you woidd but tell me whaj^ yon 
would be at-** 

<c Go dotra to your guests^" said the 
imperious dam^ *^ and make your apoleggr 
to Ravenswoqd, that ^e arrival <rf* Captain 
Cratgengete and some other ineads, leaders 
it impossible fw you to* ofer him lodgipgs 
at the castle-*^! e!i:pect yooqg Mr Hay ston 
of Bucklaw«" 

^ Good Heavens^ madam!" gaculated 
4ier husbsiKW *^ Bavenswood to give j^aoe 
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to Cmigengelti a comtnoti ^mblei* artid aa 
itiftyrmer !*---k was all I 'could do to forbear 
desiring the fellOW to get oat of tny home^ 
luhi I was much ^urprided to s6e kitil in 
J^Our ladyi^hip's train.** 

"Since you saw him ther*^ you m^ht 
be wtll assured," answered this meek helpb 
mate, » tbi^t he was pft>p(^r sOc}«ty« Ast6 
this Rai^ehswood) hit only ftieets with the 
treatment which^ td tny certain knowp. 
iM^&i he gaVfe to a inueh valued Mtnd 
ef'^ili^y who had the misfbftume to be -fain 
g^#t sdMe titne dnce. But take yoiH* M^ 
^)d1ftii$«rti i Ibr^ if itaveniwOod does not quit 
the house, I will.'* 

-B» WilliWi ABhto* paced up and down 
%hK apartmtfnt in the most distresi^ing agi- 
tation, fedi<, and shame, and anger coa* 
tmd^g&pAmt the haMtUal def«^nce 1^ 
was in the use of rendering to his lady. 
Af length it toded^ ^s is usual with timid 
minds plae6d iasuch cifcUmstancesi in his 

ftddpsing isL Metm^Urmfhe^ a middle mea^ 
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f << I tell yqu frankly, maflamt I in^tfaisr 
CjAn n<Hr wiU be guilty of the inciyility you 
propose to the Master of Bltvenswopjil-r- 
he has not deseryed it^at my hand* Ifyoil 
vfill be so unreasonable as to insult a nmn 
pf quality under your own roof, I cannot 
prevent you, bi:|t I will not at least ht tht 
9gent in such a prepostecous proceeding*'?: 
. « You will not P' asked the lady,. 
. << No, by Heavens, madam," her husbanji 
replied j ^< ask me anything qongment wiUi 
jCQOwnon decency, as. to drop his. su2q[ii^njtT 
ancfi by degrees, or the like--*but to bid 
l|im l^ave my house^is what X will not, and 
cannot consent to." . * 

J <vThe^ the task pf siqpp<irtiog the ho- 
iiour of the family wiU faU on me, as it has 
pflen done befqre/' said the lady* . 
V She sat do^) and hastily wrote a few 
-lines. The Lord Keeper made another 
fsffort to prevei^t her taking, % stqp so decif 
pive, just as she opened the door to call 
l^e^ female attendant froip t^e anti*roo9i.» 
"^^ Think what you are doing, Lady 
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ton— -you are makii^ a mortal enemy of a 
young tnan^ who is like to have the means 
of harming us'^-*-^ — . 

>* Did you- ever know a Douglas who 
feared im enemy?" answered the lady con# 
teoEiptuoiisly. < ^ 

^ Ay, but hef is as proud and vindictive 
as an hundred Dbuglasses, and an hundred 
devils to Jboot Think of it for a night 
only/^: 

••'Not for. another moment," answered 
the lady ;-+-**^here, Mrs FatuUo, give this 
billet to young Ravenswood." 
, ^^ Tcr^ the Master, madam ?'* said Mrs 

« ' * * - 

«* Ay, to the Master, if you call him 



•so*"" •' '•■ ;^ . : > 

" I wash^my hands of it entirely,'* said 
.the Keeper ; . ^^ and : I shall go down, into 
the gardien^. add see that Jardine gatheiis 
4he winter fmit lor the dessert." 

«< Dosi^,** said the lady, looking aflte^ 
him with looks of infinite ^icontempt ^ *^ and 
^tbanlc Gqd t|t4jt yq^i l^ve o^ behind you 
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as fit to protect die- honour * of the fBLxn&f, 
as you are to look aAier pippins and pears.'* 

The Lord Keeper remaified long^ndtif^li 
in the garden to give her ladyship'^ mine 
time to explode^ and to let, as he th^uglit^ 
at least the first violence of Rayens#obd% 
displeasure blow over. Wbeiv he efttefed 
llie hall) he ficwnd the Marquis of A--^^ 
giving orders to some of his atMndanta; 
He seemed in high displeasure, and itM^ 
vupted an apology which j%r William had 
commenced, for having left his Id^dilhip 
alone. ' 

** I presume, Sir William, you are to 
stranger to this singular billet with wMch 
nay kinsman of Rav«nswood (an •empbsfsis 
on the word f»y) has been favoured liy 
your lady— -and, of course, ttert you' are 
prepared to receive my adiens-^My kka^ 
man is already gone, having thOQghr k 
unnecessary to cSdt any on his part, ainefe 
all former civilities have been 'ctticdled 
by this lingular insult.^ > 

^ 1 protest^ my Un^'' said Sir Willfaitfy 
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hoidinn^ the billet ki hn hMd^ ^ I tm fiiA 
privy to the oonteotft of this letter* I 
know JjeAj AahtoQ is a $Pti*m4empered 
and pngudicdd woman» and I am sincerely 
swry for any offence that ba$ been gti^n 
or taken ; but I hope your lordship wiHi 
consider that a lady**— — *- 

^< Should bear herself tdmurds peisons 
^ % certain rank with tiie breeding of 
on;^^" said the Marquis^ completing the 
balf-uttered sent^oce. 

*.< Xrae^ my lord/' said the unfertunate 
Keeper ; ^ but Lady Ashton is still a wo- 
tom P 

^ Anfd as such, methinks," said die Mar* 
4}ms^ again interrupting him, ^ shoukl he 
laught the duties whioh correspond to her 
station* Bat here she comes» and I will 
le«m from her own moudi the reason of 
^is^ extmoidinary and unexpected a£Brant 
offered to my hear relation, while both he 
aod I were her ladyship's guests**' 

Lady Ashton accordingly entered the 
apajrUnent at lihia inomenb Her dismite 



:Wtth $it WilUanii and a subsequent inteiv. 
View with her dau^ter, had not prevent- 
,ed her from attendiug to the duties of her 
toilette* She aj^fured in fuU dress ; aodi 
from the character of her countenance. and 
imauner, well became the splendour with 
which ladies of quality then appeared ou 
.such occasions. 

The Marquis of Ar-— bowed haughty 
Jy, and she jeturned the salute with ^qyoal 
pride and distance of dememoUn Hje4b6U 
'took from the passive hand of 3ir William 
lAshton the billet he. l^d given him tb^ mih 
ment before he approached tbe-lady^Maiid 
^w«s about to speak, when she intermpt- 
^d Mm* ^ I perceive, my locd^ y oi| 9att 
*abbut fo' enter upon an unpleasant subjeei 
I aid sorry any such should have ocowred 
\at this time, to interrupt^ in the slighiteitt 
:degree, the respectful receptlovt: d«e it^ 
i^our lordship— but so it is»-r-Mr £d|^ Ra- 
veniiwood, for whom I have addressedjtfae 
billet in your lordship's hand, has abilsed 
^e^hQspitality.ofJhis .family,. aodvSir^WU- 
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llam Ash ton's soilness of temper, iu order 
to seduce a young person into eng^ge^ 
ments without her parents' consent, and of 
which, they never xan approve/* • 

Both gentlemen answered at once,-**- 
^ My kinsman is incapable"— —--said th^ 
Lord Marquis. 

** I am confident that my daughter 
Luqr is^ still more incapable" .. s aid the 
Lord Keeper* 

Lady Ashton at once interrupted^ and 
jephed tp them bothf^*' My Lord Mar- 
quis, your kinsmaUt if Mr Ravenswood h^ 
the honour ^o be so, has made this attempt 
privately to secure the. affections of thif» 
young and inexperienced girU— Sir Wil- 
liain Ashton^ your daughter has been simr 
pie enough to give more enjCOuragemen(; 
than she ought to have done to so very 
improper a suitor." 

*^ And I think, madam," said the Lord 
Keeper, losing his accustomed temper an^ 
patience, " tha^ if you had nothing better 
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to teU US| you had better bare kf pt ihb 
ftmUy secret to yourself aUd.'* 

•• You M^ill pardon me, Sir William,'* 
said the lady, calmly { *^ the noble Mar* 
quia has a right to know the cause of the 
treatment I have found it necessary to use 
to a gentleman whom he caUs bis bloods 

relation^' 

«• It is, a cause,'^ muttered the Lord 
Keeper, << which has emerged since the et 
feet has taken place j for, if it exists at all, 
I am sure she knew nothing of it whes 
)ier letter to Ravenswood was wrHten*** 

^f It is the first time jthat I have heard 
of this," said the Marquis ; *< but since 
your ladyship has tabled a subject so deli- 
eate, permit me to say, that my kinsniaii's 
birth and connections entitled him to t 
patient hearing, and, at least, a civH refo- 
pal, even in case of his being so ambitious 
as to raise his eyes to the daughter of Sir 
William Ashton.** 

^ You will«rec0llect» my lord, of what 



THB ARIDX OF LAMMEBVOOB. 811 

blood Miss Lucy A^htoit is comls bj the 
mother's side," said the lady. 

'* I do reaiembcfr your descent-^^om a 
younger branch of the house of Angus,'' said 
the Marquis*— << and your ladyshipi-^fbrgive 
me, lady*— ^ught not to forget that the Ra^ 
venswoods have thrice intermarried with 
the main branch. Come, madam — I know 
how matters stand — old and long- fostered 
prejudices are difficult to get over— >Imakt 
every allowance for them — I Ought not^ 
Md I would not have suffered my kins« 
man to depart alone, expelled^ in a man* 
ner,. from this house — but I had hopes of 
being a mediator. I am still unvirilling t6 
leave you in anger — and shall not set for- 
ward till after noon, as I rejoin the Master 
of Ravens\90od upon the road a few miles 
from hence. Let us talk over this matter 
wore coiJIy.*' ^ 

*' It is ^ what I anxiously desire, my 
lord/' said Sir William Ashton^ eagerly. 

•*Lady Ashton, we will not permit my 
I<ord of A—— to leave us in displeasure* 
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We must compel hinl to tany dinner at 
the castle.'* 

« The castle;' said the lady, " and all 
that it contains, are at the command of 
the MarquiSy so long as he chuses to ho* 
nour it with his residence— but touching 
the farther discussion of this disagreeable 
topicf'-— » 

: <* Pardon me, good madam/' said the 
Marqiiis ; ^< but I cannot allow you to ex« 
press any hasty resolution oh a subject so 
ithpbrtant. I see that more company is a^ 
riving ^ and since I have the good fortune 
to renew my former acquaintance with 
Lady Ashton, I hope she will give me 
leave to avoid perilling what I prize so 
highly upon any disagreeable subject of 
discussion— at leasts till we have talked 
Over more agreeable topics." 

The lady smiled, courtsied, and gave 
her h&nd to the Marquis, by whom, with 
all the fbritial gallantry of the titne, which 
did not petmit the guest to tuck the lady 
of thi^ bojise dnd^ the arm, tts a rustic does 
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tis 



his sweetheart at a wake, she was ushered 
to the eating-room* 

Here they were joined by Bucklaw, 
Craigengelt, and other neighbours, whom 
the Lord Keeper had previously invited to 
meet the Marquis of A. i ■ > . ^ An apology, 
founded upon a slight indisposition, was 
alleged as^ an excuse for the absence of 
Miss Ash ton, whose seat appeared unoc- 
cupied. ' ^e entertainment was^ splendid 
to profusion, and was protracted till a late 
hour. 



•» 
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IX. 
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Yet tetterlikan mjne ofim ; 
lie thaxed his exife with his oute^ 

I^ banished forth done. 

t Will not attempt to describe the mil* 
ture of indignation and regret with which 
llavenswood left the seat which had be> 
longed to his ancestors* Tlie terms ta 
which Lady Ashton's billet was couched 
rendered it impossible for him, without 
being deficient in that spirit of which he 
perhaps had too much, to remain an in- 
stant longer within its walls. The Mar* 
iquis, who had his share in the affiront, wa% 
nevertheless, still willing to make some ef- 
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forts at conciliation. He therefore suflRered 
his kinsman to depart alone, making hioo 
promise, however, that he would wait for 
him at the small inn called the Tod's^hole, 
situated, as our readers may be pleased to 
recollect, half way faefcwixt Ravenswood 
Castle and WolTs Crag, and about five 
Scottish iniles distant from each* Hero 
the Marquis proposed to join tiie ICastet 
of Ravenswood) either that iMgbt or ^ 
next morning. His own feelings would 
have induced him to have left the castle 
directly, t>ut he was loth «o ferS^ with, 
out at least one eibrt, the advantages 
which he bad proposed from his viut fo 
^ Lord Keeper ^ add l^ Master of Ihu 
vensirood was, even in the very beat of 
his resentment, nnwillkig to fMeelose Mf 
thance of teoonciltation which might ariso 
mt of the partiality wbkb SKt William Ash- 
ton had shewn towards him, as well as tho 
intercessory arguments^ of bis noble kinsfi^ 
nan. He himself depatted wiiboiit a mo» 
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iQent's dday, farther than was necc^ssary ta^ 
piake this arrangement. 
-J At first be spurred his horse at a qaidc 
pace through an avenue of the park^ as if» 
>y riqpidity of motion, he could stupify the 
Confusion of ieelkigs with which he was 

* 

(fisailed* But as the road grew wilder aad 
9iofe sequestered, and when the^tneeshad 
i^idden the* turrets of the castle, . he gradu- 
^y slackened his pace, as if to indulge 
the painful reflections which be bad in 
vain ^i^eavoured to repress. The path in 
which h0 ibund hiinself led him to the 
Mermaiden's Fountain^ and to the cotta^ 
0f Alice ^: and the fatal influence which 
8iipei:stitious belief attached to the former 
lipott.as w^l as the admonitions which had 
been in vain atkred to hi«i by the inbiihit> 
Itnt of the . latter, forced themselves upon 
his memory* ^ Old saws Sf>eak truth," ^ he 
laid to himself; *^ and the Merm^en's 
Welt has ind^d witnessed^ the. last act of 
t%9imm «f tlie ham d lUveoimoQcl. — 
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Alice i^poke welly" he continued, <* and I 
am in tl^e si^aation which sl^ toretold-«^.or 
rather I am more deeply dishonoured*^ 
not the dependent and ally of the destroyer 
of my father's house, as the t>ld 4sy bit pre- 
saged^ but die dj^graded wretch, who has 
aspired to bold that subordinate characMri 
and has been rejected with disdain." 

We are bcmnd to tell the tale^ais we hare 
received it *; and, considering the distance 
of the time, and propaotsity of those-through 
whose mouths it lurs passed to the mairveU 
loiiB, this could not be called a Scottish story^ 
unless it manifested a tinge of Scottish su» 
perstitton. As Rkvenswood approached 
the solitary fountain, he is said to have met 
with the foUowing isingulaf adventure >— 
His horse, which was moving slowly for. 
ward, suddenly interrupted itis steady and 
composed pace^ snorted, reared,' said^ though 
urged by the spur, refused to proceed, as if 
some object of •terror had suddenly present- 
ed itself On loiokii^ to the fountain» Ra*. 

VOL. II. K 
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vmswood dtaceroed a &maJe figure dress- 
ed in a wbite> or rather gr^irit mantle^ 
placed on the very spot oa which Lucy 
Ashton had reclined while listening to the 
fatal tale of love. His immediate impres- 
8i(Hi was, that she had conjectured by which 
path he wouM traverse the park on his de- 
parturCy and i^aced herself* at this well- 
k»own and sequestered place of rendez* 
vous» to indulge her own sorrow and his 
in a partiog interview. In tfaia belief he 
jumped from his horse, and» making its 
bridle fast to a tree, walked hastily to- 
wards the fountain, pronpyncing eagerly, 
yet under his breath, the words, ** Miss 
Aahton i-^Lucy !" 

The figure turned as he addressed it, and 
displayed to his wondering eyes the fea- 
tures, niA ei Lucy Asbt<Ha, but of old bfind 
Alice. . The singularity of l^r dress, which 
rather tetembkd a shroud than the gan&eot 
of a living woman-~the appearance of her 
pocaon, ktrger, as it stiuck him, than it 



THE B&IBE Of LAMMEftHOOB. SIQ 

usually seemed to be«**-abo¥e all, the strange 
circumstance of a Uind, infirm, and decre- 
pit person being found at a distance from 
her hatntation, (considerable if her infirmi* 
ties be taken into account,) combined to 
impress him with a feeling of wonder ap* 
proaching to fear. As he approached, she 
arose from her seat, held her shrivelled 
band up as if to prevent his coming mwe 
Bear, and her withered lips moved fast^ 
altboiigh no- sound issued from them. Ba- 
venswood stopped ; and as, after a mo* 
ment's pause, he again advanced towards 
her, Alice, or her apparition, moved or 
glided backwards towards the thicket, still 
keeping h6r face turned towards htm. The 
trees soon hid the form from his sight; 
and, yielding to the strong and terrific im« 
pressioo tl>at tbe being which he bad g'een 
was not of this world, the Master of Ra- 
venswood remained rooted to the ground 
whereon he hahl stood when l>e caught his 
last view of ber. At length, summoning 
up bis eeurq^e, he advanced tq the i^t 
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on which the iSgune had seemed ta be seat* 
ed ; but neitber was there pressure of the 
grass, nor any other drcuoastance, to ih* 
diice him to believe that what he had seen 
wets real and substantial, 

'Foil of those strange thoughts and con- 
fused apprehensions which aw£(ke in tlie 
bi^sbm*of one who conceives he has wit- 
neiiscd some preternatural appearance, tiie 
Master of Ravenswood walked back to- 
wiirds his toi^e, frequently however look- 
ing b^ind him, not without appreliension^ 
a^ if expecting that, tlie vision would re- 
appear. But the apparitioni whether it was 
real» or whether it was the creation of a 
heated and agitated imagination! returned 
not ag^in ; and he found hid horse sweat- 
ing and terrified, as if expel'iencing that 
agony of fear, with which the presence of 
a supernatural being is supposed to agitate 
fthe brute creation. The Master mount- 
ed, and rode slowly forward, soothing Im 
horse fiY)m time to time, while the antoaal 
iseem^d internally to shrink and ahuddw. 
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as if expecting som^ new object of fear «l 
the opening of every gkde. The rider, 
after a moment's consideration, losolvcd 
to investigate the matter fnithien. *< Caa 
my eyes have deceived .me,'- he said, "and 
deceived me for such a space of time ?— « 
Or are this woman's infirmities but feigned , 
in order to excite compassion ? — ^And e^en 
then, her motion resembled not that of a 
living and existing person* Must I adopt 
the popular creed, and think that the ua* 
happy being haSt, formed a league mih the 
powers of darkness? — I am determined to 
be. resolved — 1 will not brook ianpoBkroo? 
even from my own eyes." 

In this UBcertainty he rode up ta the^ 
little wicket of Alice's garden. Her seat 
beneath the birch-tree was vacant^ thdngiju 
the day was pleasant^ and the safi was high«; 
He approached the hut, and Jieard from 
within the sobs and wailing of a female. 
No answer was returned when he knocked^ 
so that, after a moment's pause, he lifted 
the latch and entered. JU^was iadsed^ a; 
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lK>me of sdttude and sorrow. Stretched 
upon her miserable paUet lay tbe corpse of 
the last retainer of the house of RaveiHi- 
wood^ who still abode on their paternal 
dbmaiQS. Life had but shortly departed ; 
and the little girl by mhom she had been 
attended in Iier last momenta wMwnagmg 
her hands and sobbing, betwixt childish 
fear and sorrow, over the body of her. mh^ 
tress. 

The Master of Ravenswood had 9omt 
difficulty .to compose the terrors of the 
poor child, whom his unexpected appear* 
ance had at first rather appalled than <som* 
forted ; and when he succeeded, tbe first 
expression which the girl used intinutted 
tiiat ^* he had come top late.'' Upon en- 
quiring the meaning of this expression, 
he learned that the deceaseds upon the 
first attack of the mortal agony, had sent a 
peasant to the castle to beseech an inter* 
view of tbe Master of Ravenswood, and 
had expreased the utmost impatience for 
his return.. But the messengers of ^ the 
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poor are tardy and negHgcnt : the fellow 
had not reached the castle, as was after- 
wards learned, until Ravenswood had lefV 
it, and had then found too much amuse- 
ment among the retinue of the strangers to 
return in any haste to the cottage of Alice. 
Meantime her anxiety of mind seemed to 
increase with the agony of her body j and, 
to use the phrase of Babie, her only attend- 
ant, *• she prayed powerfully that she might 
see her master*s son once more, and renew 
her warning." She died just as the clock 
in the distant village tolled one ; and Ra- 
venswood remembered, with internal shud- 
dering, that be had heard the chime sound 
through the wood just before he had seen 
what he was now much disposed to consi- 
der as the spectre of the deceased. 

It was necessary, as well from his respect 
to the departed as in common humanity to 
her terrified attendant, that he should take 
some measures to relieve the girl from her 
distressing situation. The deceased, he 
understood, had expressed a desire to be 



buri^ in a solitaiy church-yfurd Qfsar the 
little inn of the Tod'sr»bQle,. called the Heiv 
mitage, or more commpniy Armitage» ia 
ivbich lay interred some of the Raveaswood 
family^ and many of their followers. Bap 
ven&wood conceived it his duty to gratify 
this predilection,, so commoqly! £bund I0 
exist among the Scottish peasantry, and 
dispatched Babie to the neighbouring viL 
lage to procure the assistance of some fe«- 
males,, assuring her tbat^ in the meanwhile^ 
h^ would himself remain with the dead 
body, which, as in Thessaly of old, it is 
accounted highly unfit to leave without a 

watch.. 

Thus, irk the course of a quarter of an 
hour, or little more, he found himself sit- 
ting, a solitary guard over the inanimate 
corse of lier,. whose dismissed spirit, unless 
liis eyes had strangely deceived him, had so 
shortly before manifested itself before hioi. 
Notwithstanding his natural courage, the 
Master was considerably affected by a con- 
currence of circumstances so extraordina* 
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ry» " She died expressing her eager dejwrp 
to see mew Can it be, then,** — was his na- 
tural course of reflection — •* can strong 
and earnest widies, formed doring the last 
agony of nature, survive its catastrophe* 
nmnount the a^ful bounds of the spiritual 
world, and place before us its inhabitants' 
in the hues and colouring of life? — And 
why. was that manifested to the eye which 
eoutd not unfold its tale to the ear ? — and 
whenelbre should a. breach be made in the 
kws of naturCi yet its purpose remain un- 
known ?^^Vain questionsi which only death, 
when it'shall make me like the pale and wi- 
thered, form before me^ can ever resoive.'' 

-He laid a ^ cloth, as he spoke,. over the 
lifeless .face,. upon whose features he^ felt 
uawiUing any longer to^ dwell. . He. then 
toolL his -place in an old carved oaken chair, 
offdamented with his own armorial bearings, . 
wiueh Alice rhad contrived to appropriate 
to her awn use in the^ pillage which, took 
p^ce among creditors,. officers, domestics^ 
Wd messengert of the law, when bis fathej;^ 

k2 
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left Raven8\irood Castle fw the last time. 
Thus seated^ he banished^ as much as he 
could^ the superstitious feelings wbidi the 
late incident naturally inspired. His cmn 
were sad enough, without the exaggera- 
tions of supernatural terror, since he found 
himself transferred from the situation of a 
successfiil lover of Lucy Ashton, and an 
honoured and respected friend of her &- 
ther, into the melancholy and solitary guar- 
dian of the abandoned and forsaken corpse 
of a common paupen 

He was relieved, however, from his sad 

office sooner than he could reasonably have 

expected, from the distance betwixt the hut 

of the deceased and the village, and the age 

and infirmities of three old women, who 

came from thence, in military phrase, to 

relieve guard upon the body of the defunct 

On any other occasion the speed of these 

reverend sybils would have been much 

more moderate, for the first was eighty 

years of age atid upwards, the second was 

paralytic, and the tUrd lame of a kg from 

some accident* But die burial duties ren- 
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dered to the deceased, are» to the Scottish 
peasant of either sex, a labour of love. 
I know not whether it is from the temper 
oi the people, grave and enthusiastic as it 
certainly is, or from the recollection of the 
ancient catholic opinions, when the funeral 
rites were always considered as a period of 
festival to the living ; but feasting, good 
cheer, and even inebriety, were, and are, 
the frequent accompaniments of a Scottish 
old-fashioned burial. What the funeral 
feast, or dirgie, as it is called, was to the 
men, the gloomy preparations of the dead 
body for the coiBn were to the women. To 
straight the contorted limbs upon a board . 
used for that melancholy purpose, to array ; 
the corpse in clean linen, and over that in 
its woollen shroud, were operations com^ 
mitted always to the old matrons of the viU 
lage, and in which they found a singular 
and gloomy delight. 

The old women paid the Master their ^ 
salutations with a ghastly smile, which re-, 
minded hioi of the mieetisg betwixt Mac*: 
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beth and the witches on the blasted heath 
of Forres. He gave them some mofiejr, 
and recommended to them the charge of 
the dead body of their contemporary, a^ 
office which they willingly undertook j inti- 
mating to him at the same time that be must 
leave the hut, in order t;hat they might be- 
gin their mournful duties. R^veDSWOpd 
readily agreed to depart, only tarryiBg to 
recommend to them due attention t;o thjs 
body, and to feceive information ;where he 
was to find the sextoOi or beadle, who bad 
in charge the deserted church-yard of the 
Armitage, in qrder to prepare matters for 
the reception of old Alice in the place of 
repose which she had selected for herself* 

** Ye'U no be pinched to find out Johnie 
Mortsheugh/' said the elder sybil, and still 
her withered cheek bore a grisly smile — 
'* he dwells near the Tod's-hole. an house 
of entertainment where there has been 
mony a blithe birling — ^for death and drink- 
graining are near neighbours to ane ani 
ther," 



Ki 
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* 

** Ay r and that** e'en true, cummer,?* 
said the lame hag, pFoppi4ig herself with a 
cratch wfadch supported"' the shortness of 
her left leg, *^ for I mind when' the father 
of this Master of Ravenswood that is now 
standing before us, stieked young Blacks- 
hall ' with his whinger^ for a wrang word 
said'ower their wine, or brandy, or what 
not-^he gaed in as light as a lark^ and he 
came out with his feet foremost* I was at 
tile wiiiding of the corpse ; and when the 
bluid was washed off, he was abonniebouk 
of man's body." 

It may be easily believ<*d' that this ilk 
timed sEtiecdote hastened the Master's puiw 
pofeeof quitting a company so evil-omened 
and- so odious. Yet, while walking to the 
tree to which his horse waS' tied, and busy- 
ing himself with adjusting the girths of the 
saddle, he could not avoid hearing, through 
the hedge of the little garden, a convers^^ 
tion respecting himself, betwixt the lame 
woman atid the octogenarian sybil. The 
pair had hobbled into the garden to gather 
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rosemary, southero.wood| rue» and other 
plants proper to be rtrewed upon the body, 
and burned by way of fooiigatjlon in the 
chimney of the cojttage. The paralytic 
wretch, almost exhausted by the journey, 
was left guard upon the corpse, lest witches 
or fiends might f^y their sport with it. 

The following low croaking dialogue was 
necessarily overheard by the Master of Ra^ 
venswood : --- <* That's a fresh and full* 
grown hemlock, Annie Winnie— *mony a 
cummer lang syne wad hae sought nae bet- 
ter horse to flee over hill and how, through 
mist and mootilight, and light doun in the 
King of France's cellar." 

"Ay, cummer! but the very de'il has 
Uirned as hard-hearted now as the Lord 
Keeper, and the grit folk that hae breasts 
like whin-stime. They prick us and they 
pine us, and they pit us on the pinny- 
winkles for witches; and, if I say my 
prayers backwards ten times ower, Satan 
will never gi'e me amends o' them.'* 

^* Did ye ever see the foul thkf f- asked 
her neighbour* 
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«« Na !** replied the other spokeswoman ; 
** but I trow I hae dreamed of him mony 
a time» and I think the day will ccmie 
they will burn me fofU But ne'er mind, 
cummer ! we hae this dollar of the Mas- 
ter's, and well send douu for bread and 
for aiU, and tobacco, and a drap brandy to 
bum, and a wee (udtle saft sugar-— and be 
there de'il, or nae d(^i}, lass, well hae a 
merry night o't.** 

Here h1er leathern chops uttered a sort 
of cackling ghastly laugh, resembling to a 
certain degree, the cry of the screech-owL 

" He is a frank man, and a free»handr 
ed man, the Master," said Annie Winnie, 
^ and a cmnely personage-^broad in the 
shouthers, and narrow around the lungies 
"---he wad mak a bonnie corpse— I wad 
like to hae the streaking and winding o' 
him.'* 

*^ It is written <»i bis brow, AsmB Win- 
nie,'' returned the octogenarian, her cooip- 
panion, << that hand of woman, or of man 
^ther, will never 8tni^ht.ht»«^ead-deal 
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will never be laid to bis back«-^make you' 
your market of that, for I bae it frae a sure 
hand." 

•* Will it be bis lot to die on the battle*^ 
ground then, Aiisie Gourlay ^^— Will he die 
by the sword or the baU, as his forbears 
bae dune before him moay ane o' thera ?^ 

** Ask nae mair questions about i&— iie'll 
no be graoed sae far,** replied the sage. 

*^ I ken ye are wiser than^ ither folk, 
Aiisie GourIay*-Bttt wka tellrdye this ?" 

<* Fashna your thumb about that, Aoi- 
me Winnie,'' answered the sybil-*-^ I ba« 
it frae a hand sure aneugh." 

<< But ye said ye never saw the foul 
thief," reiterated her inquisitive ^eompa* 
nion«« 

<' I hae it fraeas sure ti hand," said Ail* 
sie, ^' and from them, that spaed his^ fortune 
before the sark gaed ower bis head." * 

** Uarjc. ! I bear bis horse's feet riding . 
off^" said the i^er ; ^' they dinna sound as 
if good luck was wi* thero»" 

^ Mak haste, abes," ericd the . paraly tie 



i^from the cottage^ <5 and let us dp what 
is Beeijdfu', and say what, is fitting ^ foTf if 
the dead corpse binna stcaugbted, it will 
gim and thraw^ and that will. fear the be,st 
of us/' 

Ravenswpod was now out of heackig. 
He despised most of the ordinary preju- 
dices^ about witchci^afty^ omens^ and vaticlr 
nation^ to which^ his age and country still, 
gave sucbinjpUcit credit, that, to express 
a doubt of them, was accounted a. crime 
equal to the unbelief of Jews or Saracens^ 
beknew also that the prevailing belief con- 
cerning witches, operating upon the hypo- 
chondriac habits of those whonis age» infirt* 
mity, aad poverty rendered . liable to . sus* 
picion, and enforced by the fear of deaths, 
and the;, pangs of the most cruel tortures^ 
often extorted those confessions which en« 
cumber and disgrace tlie criminal record* 
of Scotland during the; seventeenth cen- 
tusy. But the vision of that; mkorning> 
whether real or imaginary, bad impressed 
his mind with a superstitious feeling which 



M4 TAIiM OF MY LJMMJOKB. 

he in vain endeavoured to shake offi The 
natnre of the business which awaited him 
at the little inn, called Tod's-hole, where 
he soon after arrived, was not of a kind to 
restore his spirits. 

It was necessary he should see MorU 
sheugh, the sexton of the old burial-ground 
at Armitage, to arrange matters for the fu- 
neral of Alice ; and as the man dwelt near 
the place of her late residence^ the Master, 
after a slight refreshment, walked towards 
the place where the body of Alice was 
to be deposited. It was situated in the 
nook formed by the eddying sweep of a 
stream, which issued from the adjoining 
hills. A rude cavern in an adjacent rock, 
which, in the interior, was cut into the 
shape of a cross, formed the hermitage, 
where some Saxon saint had in ancient 
times done penance, and given name to 
the place. The rich Abbey of Colding- 
faame had, in latter days, established a 
chapel in the neighbourhood, of which no 
vestige was now visible, though the church- 
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yard w^di wrfounded it» was 8tiU» as up^ 
on the present occasioq, used for the inter* 
ment of particular persons. One or two 
shattered yew-trees still grew withiu the 
precincts of that which had once been holy 
ground. Warriors and barons had been 
buried there of ohi, but their names wece 
forgotten, and their monuments demolish- 
ed. The only sepulchral memorials which 
remained, were the upright head-stones 
which mark the grave of persons of an in- 
ferior rank. The abode of the sexton was 
a solitary cottage adjacent to the ruined 
wall of the cemetery, but so low, and hal- 
ving its thatch, which nearly reached the 
ground, covered with such a crop of grass, 
fog, and house leeks, that it resembled an 
overgrown grave. On enquiry, however, 
Ravenswood found that the man of the 
last mattock was absent at a bridal, be- 
ing fiddler as well as grave- digger to the 
vicinity. He therefore retired to the little 
inn, leaving a message that early next 
morning he would again call for the per- 
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son, whose double occupation connected 
him at once with the house of mourning 
and the house c^ feasting* 

An outrider of the Marquis arrived at 
Tod's-hole shortly after, with . a message 
intimating that his^ master would join Ha* 
yenswood at that place on the foUowiRS' 
morning ; and the Master,, who would other- 
wise baVe proceeded to his old retreat at 
WoU's Crag, remained there accordingly^ 
to give the meeting to his noble kinsman* 
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CH/VPTER X. 

Hamlei. Has tills follow no feeling of iiis business — be singt 

at grave making. 
Hcratio, Custom hath made it in him a property df easiness. 
Handet. 'Tis e^en so, the hand of little employment hath the 
daintier sense. 

SHAKESP£AR£. 

The sleep of Ravenswood was brokeil 
by ghastly and agitating visions, and his 
waking intervals disturbed by melancholy 
reflections on the past, and painful antici- 
pations of the future. He was perhaps the 
only traveller who ever slept in that miser- 
able kennel without complaining of his 
lodgings, or feeling inconveniences from 
their deficiencies. It is when " the mind 
is free the body's delicate.'* Morning, 
however, found the Master an early riser, 
in hopes that the fresh air of the dawn 
might afibrd the refreshment which night 
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had refused him. He took his way to- 
wards the solitary burial-ground^ which lay 
about half a mile from the inn. 

The thin blue smoke, which already be- 
gan to curl upward, and to distinguish the 
cottage of. the living from the habitation 
of the dead, apprized him that its inmi^ 
had returned and was stirring. According- 
]y, on entering the little church.yard, he 
saw the old man labouring in a half-made 
grave. My destiny, thought Ravenswood, 
seems to lead me to scenes of fate and of 
death ; but these are childish thoughts, and 
they shall not master me. I will not again 
suffer my imagination to beguile my senses. 
—The old man rested on his spade as the 
Master approached him, as if to receive 
his commands, apd as be did not immedi- 
ately speak, the sexton opened the discourse 
in his own way. 

^^ Ye will be a wedding Customer, sir, Pse 
warrant." 

«< What makes you think so, friend ?'* re- 
plied the Master* 
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^ I live by twa trade8» sir/' replied' the 
bly tbe old man ; f^ fiddle, sir, and apade $ 
filling the world, and emptying of it } and 
I siild ken baith cast of customers by head^ 
mark in tbirty years practice/' \ 

*^ You are mistaken, however, this mora* 
ing," replied Ravenswood. 

<< Am I ?" said the old man, looking 
keenly at him, << troth and it may be ; 
since, for as brent as your brow is, there is 
something sitting upon it this day, that is as 
near akin to death as to wedlock. Weel, 
weel, the pick and shovel are as ready to 
your order as bow and fiddle." 

•• I wish you," said Ravenswood, " to 
look after the decent interment of an old 
woman, Alice Gray, who lived at the Craig^ 
foot in Ravenswood Park." 

** Alice Gray ! blind Alice !" said the 
sexton ; ** and is she gane at last ? thafs 
another jow of the bell to bid me be ready. I 
mind when Habbie Gray brought her down 
to this land ; a likely lass she was thep, and 
looked ower her southland nose at us a% I 
2 
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trow her pride got a downcome. And is 
rfie e'en gane ?'' 

•* She died yesterday^" said Ravenswood ; 
*^and desired to be buried here, beside her 
husband ; yoii will know where he lies, no 
doubt." 

•< Ken where he lies ?" answered the sex- 
ton, with national indirection of response, 
*! I ken where a' body liefs, that lies here. 
But ye were speaking o* her grave ? — Lord 
help us— it's no an ordinar grave that will 
haud her in, if a*s true that folks said of 
Alice in her auld days ; and if I gae to six 
feet deep, and a warlock's grave shouldna 
be an inch mair ebb, or he^ ain wit6h 
cummers would soon whirl her oiit of her 
shroud for a' their auld acquaintance— and 
be't six feet, or be*t three, wha*s to pay 
the making o't, I pray ye ?" 

' " I will pay that, my friend, and all 
other reasonable charges*" 

*« Reasonable charges ?" said the sexton; 
<< otiy there's ground-mail, and bell-siller. 
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(though th« beirs broken nae doubt) and 
the kist, and my day's wark, and my bit fee, 
and some brandy and aill to the drigie-— I am. 
no thinking that you can inter her, to caV 
decently, under saxteen pund Scots.** 

*' There is the money, my friend,** said 
Ravenswood, *< and something oven Be 
sure you know the grave/* 

<* Ye*ll be ane o* her English relations, 
Tse warrant,** said the hoary man of skulls ; 
** I hae heard she married far below her 
station ; it was very right to let her bite 
dii the bridle when stie wais living, and 
its very right to gie her a decent burial 
now she's dead, for that's a matter o* credit 
to yourseli rather than to her. Folk may 
let their kindred shift for themselis when 
they are alive, and can bear the burthen of 
their ain misdoings ; bcrt it is an unnatural 
thing to let them b^ buried like dogs, when 
a' the discredit gangs to the kindred-^ 
what kens the dead corse about it ?" 

♦' You would not have people neglect 
their relations on a bridal occasion neither/* 

VOL. II. L 
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told Ravenswood^ who wtis amused with 
the professional limitation of ^the gravQ-dig« 
ger's philanthropy. 

' The old mani cast up his sharp grey eyes 
with a shrewd smile, as if he understood 
the jefct, but instantly continued with his 
^mer gravity,— •^^ Bridals— wha wad ne- 
glect bridals thatbad onyi^gard for [denish- 
jug th(& earth? To be sures; they suld^be 
celebrated with all manner of good cheer, 
«nd meMitig of friends, and musical instru- 
nents, harp, fiackbut^ and psaltery $ or 
gude fiddle and pipes, when these auld- 
l¥aiMi instruments of melody are hard to 
be compassed.'* 

<^ The presence of the fiddle^. I dare say," 
replied fiavenswood, <* would,atone for the 
-absence of all the others.*' 

The sexton again looked sharply up at 
faim, as he answered, ^^ Nae doubt — nae 
doubt — if it were weel played j — ^but yon- 
der," he said, as if to change the discourse, 
<< is Halbert Gray's lang hame, that ye 
were speering after, just the third bourock 
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beyond the muckletbrough-stonethatstainds 
on sax legs yondert abune some ane of the 
Bavenswoodd ; for there is mooy of thar 
km and followers here^ de'il lift them! 
though it isna just their main burial-place.'' 

^< They are no favourites then of youra 
tiiese Ravenswoods," said the Maatei*, not 
much pleased wtlii the passidg benediction 
which was thus bestowed on his famiLy ^nd 
naide* 

<^I ken na wlm should iavour theny/' 
said the grave^iiggpri ^^f when they had 
lands and power^ they were ill guides of 
them baith, and now tbc^ir head'a dowi^ 
there's few care how lang th^ may^ be i^ 
lifting it agahu" 

^v Indeed !" said Ravenswood, ^^ I never 
heard that this unlutppy family deserved 
ill-will at the hands of iheir country. I 
grant thehr poverty— 'if « that renders theod 
eonteteptiUe." 

^^ It will gang a far way till't^" said the sex* 
ton ofHennkage, <^ye maytak my word for 
that-^at leasts I hen naetbing else that suld 
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mak myself contemptible, and folk are far 
frae respecting me as they wad do if I lived 
in a twa-lofted sciated house. But as for 
!the Ravenswoods» I hae seen three gene- 
rations of them, and dell ane to mend 
either." 

^* I thought they had enjoyed a fair 
efaaracter m the country," said their des^ 
cendant* 

♦• Character ! Ou ye see, sir,'* satd the 
Sexton, ^ as for the auld giide«sire.body of 
a lord, I lived on bis land when I was a 
swanking young chield, and could hae 
blawn the trumpet wi' ony body, for I had 
'wind enevgh then— ^andtooching this trum- 
peter Marine that I have heard play afore 
the Lords Of the Circuity I wad hae made 
taae mair o' him than of a bairn and a 
ba^vbee whistle^I defy him tO' hae piay'd 
* Boot and saddle,' ox * Hotse and away/ 
or * Gallants, come trot,' with me'-^he has 
na the tones." 

** But what is all this to old Lord Ravens- 
wood, my friend P' said the Master, who. 
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with an anxi^y not unnatural in his dr- 
eumstanoes» was desirous of proseouting the 
musician's first topic«—<^ What had his me- 
mory to do with the degeneracy of the 
trumpet nrasic ?" 

^*Ju9t this, sir," answered the sexton^ 
^f that I lost my wind in his service* Ye 
see I was trumpeter at the castle, and had 
allowance for blawing at break of day, and 
at dinner- timC) and other whiles when there 
was company about^ and it pleased my lord j 
and when he raised his milttta to caper 
awa' to Bothwell Brigg against the wrang* 
headed wastland whigs» I behoved^ reason 
or Dane, to mant a horse and caper awa wi' 
them." 

» /* And very reasonable* '^ said Rciv^ns* 
wood ; '^ you were his servant and vassal." 
. .** Servitor, say ye?" replied the sexton, 
^ and so I was-*4)ut it was to blaw folk to 
their warm dinner^ or at the warst toa decent 
kirk*yard, and no to skirl them awa' to a 
bluidy brae si^e^where there wa$ de'il a bed^ 
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nl fottt the hooded'Cmw* But bideje^^ 
ye shall hear yfhBt €ftm d^, isad^ hair fur d 
atn bund to' be' bedesman tor the SaveiMk 
#oodi9r.-i-Tft^t9 yce see, wefae*dtoa a: hmm 
simmer morning, twenty-fomtit of Jqdi^ 
saxteen hundred and se'enty-mnfe, of a' the 
days of the Hitfnth und year»«-Hlrtun8 besit*^ 
guns rattled—horses kicked and tratDf^edb 
Hiicki»touB df Rathilbtt -keefst Aie brigg 
wi' musket and carabine and pike, swofdaad 
scy tbefor what 1 ken, and we horsemeo were 
ordered down to cros» at the ford,— -I bate 
ftfrds at a* times, let i^e when there's th<m> 
sandsofarmedmaiontheoiberside. There 
was auld Ravenswood brandtshing his A»» 
drew Ferrara at the head, and crying to us 
to come and buckle to, as if we had been 
gaunto a fa]r,-^there was Caleb Balderstcm^ 
that is living yet, fl»>uiishing in the rear, and 
swearing Gog and Magog, he would put 
steel through the guts of ony man that turii- 
ed bridle,-«there was young Allan Ravens- 
wood, that was then Master, wi' a bended 
pistol in his hand,— it was a mercy it gaed 



na aff» — crying to me, that had sc^oe as 
much wind left as serve the.necessary pur* 
pose of my ain loRgs^ *^ Sounds you pol^ 
tMonl sounds you damned cowardly villain» 
or 1 wili blow your brains out !v and, to be 
sure,. I blew sic points of war, that the 
aeraagh of a clookmhen was music ta 
them/* 

<' Well, sir, cut all this shorty'' said Ra- 
venswood- 

«« Short !^--«I had been like to be cut 
short- mysdU in the dqwer of iQy youths 
as sciipture says J and that's the very thing- 
that I a>mpieen o*. — Weel ! in to the water 
WM behoved a^ to splash, heels ower head^ 
ait or fa'^-^-ae hor^ driving on anitber, 
as is the way of brute beasts, and riders 
that hae as little sensey:^the very bushes 
on the ither side were ableeze, wi^ the 
flasiiesof the whig guns; and my horse had 
just taen the grand, .when a cblackavised 
-westland carle^p—1 wad mind the face o' htm 
a hundred years yet,— ^n ee like a wild 
faicon\ and a:beard as broad as my shovel, 
clapped the end o' his langljlack gun with- 
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in a quarters length of my lug i*— by the 
grace of Mercyt the horse swarved roundt 
and I fell i^ it the tae side as the ball 
whistled bye at the tither^and diefeU acdd 
lord took the whig such a swauk wi' his 
broadsword that be made twa pieces o' his 
head^ and down fell the lurdane wi' a' his 
bowk abune me.*' 

<< You were rather obliged to the old 
lord, I think," said Ravenswood. 

<< Was I? my sartie! first for bringing 
me into jeopardy^ would I noald J-«-and 
then for whomling a chield on the tap <tf 
me, that dang the very wind out of my 
body — I hae been short-breathed ever 
since, and canna gang twenty yards with- 
out peghing like a miller's aiver.^ 

"You lost then your place as trumpet- 
er," said Ravenswood." 

" Lost it— to be sure I lost it," replied 
the sexton, " for I couldna have plaid 
pew upon a dry humlock ;— *but I might hae 
dune weel eneugh, for I keepit the wage 
and the free house, and Uttle to do but 
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play bn the fiddle to thes), but for thts^ AU 
Ian Lore] Ravenswood, that's far waur thaa 
ever bis father was." 

«« What,'' said the Master, " did ray fa- 
ther— I mean did bis father's son — this last 
Lord Ravenswoodf deprive you of what the 
bounty of his father allowed you ?" 

** Ay, troth did he,** answered the olcj 
man ; << for be loot bis affairs gang to the 
dogs, and let in this Sir William Ashton on 
us, that will gi'e naetbing for naething, and 
just removed me and a' the puir creatures 
tiiat had bite and soup at the castle, and a 
hole 1;o put our beads in, when things were 
in the auld way." 5 

*« If Lord Ravenswood protected bis - 
people, my friend, while he had the means 
of doing so, I think they might spare his 
memory," replied Ravenswood. 

" Ye iare welcome to your ain opinioa^ 
sir," said the sexton ; " but ye winna per- 
suade me that he did his duty, either to 
himsel or to buz poor dependent creatures, 
in guiding us the gate he has done^rhe 

L 2 
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might hae gi'en tm life rent tacks of our 
bits o^ houses and yards—and roe, thatfs'iol 
auld man, living in yon miserable cabiOi 
that's fitter for the dead than the qaick» 
and killed wi' rheulnatise, and John Smith 
in my dainty bit mailing, and his window 
glazen, and a* because Ravenswood guided 
his gear like a fule.*^ 

<* It is but too true,** said Ravenswood, 
Conscience- struck i ^* the penalties of ek- 
travagance extend far beyond the prodi- 
gal's own suflferingis*" 

^ However,** said the sextcm^^* thirvoung 
man Edgar is like to avenge my wraiigs cm 
the haill of his kindred.'* 

<< Indeed," said Ravenswood | << why 
should you suppose so ?^ 

«^ They say he is about to marry the 
daughter of Leddy Ashton; and let her 
leddysbip get his head ance under her ox- 
ter, and see you if she winiia gi'e his nieek 
a thraw. Sorra a bit if I wae him— -Let 
her alane for handing a' thing in het water 
that draws near her — sae the wacst msh I 
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sball wish the lad is^ that he may take hi9 
ain creditable gate o% and ally himsel wi' 
bid father's enemies^ that have taken hia 
hros^ lands and my bonnie kail-yard from 
tthe lawful owaers thereof." 
. Cervantes., acutely remarks, that] flattery 
ifi f]deasttng even from the mouth of a mad- 
roan } and censure, as well as praise, ofteii 
ttfects us^ while we desjHse the opinions 
and' motives on which it is founded and 
es^itf^sed. Aavenswood, abruptly reite- 
rating his command that Alice'^ funeral 
ahouid be attended to, flung away from 
ihe sexton, uiKierthe painful impression 
that the great,- as well as the small vulgar, 
would think of his engagement with Lucy 
like this ignorant and selfish peasant.- 

^< And I have stooped to subject myself 
to these cakiamie^ smd am rejected not- 
withstanding. Lucy, your faith must be 
true, and perfect as the diamond, to com- 
pensate for the dishonour which men's 
opinions^ and the conduct of your mother^ 
attach to the heir of Ravenswood.-' 
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As he raised his eyes, he beheld the 

Marquis of A , who, havibg arrived at 

the Tpd's-ho]e» had walked forth to look 
for his kinsman. 

After mutual greetings, he made some 
apology to the Master for not coming for- 
ward on the preceding evening. " It was 
his wish," he said, <^ to have done so, but 
he had come to tlie knowledge of some 
matters which induced him to delay, bis 
purpose. I find," he said, <* there has b^en 
a love affair here, kinsman ; and though I 
might blame you for Yiot having commuot* 
cated with me, as being in some degree 
the chief of your family" ^ 

<* With your lordship's permission," said 
ilavenswoqd, << I am deeply grateful for 
the interest you are pleased to take in tne 
— but / am the chief and head of my fa» 
niily." / 

*« I know it — I know it," said the Man 
quis ; <* in a strict heraldic and genealo* 
gical sense, you certainly are so-^wbat I 
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mean is, that being in some measure un^ 
der my giiardianship^-i-— - 

*«' I must take the liberty to say, my 
lord," answered Ravenswood — and the tone 
ill tvhich he interrupted the Marquis bo- 
ded no long duration to the friendship of 
the noble relatives, when he himself was 
fortunately interrupted by the little sex- 
ton, who came puffing after them, to ask 
if their honours would chuse music at the 
change-house to make up for short cheer. 

«* We want no riiusic," said the Master, 
abruptly, 

♦* YoUr honour disna ken what ye'rei 
refusing, then," said the fiddler, with the 
impertinent freedom of his profession. *^ I 
caIip^ay, ' Will't thou do't again,' and * the 
AuM Man's dear's Dead,' sax times better 
than ever Pattie Birnie, I'll get my fiddfe 
in the turning of a coffin-screw." 

** Take yourself away, sir,** said the 
Marqar^. 

"And if your honour be a^north-coun- 
try gentlemim," said the persevering mtn-' 
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ttreU " whilk I wad judge from your 
tongue, 1 can play, * Liggeran^ Cosh,' and 
• MuUin Dhu,' and < the Cummers of 
Athole/.'' 

«« Take yourself away, friend ; you in- 
terrupt our conversation.'* 

«* Or if, under your honour's favour, ye 
should happen to be a thought honest, I 
can play^ (this in- a low and confidential 
tone,) ^ KilUecrankie,* and * the King shall 
hae his ain,' and * the Auld Stuarts back 
again,'— -and the wife at the change-house 
is a decent discreet body, neither kens nor 
cares what toasts are drunken, and what 
tunes are played in her house— she's deaf 
to a' thing but the clink o' the siller." 

The Marquis, who was sometimes sus- 
pected of jacobitism, could not help laugh* 
ing as he threw the fellow a dollar^ and 
bid him go play to the servants if he had a 
mind, and leave them at peace. 

•• Aweel, gentlemen," said he, "I am 
wishing your honours gude day— -I'U be a' 
the better of the dollar, anil ye'U be the 
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waur of wanting the music, Pse tell 
But Tse gang hame^ and finish the grave 
in the tuning o' a fiddle strings and then 
get my bread-winner, and awa' to your t'olk» 
and see if they hae better lugs than their 
masters." 



2A6 TALES OF MT t ANDLOllf^. 



CHAPTER XL 

True love^ an' tfaoa be true. 

Thou has ane kittle part to plaj ; 
For fortune, fashion, fancy, and thou^ 

Maun strive fbr many a day. 

» 

I've kenn'd by mony a Mend's tale. 
Far better by this heart of mine. 

What time and change of &ncy avail 
A true love-knot to untwine. 

Hendebsouk. 

• 

*^ I WISHED to tell you, my good kins- 
man,*' said the Marquis, ** now that we are 
quit of this impertinent fiddler, that I had 
tried to discuss this love affair of yoiirs with 
Sir William Ash ton's daughter. I never 
saw the young lady, but for a few minutes 
to-day } so, being a stranger to her per- 
sonal merits, I pay a compliment to you, 
and offer her no ofience» in saying you 
might do better." 

10 
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*< My lord, I am much indebted for the 
interest you have taken in my afl&irs/' said 
Ravenswood. ^ I did not intend to have 
troubled you in any matter ccmceming 
Miss Ashton. As my engagement with^ 
that young lady has reached your lordship, 
I can only say, that you must necessarily 
suppose that I was aware of the objections, 
to my marrying into her father's family, 
and of course must have been completely: 
satisfied with the reasons by which these 
objecUoits are over-balanced, since I have 
proceeded so far in the matter.'' 

«< Nay, Master, if you had heard me out,'* 
said his noble relation, *< you might have 
spared that observation i for, without ques- 
tioning that you had reasons which seemed, 
to you to counterbalance every other ob^ 
stacle, I set myself, by every means that, it 
became tne to use towards the Ashtims, to 
persuade them to meet your views." 

** I am oUiged to your lordship for yoor. 
unsolicited intercession,'' said Ravenswood^ 
^* especially as I am sure your lordship would 
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never carry it beyibndthe bounds which it 
became m^lp^use^f^' -* • 

. r *• Of thart,;* said > the Marquis^*^* you iBay 
Ife cmMtnt y I myseiiSfelfethie^dl&lteacy^^f 
die natter too mtich to piaoe a geDtlecnaii 
nearly connected wkh ay house ki ft de* 
g^ding or dubioos^ sitoation wkh these 
Asfatons. But I pointed out aU *the -advftB>» 
tages of llieir marrying theii^<taugN^ into 
a house so honourable, and so nearly t^m^ 
ttA widi the first in Scotland ; I expidined 
the exact degree o£ relationship in which 
tile Ravenswoods stand to ouiBeWtos $ and 
I even hinted . tow political matters were 
Iflie to tUTDiy and what cards would be 
tramps next parliament* I said I regarded 
ycHi as a son^-or anephew^or so^^ather 
dum as a more distant relation ;f add that 
I laade-jrour affiur entirely my Owd;*' * - 

'^< And what was the issue of your 'lord- 
ship's exphmatiott f* said iUvmswood« in 
aone doubt whether he should raeent or 
expoess.gmtitude^.fttf hie tDterferettoe. 

<< Wby» the Lord Keeper would have 
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listened to reaaon/' aaid the Marquis ; ^^ he 
is ratlmr unwiiMng to leav« Im j^ce^ whiobt 
io the preMQt view 'of a iAtrngCf nliist viuk ; 
aiid^ to ny tratfa, he seeoied to have a Mkiog^ 
for fOBi and to be seottMe of the general 
advantages to be attained by such a match» 
But his lady, who is tongue of the trump, 
Ma8tor/*<~— 

f ' Whs* of Lady Ashton, my lord ?" said 
ili^venswood } m let me know the issue of 
this extraordinary conference-^l can beac 
it;' 

/< I am glad oi that, kinsman/' said' the« 
Marquiiii <« for 1 am ashamed to tell yoii 
half what she said. It is enough— •her mind 
is made up— -and the mistress d a first-rate 
boarding-school could not have rejected 
^th more haughty indifference the suii of 
a haif.pay Irish officer, beseeching permis-r 
sion to wait upon the heiress of a West hi« 
dia planter, than Lady Ashton spurned:^ 
^ery proposal of meditttion which' it could 
at ail become me to ofier m behalf of vmu 
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my ggood kittsmm^ I cannot guess wkt 
pbp means. A more hoiioiinble connec- 
tion she. could not foan, that's certain. Ai 
for money an4 land, that used to he her 
husband's business rather than ben^i I 
really think she hates you for faaiang the 
birth that her husband wants, and perhaps 
for wanting the lands that her goodmafi 
lias. But I should only vex you. to say 
mme about it—l^re we are at the cbaoge- 
house." 

The Master of Ravenswood paused as he 
entered the cottage^ which reeked through 
all its crevices, and they were not few, from 
the exertions of the Marquis's travelling- 
cooks to supply good cheer, and spread, is 
it were, a table in the wildttness* 
' << My Lord Marquis," said Ravenswood, 
<* I already mentioned that accident hi5 
put your lordsdiip in possession of a secieti 
which, with my consent, shoukl have re* 
mained <me even to you, my kansman, fcf 
some time. 3ince the secret was to part 
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from my own custody^ and that of the only 
person besides who was interested in it, I 
am not sorry it shouU have reached your 
lordship^s ears^ as being fully aware that 
you are my tioble kinsman and friend." 

'< You may believe it is safely lodged 
witb me^ Master of Ravenswood," said the 
Marquis ; <* but I should like well to hear 
you say» .that you renouBoed the idea of an 
alliance, which you can hardly pursue with* 
out a certain degree of degradation." 

*^ Of that, my lord, I shall judge," an- 
33y^«d. Ravenswopd-—-^ and I. hope with 
delicacy as. sensitive 4s any of my.frtends. 
But J have no engagement with Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Ashton. It is with Miss 
Ashton alone that I have entered upon the 
aufagect, and my condoetr in the mattar shall 
be entirely ruled by. her's. If she conti« 
^aues to prefer me* in my poverty to the 
wealthier suitors whom her friends recom^ 
mepd, . I; n^ay well make seme sacrifice to 
her sincere a£Ssction-^I may well rarrender 



SKM TALBS OW MY LAJHUhORDm 

to her the less taogifole and less palpable ad- 
vantage of birth, and tbe deep-rooted pre- 
judices of family hatred* If Miss Lucj 
^htbn should change her mind on a sub- 
ject of sueh delieaey, I trust my friends 
will be silent oti my disappointaienty and 
I shall ktlow how to make my enemies so/ 
^ Spoke like a gallant young nobleoaao/ 
said the Marquis ; ^ for my part I have tikit 
tegutd for yoO) tliat I shodld be sofrry the 
thing weot on. This 'Sir WilKaiti Asliton 
was a pretty enough p^tty^fdgging kind of a 
lawyer twenty years ago^ and betwixt bat- 
tting^atthe bar^ and leading in eonttmttees 
«£ Pariiamcnt, he has got weU on^^he 
DAien matter lent hSm a Kft» for he had 
gtbd snteUigence and sMnd idews, and 
add out in 4ime~*bttt the best wwk is bad 
out of him. No Scotch government will 
take hiaii at his own, or rather his wife's 
extvavagant valuation ; and betwixt his in- 
deeision and her insolence, froin dll I can 
guess, he will outsit his market, and be had 
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cheiip when no oae will bid for lum. I say 

jtio4bipg of Miss Ashton ; but I assure you, 

^ connection with. her father will be neitiier 

useful nor ornaipental, beyond that part of 

your fiiaher's fi^oils which faeimay be prevail- 

3ed. upon to 4i8gorge by way of tocher-good 

«--and take aiy word for it^ you will get 

mote if you have spirit to bell the cat with 

l}im in the Scots Parliament— <Atid I will.be 

the man, cousin,". cootioued his lordahip^ 

^. will course the iox for yoti, and make 

}mn rue the day tl|at ever he refused a cooi** 

p9^tfpa too hoooiiirable. for. hiott end pro* 

posed by me on the behalf , of a .kiosmam*' 

'J3^exe "was somethiiig in all tbia that, at 

it were, overshot t|^ mark* iUvenawood 

could not disguise ftxna. himself tbat. . his 

noble kinsman had more reasons for bdling 

offence a|; the reception of his suit, thaare* 

garded his interest and honour, yet heooaU 

neither complain nor be surprised that.it 

should be so« He contented himself thef e« 

fore with repeating, that his attachment 

was to Miss A^ton personally } that he de- 
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sired neither wealth nor aggrandr^ement 
from her father's means and influence^ and 
that nothing should prevent his keeping his 
engagement, excepting her own express de- 
sire that it should be relinquished — and he 
requested as a favour that the matter might 
be no more mentioned betwixt them at 
present, assuring the Marquis of A—— 
that he should be bis confident in its pro- 
gress or its interruption. 
■ The Marquis soon had niore agreeable, 
us well as more interesting subjects on 
which to converse. A foot-post, who had 
followed him from Edinburgh to Ravens- 
wood Castle, and had traced his steps to the 
Tod's-hole, brought them a packet laded 
with good news. The political calculations 
o£ the Marquis had proved just, both in 
London and at Edinburgh, and he saw 
almost within his grasp, the pre*eminence 
fi)r which he had panted. — The refresh- 
ments which the servants had prepared 
were now put on the table, and an efpicure 
would perhaps have enjoyed them with ad- 
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ditknEUil KCJity frooL tbe contrast which such 
fare afforded to the Qusa;abLe cabin iq 
irbtch it Wa» served up. 
. The turn pf conyersaf iqfi corresponded 
with and added to; the social feelings c^ 
the company. The Marquis expanded with 
pleasure on the power which probable in- 
cidents were like to ass^n to him, and on 
tbe use^ which he hoped to make of it in 
serving his kinsman Eavenswood* Ravens- 
wood could but repeat the gratitude which 
iie r^ly feltt even wh^n he coQsidered the 
topic 9S too long dwelt upon. . The wine 
was excellentt notwithstanding its having 
lw$s« brcHight in a runlet from £4inbu%^ ; 
and the habits of the Marquis» whesi en« 
gi^ed with such good cheer^. were some- 
what sedentary* And so it fell out that 
^f^€^ delayed their jourpey two hows later 

" But what of that,* my good young 

&iend?" said the Marquis.^ ^' your castle of 

WolTs Crag is but at five or six miles d|s- 

ance» and wjh afford the same hospitality 
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to your kinsman of A-^—^;'ih&t ft gtve to 
this same Sir Wiftiam Ashton.*^ " 

" Sir William took the tadtte br stotrtf 
said Ravehswood, ^ and, like tnady li ^e- 
tor, had tittle reasbii Ho congratttUte Mn- 
self on his conquest.** / - > -,:\ 

'« Well, well 1^ said Lord A— *j =wbi»c 
dignity was something- relaxed by the wine 
Tie had drunk,-^" I seeimust'brfbeyotf to 
harbour me— come, pledjg'e tne in a foutti- 
pef health to the last young ladjr^that slept 
at Wolfs €rag, and Hk^d her quarters.— 
My bones are not so lender as hert;; kttd I 
am resolved to occupy her apartmetit to- 
night, that! may judge how'hard1*ie cbuoh 
is that love can soften," 

•* Your lordship may chtise what penance 
you please,** said Ravens wood ; *• btit ('in- 
sure you, I should expect my dH seiraot 
to hang himselfi or throw hiittself frbm tbe 
battlements, should your lordship Vi»t him 
so unexpectedly — I do assure you, we are 
totally and literally unprovided?* • 

Bat his declaration only bifdn^ht from his 



imM^ pitrap an assurance, of hU own total 
indifference as to i^very species of accom- 
naodationi and bis determination po see the 
,t4>w^9f WolT^ Crag. His ancestor^ he said, 
Jb«d beea feasted tiiere, when -he went for- 
ward with the then ILidrd <Ravenswood to 
the fatal battle of Flodden, in which they 
both fell* Thus bard presided* the Master 
ofiered.to ride forward/to get matters put 
in such preparation^ as time and circum- 
stances admitted ; ^ut the Marquis pro- 
.tested, his kinsman must aSbrd him his 
company, and would only consent that an 
avant-courier should c^rry to the destined 
Seneschal^ Caleb Balder^tone, the unex- 
pected news of this invasion* 

The Master: of Ravenswood soon after 
jacQompanied the Marquis in his carriage, 
as the latter had proposed ; and when they 
^became better acquainted ip the progress of 
the journey» his noble relation explained the 
very liberal views which he entertained tor 
his relation's preferment^ in case of the suc- 
cess of his own political schemes. They re^ 
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lated to a secret, and highly important com- 
mission beyond sea,.which could only be en- 
trusted to a person of rank^ talent^ and per- 
fect confidence, and which, as it required 
great trust and reliance on the envoy em- 
ployed, could not but prove both honour- 
able and advantageous to him. We need 
not enter into the nature and purpose of 
this commission, farther than to acquaint 
our readers that the charge was in prospect 
highly acceptable to the Master of Ravens- 
wood, who hailed with pleasure the hope 
of emerging from his present state of indi- 
gence and inaction, into independence and 
honourable exertion. 

While he listened thus eagerly to the de- 
tails with which the Marquis now thought 
it necessary to entrust him, the messenger 
who had been dispatched to the Tower of 
Wolf's Crag, returned with Caleb Balder« 
stone's humble duty, and an assurance, 
that ** a' should be in seemly order, sic as 
the hurry of time permitted, to receive 
Iheir lordships as it behqved*" 
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Kavenswood was too well accustomed to 
his Seneschal's mode of acting and speak- 
ing» to hope much from this confident as- 
surance. He knew that Caleb acted upon 
the principle of the Spanish generals, in 

the campaign of . who. much to the 

perplexity of the Prince of Orange, their 
commander in chief, used to report, their 
troops as full in number, and possessed of 
all necessary points of equipment, not con- 
sidering it consistent with their dignity,- or 
the honour of Spain, to confess any defi<* 
ciency either in men or munition, until 
the want of both was unavoidably discover- 
ed in the day of battle. Accordingly, Ka- 
venswood thought it necessary to give the 
Marquis some hint, that the fair assurance 
which they had just received from Caleb, 
did not by any means ensure them against 
a very indifferent reception. 

" You do yourself injustice, Master,*' said 
the Marquis, «* or you wish to surprise me 
agreeably. From this window I see a great 
light in the direction where, if I remember 
aright, Wolffs Crag lies ; and, to judge from 
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the splendour which the oM tower sheds 
around it, tJie preparations for our recep* 
tion must be of no ordihary description. 
I remember your father putting the same 
deception on me, when we went to the 
tower for a few days hawking, about twen- 
ty years since« and yet we sp^nt our ti^tat 
as jolRly at Wolf's Crag as we could have 

done at my own hunt rag-seat- at WLl^:^' 

■ • » '. ... 

*« your lordshiji, I fear, will* experience 
that the faculty of the present prbpriiftor 
to entertain his friends is greatly abridgi^;* 
said Ravenswobd^j *^the wiil,Tneed1ifdf% 
sa^tV remains the sanie. But I am as much at a 
loss as your lordfehip to accounC for ^ sti^ng 
and brilliant a light iis is now above WbBh 
Crag, — the windows of the tower aife ftw 
and narrow^ and those of the Ia\V€f'st6ry 
are hidden from 'us by 'the*'Wa11s*^f 'the 
court.— I cannot conceive ihat any Mldihi* 
nation of an ordinary nature could a^rd. 
such a blaze of light.* 

The mystery was soon explafned 'j Ibr the- 
cavalcade almost mstantly halted^ and the 
voice of Caleb Balderstone was heard at 



r 
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the coach window, exclaiming, in accents 
broken by grief and fear, «* Och, gentle- 
men— Och, my glide lords^-Och, baud to 
the right ! — Wolfs Crag is burning, bower 
and ha* — a' the rich plenishing outside and 
inside—a' the fine graith, pictures^ tapes- 
trie$, .needle- work, hangings^ and other de- 
corements,— a''in a bleeze, as if they were 
nae mair than sae mony peats, or as muckle 
pease strae* Hand to the right, gentlemen, 
I implore ye — there is some sma' provision 
iQaking at Lucky Snxa'trash's— but 0, wae 
tor this night, and wae for me Chit lives to 
see it I ' 

. . Rayenswood was at first stunned by this 
n^w and unexpected calamity ; but after a 
iiK>ment'8 recollection, he sprang from the 
carriage, and hastily bidding his noble kins- 
mkn good night, was about to ascend the 
hill towards the castle, the broad and full 
conflagration of which now flung forth a 
high column of red lights that flickered far 
to seaward upon the dashing waves of the 
ocean. 
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a horsey Master,"* exdaiued the 
Marquis, greatly affected by this additional 
misfortune, so unexpectedly heaped upon 
his young proteg^ ; ^* and give wie my aoi- 
bling palfrey, and hasteforward, ypuknaves^ 
to see what can be done to save the furni- 
ture, or to ec^inguish ih€ fire-p-ride, you 
knaves, for your lives**" 

The attendants bustled together, and be- 
gan to strike their horses with the spur^ 
and call upon Caleb to shew them the road. 
But the voice of that careful Seneschal was 
heard above the tumult, ** O stop-^sirs, 
stop— turn bridle, for the luve of mefrdy--^ 
add not loss, of lives to loss c^ warld's gear. 
V-Thirty barrels of powther landed out of 
a Dunkirk dogger in the auld Lord's tton^ 
--^a' in the vau'ts of the auld tower,<-4)ie fire 
c&^nna be £ir aff it, I trow-r^Loid'^ sake, t» 
Ike right, lads<~to the right^-t-l^ pit the 
hill atween us and. peril,««^a wap.wi' a cor- 
ner^^stane o' Wolf's Crag wad defy:th&do0* 
tor." 

It will readily be supposed that this an» 
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xiuBciation hurried the Marquis and his. at- 
tendants into the route which Caleb pre- 
scribed, dragging Ravenswood along with 
them, although there was much in the mat- 
ter, which he could not possibly compre- 
hend. ** Gun-powder T he exclaimed, lay- 
ing hold of Caleb, who in vain endeavour- 
ed to escape from him, " what gun-pow- 
der ? How any quantity of powder could 
be in WolPs Crag without my knowledge, 
I cannot possibly comprehend." 

" But I can,** interrupted the Marquisf, 
whispering him, <* I can comprehend it 
thoroughly — ^for. God's sake, ask him no 
moreq uestions at presenL"* 

" There it is now," said Caleb,, extrica- 
ting himself from his master, and adjust- 
ing his dress, ^^ your honour will believe 
his lordship's honourable testimony— His 
lordship minds weel, how, in the year that 
him they ca'd King Willie died" 

<^ Hush ! hush, my good friend i" said the 
Marquis ; ^* I shall satisfy your master upon 
that subject," 

M 2 
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*« And the people at Wolf's hopfe — *" said 
Ravenswood) «« did noneof theiti cdfiie to 
your assistance before the fianie got so 
high r - 

«* Aye did they, moiry ahe of them, tTSc 
rapscallions,** said Caleb ; " but truly 1 Was 
in nae hurry to let them into the tower, 
where there v^ere so much plaie and valu- 
ables.'^ • '^ ' ' 

" Confound you for an itinpudent liar,' 
said Ravenswood j •* there was not a single 
ounce of* 

" Forbye," said the Butter, most irreve- 
rently raising his Voice to a pitch which 
drowned his master^s, ** the fire made fast 
on us, owing to the storie of tapestry and 
carved timmer in the banqueting ha', and 
the loons ran like scauded rats^ so soon as 
they heard of the giinpouthef.'^ 

" I do entreat,** said the Marquis to Ha- 
venswood, «• you will ask him no more 
questions'* 

«* Only one, my iortl — What has become 
of poor Mysicf* 



TlIK 38IDE or LAMMERMOOR. 275 
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^ If yfie ?f B4id Caleb— *^ I had nae time 
to 109k about oiiy*My8ie»~she'a in the tower, 
JL'se warrwt, biding her awful doom/' 
■' ** By heaven i? said Ravenswood, <^ I do 
not undt^ftand all this-— the life of a faith- 
fiU pld creature is at stake— -my lord» I will 
be mtbheld no longerr— I will at least ride 
upland see whether the danger is as immi- 
nent as this old fool pretends." 

« Weel, then, as I live by bread,'' said 
Caleb, ^} Mysie is weel and safe* I saw her 
out of the casde before I left it mysell-r- 
Was I ganging to forget an. auld fellow- 
servant!?' 

" What, made you^telhiqethe conitrary 
Uiis moment ^^ said his master. 

** Did I say otherwise ?•' answered Caleb; 
V then I tnaun hae been dreaming surely, 
or this awsome night has turned my judg* 
Jtteat— -but safe she is^ and ne'er a living 
soul in the^ca^tle^ a' the better for them — 
diey wad liave gotten an unco heezy." 

The Master of Ravenswqod, upon this 
assurance being solemnly reiterated,., and i 
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iiotwithstandi<3g ^ia ext^im^ wish te wit* 
aess the last explesioBj which was to jruki 
to the ground the mansidii of his fathers^ 
suf!br6d himself to he draj^ged.oainmtd ^- 
wards the village of Wolf a^hope^ where &ot 
only the change-hotise, but that o£ our owa 
well-known friend the coojpcr, weie aU pre. 
pared for receptioQ of himself andUb nofafe 
guest, with a hberaiity of ptoviwift wiuch 
requires some explanatloiu 

We omitted to mention in its place, th^ 
Lockhard having fished cmt the trutib con** 
ideirning the mode by which Cald} had ob- 
tained the supplies for his banquet, the 
Xiord Keeper, aniused ' with the iaddent, 
and desirous at the tim^ to gratify Raveas- 
wood, had recommended ihe <20foper of 
Wolf s-hope to the official situatidn under 
government, the prospect of whidb had ce* 
conciled him to the 1ms of his wikU&iwi 
Mr Girder's prefermei^t bad occasioned a 
pleasing surprise to old Cs^ieb; far whra^ 
fsome days after his master's departure^ he 
foundhimself absplately compelled^bj^sMse 
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Becessary business, to visit the fisbii^ ham« 
let, and was gUding like a ghost past the door 
of the Goopec, for fear of being summoned 
to give «oiae aax)uot of the progress of the 
soUcitatioa in his ftvoury or, more probably^ 
that the inmates might upbraid him wkh 
the false hope he had held out upon the 
sul]gect, he -heard himself^ not without some 
ajj^rehension, summoned at once in treble, 
tenor, and bass,— «a trio performed by the 
voices <if Mrs Girder, old Dame Loup* the* 
dike, aad the goodman of the dwelling-— 
•' Mr Caleb—Mr Caleb— Mr Caleb Balder- 
stone ! I; hope ye arena ganging dry-lipped 
by our door, and we sae muckle indebted 

« 

toyou?^ 

This might be said ironically as well as 
in easnestj Caleb augured the worst^.turup 
ed a deaf ear to the trio aforesaid, and was 
moving doggedly on, his ancient castor 
puUed oyer his brows, and his. eyes bent 
on the groupd, as if to count the fllntj 
pebbles with which the rude pathway was 
causewayed. But on a sudden he found 
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himself surrounded in bis pm^rea^ 'l%e a 
stately nierchantmiii in theOiit of €ribrsU 
tar^ (I hope tht ladies wiU'exirlisifr tbe tar« 
paulin phrase,) bf three Algeritie gdlUies« 
r ♦* Gude guide us, Mr fiaidersbone i^ saW 
Mrs Girder. r 

«« Wb a. wad liae thought' it of m auld wi 
kenn'd frieud V* said the mother. 

*»No sae muckle^as stay td leceive cur 
thanks," said the cooper himself, *^ andfrae 
the like o' me that seldom offer them* I am 
sure I hope there^s nae ill seed sa-^ft between 
us, Mr Balderstone-^Ony man thai has said 
to ye, T am no gratefti' for the situatidQ of 
Queen's cooper,* let me hae a wfaample at 
him w? mine eatche*— that*s aV^ 
>t" My good friends— my dear friends," 
Said Galeb, still doubting ho^ tbe <:ertain^ 
ty of the matter might stand, <* what needs 
a' this ceremony ?—ane tries to serve their 
friends^ and wmetimes the^pinay happen to 
prosper, and sometimes to misgi'e~-nae> 
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thing Icife to be fa»hed wi' teas than thMki 
—•I -never couid Wdc tiiem." 

^ Faith, Mr Balderstone, ye suld ha^ beefi 
fashed wi' f ew^ o' mine/ * said the downright 
man o£ staves and hdopa, ^ if I had only 
your glide- will to thank ye for— I suld 
elen hae set the guse, ai^d the wild-deiikes, 
and the riinJet of saitk, to balance that ao 
c(»]nt. Oode-vilt; mas^ is a geiren'df tub^ 
that hauds m nae liquor-^but gude deed's 
like the cask^.tight, rounds and sound; that 
"vrili huiA li4|uof for the king»" 

« Hav6 ye no^' beard of. our letteC 
said the mother-in-law, <* making John the 
Queen's cooper for certain ?>--and scarce a 
chield that had ierer haxnoiered gird upon 
tub but was applying for it ?" 

<^ Have I beard j I ^^ wd Caleb, (who now 
found how the wind set>) with .an aceeot of 
strong contempt at the doubt expresaed-<T- 
** iliwQ I beards q\m' she ! I T'-^s^nd: as be 
spoke, be changed bts shambling, ^ulI&Migy 
dodgtog pace^Jnto a manly and antliorita* 
tive step, re ad^sted 3ii8 cocked bat|. and 
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8ii£kred his brow tp emerge from under it 
in all the pride of aristocracyt like the sun 
from behind a cloud. 

<< To be sure, he canna but hae heard^** 
said the good woman* 

<^ Ay^ to be sure it's impossible but I 
should/' said Caleb ; ^' and sae I'll be the 
first to kiss ye^ joe^ and wish you, cooper, 
much joy of your preferment, naething 
doubting but ye ken wha are your friend^ 
and have helped ye, and can help ye. I 
thought it right to loc^ a wee strai^e upcm 
it at first," added Caleb, ^ just to see if ye 
were made of the right mettle-^but ye ring 
true, lad, ye ring true." 

$o saying, with a most lordly air he kiss- 
ed the women, and abandoned hk hand, 
with an air of serene patronage^ to the 
hearty shake of Mr Girder's honi*bard 
palm. Upon this complete, and to Caldb 
most satisfactory informaticm, he did not, 
it may readily be believed, hesitate to ac- 
cept an invitation to a solemn feast^ to 
which were invited, not o&iy all the n^Uh 
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ilea of the village, but even his aacient 
antagonist, Mr Dingwall himself. At this 
festivity he was, of course, the most wel- 
come and mojt honoured guest; and so 
well did he ply the Company with stories 
of what he could do wilh his master, hit 
master with the Lord Keeper, the Lord 
Keeper with the Council, and the Council 
with the King, that before the compaay 
dismissed, (which wAs, indeed, rather at 
an early hour than a late one,) eviery man 
of note iji the village Was ascending to the 
tc^gallant of sbtae jdeal preferment by the 
ladder of ropes which Caleb had presented^ 
to their imagination* Nary, the cunning But- 
ler regi^ed m that moment, not only all 
the influence he posaesaed formerly over the 
viUageif^ when the barojaial family which 
he iserved were at the proudest, but acquU; 
red eVfen an aocesakNai of importance. The 
writer--»the very attorney hioiself— -tuch la- 
the thirst of pretferment^^it the Ibreo of. 
the attoaotion, and taking to opportunity 
to draw Caleb- into a corner,' s^ekej with* 
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regret, of the^ctecUnii^ healtii 
oi the sheriff clerk of the <x>uiUy« 

<< An excellent ma]Q«*^a. most valuable 
inaii^ Mr Caleb— but fat wli I say )-^weare 
peer feckless bodieSi— Jberethe day^aoddva* 
by cock-screech the morn*— and if he.£ul- 
zies> there maun be somebody in his place 
-<»-and gif that ye could airt it my way, I 
suld be thankful, man--^a ghive sto&d wi* 
gowd nobles— -an* hark ye, man, something 
canny till yoursell—ai»l the Wolfs-hi^ 
carles to set^e kindly wi' the Ma^tev .of 
Baveoswood-Hbat is, {^ocd RaveoswqodT* 
God bless his lordship^'' 
* A smile, and a hearty squeeso 4)y- the 
band, ifvtas tlle^uitable/answe^tpthi8 over- 
tiire, and Caleb oiade^hls escape fr^oni the 
jovijj party, in oi^r to avoid comnittifig 
btmself by any special promises* 

^^ The liord be gude* to me,"* said C^ebi 
when he found himself in, the open air^ 
and at liberty to give vent tp the self*ex* 
ultation with which he was, as it were, dis* 

« 

tended j^ **4iditywonf mta^see sic aset of 
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green-gaislitigs T— the very pick-maws and 

solao-geese out by yonder at the Bass hae 

ten times their sense— God, an' I had beeo 

the Lord High Commissioner to the Estatei^ 

o^ f^rliament, they conMna hae beflumm'd 

me mair— and, to speak Heaven's truth, I 

could hardfy hae b^fluHMfifd them better nnti^ 

ther. But the writer— ha t ha ! ha Ir^mercy 

on me^ that I sold live in my auFd^days to 

giVthe gang- bye to the very writer ! She* 

riff clerk ! ! ! — But I hae an auM account i& 

iSettle wi' the carle; and to make amehd» 

fbf'fyye gaties, the office shalt just cost bim 

as much time-serving aiid tide> serving, as if 

his\itld tb get it ill gude eat nestr^-^ wtulk 

there k sma* appearance, unless tfae 'Mihp 

k^ Ifeam^ inair the ways of this waridj 

#Mtk it' ii n^iitekte |o be douhtcsd Hhat hQ 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Why iuscs yoB ftr 8nmnlf^— why shoot to tbe bkst 
Those embers, like sttrt from the finnament csst ?— « 
Til the fire-shower of min, all dreadfully driven 
From thine eyhe, that beaconi thedailtDesi of Heafeo^ 



Th£ eircumstances annouBced in the 
conclusion of the^ last chapter, will account 
for the ready and cheerful reception of the 

Marquis of A and the Master of Ra^ 

venawood in the village of WolTs-hope. In 
fact, Caleb had no sooner announced the 
conflagration of the tower, than the whole 
hamlet were upon foot to hasten to extin- 
guish the flames. And although that zealous 
adherent diverted their zeal by intimating 
the formidable contents of the subterranean 
apartments, yet the check only turned their 
assiduity into another direction. Never 
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bad f^ere been such sUughterhig of capons, 
and fat geese^ and barn-door fowls^<~never 
such boiling of reesfed hams^-^never such 
making of car-cakes and sweet scones, Sel- 
kirk bannocks, cookies, and petticoat-tails^ 
delicacies little known to the present ge* 
neration. Never had there been such a 
tapping of barrels, and such uncorking of 
grey-beards, in the village of WolPs-hope. 
AH the inferior houses were thrown open 
for the reception c^ the Marquis's depend- 
ants, who came, it was thought, as precur- 
sors of tlie shower of preferment, which 
hereafter was to leave the rest of Scotland 
dry, in order to distil its rich dews on 
the village of Woirs-hope under Lammer- 
moor. The minister put in his claim to 
have the guests of distinction lodged at 
the Manse, having his eye, it was thought, 
upon a neighbouring preferment, where 
the incumbent was sickly ; but Mr Balder- 
stone destined that honour to the cooper, 
his wife, and wife's mother, who danced for 
joy at the preference thus assigned them. 



ibese noble gueststo Mg4X>4 ^Btef^mpixakt 
w ^penoM of awch a nude Q9oid «et iif foie 
guch viwtoirs ; and- Ihe o)d daoie^ who bad 
foroiei^ji lived in Ravenswoqd C^tftle» .«Dd 
kfiew, as Ae midf the wajps.^f tbe iipbilftjff 
was 00 HTsiys wanting in aimnging aiattci% 
as wett as ciFcumstaoces permitted^ accord- 
iog to the etiquette, of the tiiiQes. Xiie 
cooper's house was so roomy, diat each 
guest had his separate retiriiig rpooif to 
which tliey were ushered with aU .due cere- 
mony, while the plentiful supper was in the 
act of being placed upon the .table. 

Ravenswood no sooner found himself 
alone, than, impelled by a thousand feel- 
ings, he left the apartment, the houses and 
the village^ and hastily retraced his steps 
to the brow of the hill, which rose betwixt 
the village, and screen^ it from the tower, 
in order to view the final fail, of the house 
of his fathers. Some idle boys 'from tbe 
hamlet had taken tbe same direction out 
of curiosity, having first witnessed the ^r- 

11 



ij^a! of the taaeh^ancUfiix «nd its ^attend- 

ttitid. 'As thej r«n oae by one ptsttbe 

Master, calling to eack other to ** come 

ffiid see the auld to^r biaw tip in the lift 

4ike the peelings of an ingan/* he cotdd 

not bnt feel hitnself moved widi indigna- 

iian. ^^ And these are the sons of my fh- 

ther*s vassals,'' he said—** of men bound, 

both by law and gratttude, to follow our 

steps through battle, and fh'e, and floo^; 

and now the destruction of their Uege- 

ionfs' house is but a )ioI]day's sight to 

them r 

These exasperating reflections were part- 
ly expressed in the acrimony with which he 
ej^claimed; on feeling himself pulled by the 
cloak, — •* What do ye want, yfe dog ?" 

'** I am a dog, and an auJd dog too,** an- 
swered Cal6l), for it was he who had taken 
the freedom, — ** and I am like td get a 
dog's wages — ^but it does not signification 
a pinch ^fsneeshing, for I am ower auld a 
dog to ?earn new tricks, or to follow a new 
master." 
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As he spoke, Ravenswood tuttamed the 
ridge of the hill from which Wolf's Crag 
was visible ; the flames had eBtirqly sunk 
dowDi and to his great surprise, there vas 
.only a dusky reddening upon the ^douds 
.immediately over the castle, which seemed 
the reflection of the embers of the sunken 
fire. 

^< The place cannot have blown up/ 
said the Master ; ^^ we must have heard 
the report-"— if a quarter of the gunpowder 
was there you tell me of» it would have 

been heard twenty miles off/* 

» 

<* It's very like it wad^" said Balderstone, 
composedly. 

<< Then the fire cannot have reached the 
vaults "" 

" It's like no," answered Caleb, with the 
same impenetrable gravity. . 

** Hark ye, Caleb," said his master, 
•« this grows a little too much for my pa- 
tience. I must go and examine how mat- 
ters stand at Wolf's Crag myself." 

«' Your honour is ganging to gang nac 
sic gate," said Caleb, firmly. 
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; ^^ And why not ?" said Ravenswood, 
sharply ; <^ who or what shall prevent 
xne?* 

** Even I myseU** said Caleb, with the 
same determination. 

" You, Balderstone !" replied the Mas- 
ter, " you are forgetting yourself, I think." 
*^ But I think no/' said Balderstone ; 
*< for I can just tell you a' about the cas- 
tle on this know-head as weel as if you 
were at it. Only dinna pit yoursel into a 
kippage, and expose yoursel before the 
weans, or before the Marquis, when y% 
gang down bye.'* ; 

^^ Speak out, you old fool," replied his 
master, << and let me know the best and 
the worst at once.'' 

<< Ou, the best and warst is just that the 
tower is standing hail and fear, as safe and 
as empty as when ye left it." 

^^ Indeed ! — and the fire ?" said Ravens- 
wood* 
** Not a gleed of fire, thep, except the 

VOL. II. K 
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bit kmfKiig pMt, and iMyhe a tpunk in 
Mysie's ctAty^ipipef^ repliect Cateb«r 

** But the flama ?** demanded RaveM- 
wood ; ^ the broad Maze wbieh might have 
been seen tea miles aff^wfaat eccaiiened 
thatf* 

^ « Hodt awal ifls an «ild aajriu^ and a 
trtie,--^ 

litde's the light 

WiU be seen far in a mirk night 

Awbeen ferh andborse.Ktter that'll fii«d 
in the court.yard, after sending back -^e 
Imin of a footman ; and» taspeak ifeafvea'^ 
tmt^ Hbp next time that ye send or bring 
ohj body^iSi^^kt them be gentles alleD- 
arly, without ony fremd servants, like that 
^<^ehi Lockhardyto be giedging and glee- 
ing iriMMity and looking .upon the wnag 
side of ane^s housekeeping, to the diseredit 
ttf the ftmtly, and ibrdng ane to damn 
their souls wi' telling ae lee after another 
Ihster.tfaaa I can^ count them«i«i wad rather 



J 
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let'igm to tbe^low^r iti gttdbHaAi^st^ ttfifl 
burn it ower my ain head into the barg^^ 
n»A lee tinb £utiily dishondufed k the 
mmtr 

« ^^ Updn tatrf m^^ I ttm itifitiiCftly ^bUg^ 
by the proposal^ Galdbi" teid hift ttaht^, 
«(;atee tfbl&to fiMtniki bis iMghter^ thoogd 
rtitker migty ^t the same ttcKie. «< But the 
gunpowder ?^s there such a thkig in the 
tDW«r?*^the Marqttia turned to know Of 
it." 

'> frtm pmifher-^a t ha ! hal^ihei Mai*- 
i^s^ha I ha ! hat' rtij^ied Caleb } ^ if 
yowr faonbur were «o bfaiti ue^ I behdovikl 
to laugh — the Matiqi]is->««^ie pOtitb^^r^^Was 
it ^hi^t?^? ay, it Wft& there. Did he ken 
^tf^^iny €«fitte! ibe M»fqttis kenii'd o^, 
^md it WM the best of tibfe j^aAt^; for, 
when t eoul^M paoify your biMoOr wi'. a' 
HMt I cmM ssy^ I aye 4h#ew Mit aword 
%iair aboQt thei ^iipaath«ri uiA^ gktfd the 
i-Maitiua tek the job^m hti ais haad.^' 
: . ^ But yaM have not amweradflO^y. ^itea. 

tion/* said the Master impatiently ; ** how 
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came the powder there, and where is H 
now?" 

., *^ Ou, it came there, an ye maun needs 
ken," said Caleb, looking mysteriously, and 
whispering, '* when tliere was like to be a 
wee bit rising here ; and the Marquis, and 
a' the great lords of the north, were a' in 
it, and mony a gudely gun and broadsword 
w^re ferried ower frae Dunkirk forbye the 
pouther — awfu' wark we hi^ getting them 
into the towel* under cloud o' night, for ye 
maun think it wasna every body could be 
trusted wi* sae kittle jobs-— But if ye will 
gae hame to your supper, I will tell you sf 
about it as ye gang down.'* 

>< And these wretched boys," said lU- 
?enswood, " is it your pleasure they are to 
sit there all night, to wait for the blowifig 
yp, of a tower that is not; even on fire ?• 

** Surely not, if it is your honour's ple»* 
sure that they suld gang hame ; although^^ 
added Caleb, <* it wadna do them a graitfi 
damage— -they wad screigb less the next 
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4eLy^ and sleep the sdunder at e'en — But 
just as your honour likes." 
' Stepping accordingly towards the urch- 
ins who manned the knolls near which they 
stood, Caleb informed them, in an 'authori« 
tative tone, that their Honours Lord Ra« 
venswood and the Marquis of A had 

given orders that the tower Wiis not to 
blow lip till next day at noon. The boys 
dispersed upon this comfortable assurance. 
One or two, however, followed Caleb fiw: 
more information, particularly the urchin 
whom he had cheated while officiating M 
turnspit, who screamed, ** Mr Balderstone ! 
Mr Balderstone ! than the castle's gane out 
like an auld wife*s spunk !" 
r <^Tabe sure it is, callant," said theBut?^ 
kr ; ^* do ye think the castle of ias great a 
lord as Lord Ravenswood wad continue in 
a bleeze, and him standing looking on wi' 
hid ain very een ? — It's aye right,*" conti-^ 
nued Caleb, shaking off his ragged page» 
jmd closing in to his master, *^ to train up 
weans, as the wise man says, in the way 
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respect to tlieir snp^iQFSi*' 

imUAi midyilmt \i^u9m^ of the wm9 w4 

« Wb^, tftfor the mm,'' mi Od^W^il 
vttjwtUke t^ ^HCM' fhyiMh<-« 

' Seme g9?d eng^ and wovc^e gaed westj^ 
And soi9e gaed to tile craw's nest;' 

jUd fikir.the.>fmiAtke(» I ^««k chwgod i|» 
09easuM»^Mrve<l».wiitii t)ie^akt|if^eics>Q* I^tdi 
)iigger&aiulFreiicbveQwJsi.£6lgin %odhi!«B^ 
Aff aiwlik serwd tfaet hoiisis oiODy^ a y^adrm^ 
gwi08iK9|p toQ^ h^ltweeii whad cbeearetil 1^ 
soul of man and that wtieh dingeth it clean 
^1^ of Athe body ; Ibrb^^c^ I keep tt a vrheen 
poiKida of it for yoaraeU wheo jre wanted 
to like tho |^€Mure a* , shMting^-^il^ 
ia tbeiit^ ktter iMy% I wad hardly baa 
feeno'd else wbar to get poisthor for yoor 
l^eaattie; And now that your anger it 
enrer^ sir, wasQa that weei managed of xA% 
B»d avena ye fm better aorted dotm yondor 



than ye cotild hae beien in yaur am auld 
ruins up bye yonder, as the case atands wi* 
u& now ?-!-tbe matr's the pity.** 
;. <* I believe yoo may be rigbt, Caleb % 
but» before buraing down my castle» either 
ki; jest or in earnest," said Rairei^wooc]', *< I 
X tbiB^ I had a right to be in' the secret.^ 

M Pie for ^ame, /our honour I" repUed 
Ct^b \, f^ it fits an auld carle like me weel 
cneuig^ io tell le^ iw the credit <rf' the f»r 
inji^^ but it wadna beseem the like a' youf 
JhcHiattr's sell } bee^ides, young fott are n(!» ja<. 
dtdinM-^tbrey cannot nnake the iuaist of a 
bitfigmenit Now this fire^^or a fire it sail 
bf 9 if I suld bura the auld stable ta nwke i% 
fuk feasible«-^tlus^ fire, besides that it will 
be aa excuse for asking* ony thing we wam 
^faitHigh the country^ or doun at ihehavfi^ 
--MJbis fife will settle many thii^ aKi> %fx 
honourable footing for the &aiuly's credit, 
that cost me telliii^ twenty daily lees to a 
wheen idle chaps and queaos, and, wliat's 
waur, without gaining credence/' 

«« That was hard indeeda Caleb y but I 
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do not see how this fire should help your 
veracity or youir credit." 

" There it is now,** said Caleb ; " wasna 
I saying that young folk had a green judge- 
ment P — How suld it help me, quotha ? — ^it 
will be a creditable apology for the honour 
of the family for this score of years to come» 
if it is weel guided. Where's the family pic- 
tures ? says ae meddling body — the great 
fire at WolPs Crag, answers I. Whereas the 
family plate ? says another — the great fire^ 
says I ; wha was to think of plate when 
life and limb were in danger? — Where's the 
wardrobe and the linens ?— where*s the 
tapestries and the decorements r^— beds erf 
stated twiltSi pands and testors, napery and 
broidered work ? — The fire — the fire--the 
fire. Guide the fire weel, and it will serve 
ye for a* that ye suld have and have n<rf>— 
and^ in some sort, a gude excuse is better 
than the things themselves ; for they maun 
crack and wear out, and be consumed by 
time, M hereas a gude offcome, prudently 
and creditably handled, may serve ^ noUe* 
man and his family,. Lord kens how lang !" 



9 
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Raveoswood was too well acquainted 
with his Butler's pertinacity and self- opi- 
nion, . to dispute the point with him any 
further. Leaving Caleb, therefore, to the 
enjoyment of his own successful ingenuity, 
he returned to the hamlet, where he found 
the Marquis and the good women of the 
mansion under some anxiety — the former 
<m account of his absence, the others for 
the discredit their cookery might sustain 
by the delay of the supper. All were now 
at ease, and heard with pleasure that the 
fire at the castle had burned out of itself 
without reaching the vaults, which was the 
only information that Rayenswood thought 
it proper to give in public concerning the 
event of his Butler's stratagem* 

.They sat .down to an excellent supper. 
No invitation could prevail on Mr and Mrs 
Girder, even in their own house, to sit 
down at table with guests of such high qua- 
lity. They remained standing in the apart- 
ment, and acted the part of respectful and 
careful attendants on the company. Such 

n8 
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were the manners of the time. He efAer 
damct confident tbrougli her age and coif* 
nection with the Ravenswood famtfy. w^ 
less scriipulousfy ceremonious. She pliiyed 
a mixed part betwixt that of the bost^ 
of aA inn, and the mistress of a private 
house, who receives gnests above her own 
degree. She recommended, and even press- 
ed what she thought best, and was herself 
^^Uy entreated to take a moderate share of 
ti)e good cheer, in order to encourage hef 
guests by her own example. Often she in- 
terrupted herseifi to express her regret that 
•♦ my Lord did not eat— 4hat the Master 
wa€^ pyking a bare bane— that, to be stit«, 
there was naetbing there fit to set bef^e 
their honours— that Lord Allan, rest titi 
saul, used to like a pouthered guse, and 
said it was Latin for a tass o' brandy— that 
the brandy came frae France direct ; for, 
for a' the English laws and gangers, the 
WolPshope brigs hadna forgotten the gute 
to Dunkirk.** 
Here the cooper admonished his ioaother- 
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UkUw with im ellK)W4 which procured hippi 
tkft fottowiDg 9f)QCif^ notice ia th^ progress 
<lf |ier speech. 

r ^ Ye aeedna be dqn$hin that gi^t^ Johp/' 
cpntimted the old W\y } ^^ Qs^body says 
Uiat 3fi^ kea whar the brandy comes iroixi ; 
and it vadna be fitting ye should^ and you 
the qaeen'a cooper; and what a^uifiea't/' 
eoQtifacied sbe» addresaing Lord Ravena- 
moodt ^ to liiiQg, quecio^ or keiser^ whar au 
tuld wife hke me b^ys her ptckle sbecshit)# 
or her drap brandy* wivfib tphaud her heart. 

Having thu* extricated herself from Jfer 
nim^Qsed falw 9tQp« I)am« liovip^the^dykc 
proceeded » during the rest of the eveoiu^, 
^.supply, with great animaticsit a^d very 
little assistance from her guests, the fund$ 
oeceis^ry for the support qf th^ conversa^' 
tion, until, declipiog any fm^t^er cifculap 
tion of their glasa* her gi)iB&ts req^e^ted her 
permission to retire to their apartments* 

Tht Marquis OQcupickl the chamb^ ot' 
4ai% which, in every house «bove thp tiJok. 
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of a mere cottage^ was kept sacred for sttcli 
high occasions as the present The modem 
finishing with plaister was then unknown^ 
and tapestry was confined to the houses of 
the nobility and superior gentry. The coop^ 
er, therefore! who was a man of some va- 
nity, as well as some wealth, had imitated the 
fashion observed by the inferior landhold- 
ers and clergy, who usually garnished their 
state apartments with hangings of a sort of 
stamped leather, manufactured in the Ne» 
therlands, garnished with trees and animab 
executed in copper foil, and with many a 
pithy sentence of morality, which, althou^ 
couched in Low Dutch, were perhaps as 
much attended to in practice as if writt^i 
in broad Scotch. The whole had som^ 
what of a gloomy aspect; but the fire^ 
composed of old pitch-barrel staves, blazed 
merrily up the chimney ; the bed was det- 
corated with linen of most fresh and das- 
zlirig whiteness, which had never before 
been used, and might, perhaps, have never 
been usied at all, but for thiahigh occasion. 
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Od the toilette beside, stood an oId»fashioD- 
ed inirror, in a fillagree frame^ part of the 
dispersed finery of the neighbouring castle. 
it was flanked by a long-necked bottle of 
Florence wine, by which stood a glass near- 
ly as tall, resembling in shape that which 
Teniers usually places in the hands of his 
own portrait, when he paints himself as 
mingling in the revels of a country village. 
To counterbalance those foreign centinels^ 
there mounted guard on the other side of 
the mirror two stout warders of Scottish 
Uneage; a jug^ namely, of double ale, 
which held a Scotch pint, and a quegh or 
bicker of ivory and ebony, hooped with sit 
▼er, the work of John Girder's own hands^ 
and the pride of his heart Besides these 
preparations against thirst, there was a 
goodly dietloa^ or sweet cake ; so that, 
with such auxiliaries, the apartment seem- 
ed victualled against a siege of two or three 
days. 

It only remains to say, that the Marquis's 
valet was in attendance, displaying his mas- 



» 
Mi TMMM cm Mr ii>wifoniii ; 

ter^ brocaded ftigftt^gownt ftikl li^HiT^ <tt^ 
broiderect velvet oapt fiaed and filled miA, 
BitmelB laee, upon a hiigc teatberfi^aigt 
chair, wheeled round -so as^ to- have the f^y 
advantage! of the coflQfft»rtabie fire wMel^ m 
have already mentioned. We ^therefore 
commit that eminent peraon tiy hi^ nig^Vs 
repose, trusting he profited by the ample 
preparations made for hi:9 • ^^ecommc^a- 
tion, — pfeparatM>n9 which we have mtpr 

tioned^ in detaili aa illtistiative ^f* »Qp>^. 
Scottish maimers. , .^ 

It is not necessary we shoidd l^Ob eqii^jT = 
minute in describing the steeping apartment 
of the Master of Ravenswood, which, wm 
that nsually occupied by the goodman and 
goodwrfb themsehres* It Mras convlbrtably 
hung with a sort of warm* ceJoured worsted, 
manufactured in Scotland, approaching w 
texture to what is now called shaloon, A 
staring^ picture of John Girder himself oiw 
namented this dormitory, painted by a stai^ 
ving Frenchman, who had, God knows 
how. or whyi strolled over from Flushing 



or Dtmkifk to Wolf^s^bope in a sraeggling 
^kigger. The ftatiires were, ittfteedytfamec^ 
the stdbimnit optnienftti ve^ yet sensible ar* 
t^ati, but Monsieur had G6fitfived to thrair 
a Breach grace mto the loet and manner, 
so xsttetiy tnconMStent witii the dogged 
gravity of the original, that it wasimpossiw 
bte to look at it ivithout laughing^. . John, 
ami his fiimfty^ however, piqued themselves 
myt a little upon this picture, and were pro* 
pbttionabfy censored by the neighbottfv» 
hood, who pronounced that the cooper^ 
in sitting ^or the same, and yet more in 
presuming to hang it up in his bed-chamber^ 
hfad exceeded his privilege as the richest 
matt of the village ; at uncfe stept beyond the 
l>ounds of 4iis own rank, and encroached 
irpon those of the superior orders ; and, in 
flhe, had been guilty of a very over-ween-t 
ittg, act of vanity and presumption. Re* 
spect for the memoty of my deceased friend^ 
Mr Richard Tlnto, haa obliged me to treat 
thill' matter at i^ome length } but I spai^e the 
deader his prolix> though curious observa* 
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tions, as well upon the character of the 
French school^ as upon the state of paint- 
ing in Scotland^ at the beginning of Ui* 
eighteenth century. 

The other preparations of the Master's 
sleeping apartment, were similar to those 
in the chamber of dais. 

At the usual early hour of that period^ the 

Marquis of A and his kinsman prepared 

to resume their journey. This could not be 
done without an ample breakfast, inivhich 
cold meat and hot meat, and oatmeal flum-* 
meryi wine and spirits, and milk varied by 
every possible mode of preparation, evinced 
the same desire to do honour to their guests 
which had been shewn by the hospitable 
owners of the mansion upon the evenixig 
before. . All the bustle of preparation for 
departure now resounded through WolPs- 
hope. There was paying of bills and sha- 
king of hands, and saddling of horses, and 
harnessing of carriages, and distributing of 
drink-money. The Marquis left a broad 
piece for the gratification of Johp Girdefi 
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household, which he, the said John, was 
for some time disposed to convert to his 
own use ; Dingwall the writer assuring 
liim he was justified in so doing, seeing he 
wiEis the disburser of those expences Whitih 
were the occasion of the gratification. But, 
notwithstanding this legal authority, John 
could not find in his heart to dim the splen- 
dour of his late hospitality, by pocketting 
any thing in the nature of a gratuity. He 
oidy assured his menials he would consider 
them as a damned ungrateful pack, if they 
bought a gill of brandy elsewhere than boft 
of his own stores ; and as the drink-money 
was likely to go to its legitimate use, he 
comforted himself that, in this manner, the 
Marquis's donative would,* without any im- 
peachment of eredit and character, come 
ultimately into his own exclusive posses- 
sion. 

While arrangements were making for 
departure, Ravenswood made blythe.the 
heart of his ancient butler, by informing 
bin, cautioiisly however, for he knew Ca- 
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klto !iiaxioth of iiMgimiHaQ,: oCtne ffobaUd 
change ^tcb.ww aboiit to taLefda^ia 
)tta ibft^iKfu . He de|)Osited withJill|ldi& 
afeoiie,. at the same tiine, the gf eater piixt of 
Ilia sleadec faada, with aniassucaneewhicb 

lie was : obliged to rdteBate moKethaa ooci^ 

* 

that hfi liioiaelf had suffieienl snpplia io 
iV^tain pf(^peetk H^ tbeieCoray enjoioed 
Calebs as he vali^ hiaikrattiv to^desiit Am 
nBfurfebev aaaneeuvtesuagaiattt th«: inhsltiti 
nta of Wotf^s^faope^ tbttt eorllarsi fouittji 
I^Erds, aad Jiihittance ^vhatsoever... . la tjai 
||]SQh]hitio% the old dwunesUc ^^iicqiiiotceil 
P^fe reaid% tiban* hia.ioafter eaeptelad. 

^< Itf was. dovbdest^" he a^d^ «^ a^ibaM» 
It discredit, aad a sio, to hariy t&e potf 
^peaturts^ wh^i* the iamily weveiR cinq^ 
Hancea ta Um > bonoiiraMj «i tbeii^' M 
meana} and thcte migbt be i^s^lops^"^ he 
laidt *^ ifi giving them a whiles breatbiif 
time,, at any rate^^hat tiliej might be the 
lasore re^ly brought Ibrwafds upon hi^ 
llonouF^ futwe occMions." 



/ 
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taj&eiv an i^^tioiiate farew^U of hijs old do* 
flOfestit, the M^ter r^iqed biai noUe rdiat 
tivOy irI^c^ was» now r^)^ to filter his cdx» 
ifi^ge. Tbj? two hpdlBdie^^ old anid youi^ 
in all kjupdlygjraefiiig, slood m^enng Mr 
^e dQQv of tfei^jr Inm^, as tbse eoMb audi 
8dx» foHo«o4 by tt^ train^ ol cUf toring hiorse. 
n>eB» tiiundered oiA of tbe vt}]^^^ JahM 
Girder Mso stood upofi hia throshoid, M110 
leoki^;at W^ h^AOurcd rigiri^ band, iriudi 
tit«Ml t^df^ 49r latdl^ ftlMteen by a mt quia aiid 
a lord, and now giving a gliyace into the ki# 
teiior of bis mansion, wbich manifested aU 
the disarray of the late revel, as if balan^* 
ctng tb^ distinction wbich be had attained 
with the expences of the entertainment. 

At length he opened bis oracular jaws. 
^ Let every man and woman here set about 
fteir ain business, as if there was nae «ie 
thing as marquis or master, diike or drak^ 
laird or Jord, in this world. Let the housf 
be redd up, the broken meat set bye, «nd if 
there is ony thing totally uneatable, let t| 
be gien to ^ puir folk ; uid gudemothw 
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and wife, I hae just ae thing to entreat ye, 
that ye will never speak to me a single 
word, good or bad, anent a' this nonsense 
wark, but keep a' your cracks about it to 
yoursells and your kitnmers, for my head 
16 weel nigh dung donnart w? it already." 
As John's authority was tolerably abso- 
lute, all departed to their usual occupations, 
leaving him to build castles in the air, if he 
had a mind, upon the court favour which 
he had acquired by the e:3tpenditure of his 
worldly substance. 



V. • 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

.Why, now I bare Dame Fortune by the forelock. 
And -if she scapes my grasp, the fault is mine ; 
He tliat hath buffetted with stern adversity, 
Best knows to shape bis course to favouring breeaes. 

OUPhy. 

OuA travellers reached Edinburgh with- 
out any farther adventure, and the Mas- 
ter of Ravenswood, as had been previously 
settled, took up his abode with his noble 
friend. 

In the mean tiinei thq political crisis 
which had been expected, took place, and 
the Tory party obtained, in the Scottish 
councils of Queen Anne, a short-lived as- 
cendency, of which it is not our business 
to trace either the cause or consequences. 
Suffice it to say, that it affected the difie- 
rent political parties according to the na- 



ture of their principles. In England, many 
of the High Church party, with Jlariey^ af- 
terwards Earl of Oxford, at their heaid^ af- 
fected to separate their principles from those 
of the Jacobites, attd« oti thi£ account, otv 
tained the denomination of Whimsicals. Tht 
Scottish High Church party, on thie 'con- 
trary. Of, as they termed thenisefves, the 
Cavaliers, were more consistent, if not so 
pnidi^nt, in their politics, and viewed all the 
changes now made, as preparatory to dd- 
it)g to the throne^ tt)M«i theqCieftifA d^noiise, 
her brother^ «hie OfilfeValfeir St Gfeoife. 
Hiose who had suffered iiahis^deHlee, n&tr 
^tertamed the mdst tinrtiMonalMe'M^<^, 
not btily of indemnification, but of Venge- 
ance upoi^ theit political atdl^er&a^ei, nHiile 
'families attached to the Whig im«reM, sow 
nothing biefore them but a rene^^I of the 
hardships th«y bad und^fgoite diiririg the 
Ireigns of ChaHes the Sectfnd and Mt bre- 
ther, and k retaliation of tiie coikfi^ctetidiis 
trhicih hAc^b^eti itiffitted upon tihe Jacdbitte 

during tSh^tdf'KihgWflliam. • ' 
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Silt the tnort akmed at ,the chtnge <of «y«* 
ten^^ima tiut pjiideqtud set <>f peraoosi wme 
i3f nrhom are fomd in aU govertioMiQtBy btH 
mho aboufid in a provincial admin istration 
iike that of Scodaud ducnig the period^ a»d 
who ace ^hat Cromwell called waiters upon 
poyidenee, or^ in other wocds, oniform ad* 
faerents to the {ttrty who ftre uppennoAt. 
Ms^y 9f these hastened to read tfieir recan^ 
tatlon to . the Marquis of A*^^-^^ ; aod^ as 
it w^ easily ^fiea^ that te tool^ a deep bif 
terest in the affaiis of Jiis kiimw)^ the 
Master of R^venswxMMi) Jthey were (be firat 
to suggest measures for retrieving .at least 
a part ,df his property, and for restoring 
hidi in blood 'ajpoist his f^ther^s attaindeiw 

Old Lord IWntippet pro&ssed to be 
one of the mpst anxious for tbe aocntess of 
these measures ; for «* il; gjrieved him tb 
thzsery saul^'' he said, *< tosee so brave a 
youi^ gentieaaan^ of ttc anld and ondoufot- 
:ed nofailil^f and» what wa» msir than a' 
that, a bluid relation of the Mort^uis of 
A— — *> the man whom," he swore> ** he 
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honoured most upon the face of the yeartfa, 
brought to so severe ai pass. For his ain pair 
peculiar/' as he said^ '* and to cdntribute 
something to the rehabitation of sae auld 
ane house/' the said Turntippet sent in three 
family pictures lacking the frames, and six 
high-backed chairs» with workeH Turkey 
cushions, having the crest of Ravecswood 
broidered thereon, without charging a pen- 
ny either of the principal or interest the^ 
had cost him, when he bought them, six- 
teen years before, at a roup of the fdrpi- 
ture of Lord Ravenswood's lodgings in the 
Canongate. 

Much more to Lord Turntippet's dismay 
than to his suiprtse, although he affected to 
feel more of the latter than the former, the 
Marquis received his gi{l very drily, and ob- 
served, that bis lordship's restitution, if he 
expected it to be received by the Master of 
Ravenswood and his friends, must compre- 
hend 9 pretty large farm, which having been 
mortgaged to Turntippet for a very ioade- 
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quftte SUIP9 be had>cpiitrived» dtiiriflg the 
confusion of the family ^SaaxSy . and by 
;i]iean» well understood by the lawyers of 
that period, to acquire to himself in al^so- 
lute.pro|ierty. 

The old time-serving lord winced exces- 
'aively Under this requisition^ protesting to 
God^ that he saw no occasion the. lad could 
have for the instant possession of the land, 
seeing he would doubtless now recover the 
bulk of his estate from S<r William Ashton, 
tawhich he wns ready to contribute by every 
jneans in his power, as was just and reason- 
able ; and finally declaring, that he was 
vdlHng to settle the land on the young gen« 
tleman, after his own natural demise* 

But all these excuses availed nothing, ' 
and he was compelled to disgorge the pro- 
pierty, oa receiving hack the sum for which 
it had been m(»rtgaged. Having no other 
.means of making p^aoe with the higher 
powers, he returned home sorrowful and 
malcontent, complaining to hm confidants, 
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** that every mutation or cbdtnga in tiw stele 
had hitherto been producti<re of sooie maak 
advantage to him in his ain quiet /.afftmi; 
but that the present ha4 <pii?^ upon ill) cost 
him one of the best pen-feathers o' fate 
wing.^ 

Similar measures wa^ ttireatened against 
others, who had prc^ted by 4fae wreck of 
the fortune of fiavenswood) aiidSirWiitisun 
Ashton, in particular, was nienaoed witfi 
a parliamentary reversal of the j«idicial.«Qa|i- 
tences under whicih he hdd the Ca^easd 
Barony of Ravenswood. With faisi, kmr- 
ever, the Master, as well for Lucy's sale 
as on account of the hospitality he liad.ce* 
ceived from him, fett himself uiidar 4be 
necessity of proceeding with great nMtioQi. 
He wrote to th« late Loi:d*Kee|^r,-&>r he 
no longer held that office, stetirig fmidtly 
the engagement whibh .existed bM^ooen 
him and Miss Asfaton^ requMting) his per- 
mis»on for their union, and assiiring^tttm of 
his willingness to put thie settlement 4iC all 

^t^ * • • ■ -I .-1 .7 



tfintters between tbem. upon such a foot- 
11%) as Sir. WiUiam hiniseli" should think 

* The Bim^ tsressenger was charged with a 
letter to Lady Asbton, deprecating any 
cause of displeasure which the Master 
might wmitetHioniUly baye given her, ea« 
larging upo& bis 9tl<9^chinent to Miss Ash- 
Ai^n^ and' tbe length to which it had pro- 
:€ideded, and copjaring the lad/j as a Dou« 
1^ ia i:^ure ;as well as in name, gene- 
^BM9ly;|0' forget: ancf^nt prej^udices and mis- 
^vmdentandings ; upd to believe that the 
fimiily had acquired ft friend, and she her<^ 
^telf a ria^ectful ainl attached humble ser- 
imn^ to hifA who subacribed himself £dgar, 
MmUx of As^nei^swQodi 
'■ A thpd letter Ravenswood addressed 
toXiiey, and the messenger was instruct-' 
ed Jto find wme secret and secure means 
M deliveriag it into her owii hands. It 
tontaiaed the strongest [nrot^tations of con- 
timied :alfection» and dwelt Upon the ap- 
proaching change of the writer's fortunes 



as chitfly valaable, l^ tetidSng to.removB 
tfae impediments to theif unicnu He i«Ia- 
ted the steps he had taken to overcome the 
iprejudices of her par«l9il^ fltad eipecially of 
her mother» aind exf^ressed his ^ hope they 
noij^ht prove ^fectua}. If not, he still, 
trusted that his absence frotti Scotland upon 
^n importalit and honourable mismon might 
-^ve tin>e for prejudice to "dieaWay; white 
he hopcid and trtlsted Miss Ashton's coni- 
i»tani;y/ on whi^ch he faad-the most impltdt 
t«li&n€e» n^iould baffie any eflbrtthirt^nl^ 
t)e used to^ div'ert her irttachment. Mtedi 
tnore there was, which, however interesC- 
4ng to the lovers th^mddves, woukl aAMi 
the reader neither interest norinfonhirtioB. 
To each of these t^ee letters the Mi^ter 
oi Ravens wood mceiVed^n answer, bntby 
-different fiseans of eonveysince, and ceftaiia- 
ly couched in very d^erentBtyliB^ < 

Lady Ashtcm amw«red his tetter by ifls 

-own messenger, who was^ not-altowed tD 

rDemaiu at l^avetiswood' a momeirt longer 

than>«he was engaged in fienofing^ tfae^ 
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lines, '' Eorthe iiand of Mr lUvenswobd of 
WoU*!^ €n^, these : ^ 

^* I have receiveil a letter, signed Edgar, 
, Master of Ravmiswpod, concerning the wri- ' 
ter wbereof I am uocertain, seeing that the ' 
honours of such a fattiily were forfeited for 
high treason in the person of Allan, late 
Lord Ravens wood. Sir, if you shall happen 
to be the jperson so subscribing yourself, 
you will please to kiAo^i that I claim the full 
int^^st of a parept in Miss Lu^y Ash ton, ^ 
which r have disposed of irrevocably in be- 
/half of a worthy person. And, sir, were this 
oUierwise, I would not listen to a proposal 
fiom you^ or any of your house, seeing their 
hand has been uniformly held up i^ainst 
tiie freedmn of the subject, and the immuni* 
ties of God's kirk. . Sir, it: is not a fighter* 
img blink of prosperity whi^ can diaiige 
my constant opintim in this regard, seeing 
it has been my lot before now, like hcrfy 
David, 'to see the wicked great in {lower, 

o« 
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and flourisbiQg lite a gne& bay tree ; 
vertheless I passed, and they werp noU *o^ 
the place thereof knew them no, more. 
Wishing you to lay these thiogf^ to your 
h^art for your , oifo aake» so far a^ they 
miay concern you, I pray you to take no 
farther notice of her, .who desires to retsam; 
your unknown servant, 

. ^< Maaoabet DoufailA' ^^ 
<< otherwise As^wii.''^ 

About two days after he had recaii»d^ 
this very unsatisfactory e^HStle, the Maiedier 
of Ravenswood, while walking up the 
High-street of Edinburgh^, was jostled .by 
a person, in . whom, as the man pulled oflT 
his hat to mdke «n i^olpgy, he recogniMcL 
Lockbard,.the confidential domestic of Ssr^ 
William Ashton. The man bowed, slipt a 
letter into his hand, and disappeared. The 
packet contained four close-written folioi^ 
from which, however, as is sometimes tn^. 
cident to the compositions of great lawyersb 
little could be extracted, excepting that 
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the wrker felt hites&lf in a very puzzling 
pn^tcainent^ ' 

-8k Wiifiam spoke at length of his 
high table and regard for his dear youngs 
fneolEU tte* Master of Ravens wood/ and 
of his i^ry extreme high vahie and re« 
g9ird S&T the Marquis ^ A-^*-, his very 
d^r old friend ; — he trusted that any mea^ 
aures that th^ might adc^, in which he 
was etmeenied; would be carried on with 
due regard to the sanctity of d^ecreets, and 
judgments obtatnetd mjhim eontentioso; pro-- 
testings before men and angels» that if the 
law of Sk»>tland, as declared in her estaw 
blisfaed courts, were to undergo a reversals 
in any popular assembly, the evils which 
would thence arise to the public, would 
inflict a greater wound upon his heart, 
thmi any loss he might himself sustain 
by such irregular proceedings. He fiou^ 
rished mu^h on generosity and forgive- 
ness^of mutual injuries, and hinted at the 
mutability of human affairs,' always favour^ 
ite topics with the weaker party in politics. 
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He. pathetically. lafhented,^ sod geoAf^sea* 
Bured, the haste which had been uaed in de* 
priving him of htsisituatjon of Lord Ke)^ 
er, which hia experience had < aoabied him^ 
to fill with, amne advantage.td the- publie» 
without so itauch as;gii»iig bim an opportu- 
nity.of explaining how fierthis own inewa of 
general politics mighteasentiaUy dififer.from 
those now in power. He was i convinced 
the Marquis : of A .» ■ > had as sm^re in« 
tentions towards the pubHc* aa bimsdtf* or 
any roan f and if| upon a coi^»>ence, they 
could have agreed uppn the aseasuiea fay 
which it .was to. be pursued^ his experience 
and his interest should -. have . gone ; to " rap- 
port the present admintstration. Upon the 
engi^ement betwixt Rfvenswood and his 
daughter, he spoke in^ a dry and confi:^ed 
manner. He regretted so premature a step 
a^ . the engagement <^; the ypungi people 
should have ibeen taken, and cocgiired the 
Master to. remember he had never given 
any encouragement thereunto ; >and obser^^ 
ved,. thfitt: as a transaction intm' imkie^^. 



asA iimifaoitt concirrrentfe bf bis daugl^a'sr 
naturaLcaratorSi the etigagem^nt \^s inept,^- 
atod^vDid' in Isitf . Thi» predpita^tei measure/ 
te*^cbhid^ had |^l*adu(?ed a^ very bad e^eef 
vtpmk' Lady Ashton'd^^ nundi which it was* 
MpositMe At pfeii^nt fed i1eih6v^« - Hef san> 
ColoMt DiHlgks Ai^tUn, hiBid embrace(F 
kdr piie^dices^ in th^ir ftiHdst exteirt, and^ 
it was inipo^ible fol- Sit^^^BIiam' to adopt 
St' coursedisagreeableto them, withoat'a fa- 
Mi aiid^ i^rebondil^^e breach ifi his fatnii^ 
l^t'tMi^hk^WaS nbt at present ^:ob^ thougfrff 
df^ clBime^ €he great physidan^ Kib hdp^ 
iKToakl mehd^atl. - ^ >■ -.* 

' Itt a postscript, 1^ William said somev 
thing i^iityfe e^pIicHIf, €hfft rather than the 
few dt'^ Scotland should sustain a- severe 
Woiind thrbtigb hisr sides, 'bjr S pafliameni' 
^ly reversal of the Judgment* of hlfer sir- - 
pfcftee courts, iti thy cas* of the Barony 
of HaVehswdod, ^ he- hihaselF wbuld extra-' 
judicially consent to considerable sacrfi 

liees;- '- •' •' ^ '• -"^ ' "v 

*^ From Ltrcy* Ashtonj by some tiftitnowh' 
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convjey anee» the; Master received 4^' ^ 
Ipwiog liaes :— ^' I wceived your'v bitf U 
was ^t the utmost \ risk ; do .mot atteiapt iff 
WxH^ again till better titaes* I aoi sore he* 
set) but I will be true tq mj word» while 
the exercise of my reason js vouchsA&d to 
me. That you ar.e-h9ppy 4Qd prosperous is 
some coQSQlationtandmysitiu^n royaires 
it all." The note was signed X^. A^ <^ 
. This letter filled Itavenswoo^ with the 
ipost lively alarm. He made xijMiy . at^ 
ternptSi notwithstwding her prohibi^on^ 
to convey letters to Miss AshtoH^^ and even 
to obtain an interview ; but bis attempts 
^ere f rustra|;ed| and he had only tim J^offr- 
tific^tion to j[eam that anxious a^d effec- 
tual prqcautiona had Iteep taken to pre- 
vent the possibility of their corre^poM^ncei 
The Master was more distressed bjf t^<^ 
circun^tances, aa it became impossiJUe to 
delay his departure from SooUandi. upon 
\he important mission whidi h^d bjeen con- 
fided to him* Before his departure» he put 
$ir William Ashton'a letter into the haa<& 
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cff the Marquis of A-—-, Who observed 
with a smile, that Sir Willian^^s day of grace 
^s past; and that he had now to learn 
which side of the hedge the sun had got to. 
It was with the greatest difficulty that Ra- 
venswood extorted from the Marquis a 
promise, that he would compromise the 
proceeidings in parliament, providing Sir 
William should be disposed to acquiesce 
in a union between him and Lucy Ashton. 

«*1 would hardly,*' said the Marquis,, 
*• consent to your throwing away your 
birth-right in this manner, were I not per- 
fecdy confident that Lady Ashton, or Lady 
Dotiglas, or whatever she calls herself, will, 
as Scotchmen ^ay, keep her threep } and 
that her husband dares not contradict ben*' 

*• But yet," said the Master, " I trust 
your Grace will consider my engagement 
as sacred,** 

«* Believe my word of honour,** said the 
Marquis, <* I would be a friend even to 
your follies ; and having thus told you my 
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opinioDi I vMl endeiivour, as occasiojfi of- 

f erS) to serve you according toj^our own." 

The Master of lUvenswood could but 

,;l;h^k his generous kiosman saad patron, 

.>^'and l^ave him full power to act in all his 

affairs. He. departed from Scotland upon 

his qaission, which, it was supposed, might 

-detain him upon the oontixient for some 

'Wonths^ 
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